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Trump threatens Syria strike, cancels trip to South American summit 


From wire reports 

WASHINGTON — After threatening 
a military strike against Syria, President 
Donald Trump on Tuesday canceled plans 
to travel to South America later this week, 
choosing to stay in the United States to 
manage the response to an apparent chem¬ 
ical weapons attack. 


White House spokeswoman Sarah Huck- 
abee Sanders said Tuesday that Trump 
will not attend the 8th Summit of the 
Americas in Lima, Peru, or travel to Bo¬ 
gota, Colombia, as planned, remaining in 
the United States to “oversee the American 
response to Syria and to monitor develop¬ 
ments around the world.” 


The decision marks the first time an 
American president has not attended the 
summit. Vice President Mike Pence will 
travel in Trump’s place. 

Trump on Monday promised a deci¬ 
sion on Syria within hours, declaring that 
Russia or any other nation found to share 
responsibility for Saturday’s apparent 


chemical weapons attack on civilians will 
“pay a price.” 

The White House sharply rejected any 
suggestion that Trump’s own words about 
pulling U.S. troops out of Syria had opened 
the door for the attack, which killed more 
than 40 people, including children. 

SEE SYRIA ON PAGE 8 
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Navy advancement 
change to require 
pretesting online 



Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Handling) 3rd Class Zackary Tapia, assigned to the amphibious assault ship 
USS Makin Island, takes the Navy-wide E-5 advancement exam at Naval Station San Diego on March 8. 


By Jason Behnke 
Stars and Stripes 

Come September 2019, sail¬ 
ors will have to pass an online 
military knowledge test in order 
to take the E-4, E-5 and E-6 ad¬ 
vancement exams. 

The test, announced last week 
by the Navy, contains 100 ques¬ 
tions pertaining to professional 
military knowledge. It must be 
passed once per pay grade before 
a sailor is eligible to take the ac¬ 
tual advancement exam. 

“Direct feedback from sailors” 
was the reason the Navy gave for 
the change. 

“As part of Sailor 2025 and rat¬ 
ing modernization efforts, the 
PMK exam continues to empha¬ 
size the importance of Profes¬ 


sional Military Knowledge, while 
also taking this initial step into the 
electronic exam process,” Karim 
Cole, master chief of the Naval 
Education and Training Com¬ 
mand Force, said in a statement. 

Currently, advancement exams 
consist of 150 individual job-spe¬ 
cific questions and 25 military 
knowledge questions. The new 
advancement exam will contain 
175 questions focused solely on 
the sailor’s job field. 

The last major change to the 
advancement exams occurred in 
2012. Before that, the test was 200 
questions, with a greater focus on 
professional military knowledge 
for higher pay grades. 

The online exam for military 
knowledge will cover five top¬ 
ics: leadership and character, 


career information, professional 
conduct, naval heritage and sea¬ 
manship. Sailors must achieve 
a passing score of 80 percent on 
each topic, with the ability to re¬ 
take each section until achieving 
a passing grade. 

Sailors must pass the profes¬ 


sional military knowledge exam 
before they can be eligible to start 
the advancement exam. 

Sailor 2025 is the Navy’s initia¬ 
tive to improve and modernize 
personnel management and train¬ 
ing systems to more effectively 
recruit, reward and retain sail¬ 


Devin M. LANCER/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


ors. Future program initiatives 
include revamping pay and per¬ 
sonnel systems, transforming the 
performance evaluation system 
and easing movement between 
active and reserve components. 

behnke.jason@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JasonFromSD 


Ex-US servicemember arrested after deadly fight in Germany 


By Marcus Kloeckner 
and Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — A 
former U.S. servicemember is in jail and 
under investigation for allegedly punching 
and killing a German man outside the Kai¬ 
serslautern train station last month. 

The 33-year-old American was arrested 


shortly after the March 30 fight. German 
police have not released his name, his for¬ 
mer rank or his branch of service. They 
confirmed Tuesday that he is a former 
member of the U.S. military. 

The incident occurred about 5:50 a.m. 
after the American and a 40-year-old Ger¬ 
man man began fighting at Guimaraes- 
Platz by the train station, the police said. 
The American allegedly punched the Ger¬ 


man man so hard that he fell to the ground. 
Emergency medical officials revived the 
man, but he died later at the hospital, po¬ 
lice said. 

Witnesses helped police to identify and 
later arrest the suspect, who appeared to 
be heavily intoxicated. 

The American is being held in custody 
under suspicion of assault with deadly 
consequences and is deemed a flight risk, 


Kaiserslautern’s lead prosecutor, Udo Geh- 
ring, said. German authorities maintain ju¬ 
risdiction since the suspect no longer falls 
under the status of forces agreement. 

Kaiserslautern police have appealed to 
anyone who may have witnessed the inci¬ 
dent to contact them. 

kloeckner.marcus@stripes.com 
svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
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Taylor KiNG/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The USS Green Bay, front; the USS Wasp, center; and the JS Shimokita sail in formation in the East 
China Sea on Monday. The Wasp eventually will become the flagship of Amphibious Force 7th Fleet. 

Wasp trains with Japanese 
ship for 1st time since arrival 


US to cut 245 
S. Korean jobs 
with force shift 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The USS Wasp has 
trained alongside a Japan Mari¬ 
time Self-Defense Force vessel 
for the first time since arriving at 
its new homeport in Japan earlier 
this year. 

“Navigational maneuvers” held 
Monday in the East China Sea in¬ 
volved the Wasp — whose strike 
group includes F-35B Lightning 
II stealth fighters and elements of 
the Okinawa-based 31st Marine 
Expeditionary Unit — sailing in 
formation with the amphibious 
transport dock JS Shimokita. 

The brief exercise demon¬ 
strated both services’ “enduring 
commitment” to the “U.S.-Japan 
alliance and security of the re¬ 
gion,” a Navy statement said. 
Chinese activity in the East China 
Sea has long been an issue for 
Japan. Tokyo protested to Beijing 


The South Pacific island nation 
of Vanuatu is denying reports that 
it is talking with Beijing about 
building a Chinese military base 
on its territory. 

The Sydney Morning Herald 
newspaper reported Tuesday 
that the governments held pre¬ 
liminary talks about a Chinese 
military build-up on Vanuatu and 
that the issue had been discussed 
at the highest levels in Canberra 
and Washington. 

Vanuatuan and Australian for¬ 
eign affairs officials immediately 
disputed the claims. 

Former Vanuatu Foreign Min¬ 
ister Bruno Leingkone told Stars 
and Stripes in a phone interview 
that there hadn’t been discussions 
about a base, although China had 
recently committed to building a 
new official residence for Vanu¬ 
atu’s prime minister. 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Julie Bishop told the Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. that she was 
also unaware of Chinese mili¬ 
tary plans on Vanuatu, which 
is just over 1,000 miles east of 


in January after a submarine, 
presumed to be Chinese, was 
detected near Okinawa and the 
disputed Senkaku Islands. Vice 
Foreign Minister Shinsuke Sugi- 
yama expressed “great concern” 
over the issue and urged China 
not to repeat the incursion. 

Rear Adm. Tsutomu Shirane 
called Monday’s bilateral drill, 
which included sailors coordinat¬ 
ing rendezvous points and using 
universal tactical signals, a valu¬ 
able experience for the JMSDF. 

“We welcome the deployment 
of USS Wasp in this region, and I 
hope we continue to work togeth¬ 
er with Wasp,” he said of the ship, 
which arrived at Sasebo Naval 
Base in January and will eventu¬ 
ally replace the USS Bonhomme 
Richard as flagship of Amphibi¬ 
ous Force 7th Fleet. 

The Navy said some JMSDF 
sailors will remain embarked 
with the Wasp “to learn about 


Australia. 

The denials won’t quell con¬ 
cerns over the communist na¬ 
tion’s efforts to grow its influence 
in the South Pacific. Vanuatu is 
among a number of Pacific na¬ 
tions receiving Chinese aid and 
investment and a member of a 
select few that support China’s 
claims in the South China Sea. 

People’s Liberation Army Navy 
vessels have made recent port 
calls in New Zealand and Fiji, 
and some believe China wants to 
establish a permanent presence 
in a region where, according to 
Australia’s Lowy Institute, it has 
provided more than $2.3 billion 
in aid since 2006. 

China has only one overseas 
military base — in Djibouti — but 
has gained leverage through loans 
for infrastructure projects in a 
number of other places where it 
might want to establish its forces. 

It’s been suggested that a Chi¬ 
nese base in the South Pacific 
could outflank U.S. forces on 
Guam and slow efforts to bring 
in reinforcements to fight off an 
invasion of Taiwan. 

“There are advantages to being 
present in that part of the world,” 


how the U.S. military conducts 
amphibious training.” 

Over the weekend, the JMSDF’s 
Amphibious Rapid Deployment 
Brigade was formally established 
near Sasebo at Camp Ainoura 
during a ceremony attended by 
senior U.S. military leaders, in¬ 
cluding Task Force 76 command¬ 
er Rear Adm. Brad Cooper. 

The event marked the first time 
since World War II that Japan has 
a marine unit “trained to counter 
threats against Japanese islands 
along the edge of its borders,” the 
Navy said. 

“The establishment of the 
ARDB signifies a new era of 
JMSDF-[Japan Ground Self-De¬ 
fense Force] unity in operating 
from the sea and the U.S. will con¬ 
tinue to build combined capability 
alongside the Japan Self Defense 
Forces,” the service said. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


said Brad Glosserman, a visiting 
American professor at Tokyo’s 
Tama University. 

Chinese forces in the South Pa¬ 
cific could monitor U.S. missile 
tests and Australian radars and 
gain diplomatic influence at the 
United Nations, he said. 

“China has aspirations for an 
expanded role in the region and 
the world so we shouldn’t be sur¬ 
prised when the Chinese do some¬ 
thing that would seem to advance 
that objective,” he said. 

Australian national security 
consultant Ross Babbage said the 
influence of Chinese telecommu¬ 
nications firms in the region is 
also of concern. 

“The intelligence implications 
of the Chinese supplying and 
operating telcom in the region 
are great,” he said. “Democratic 
states with intelligence capa¬ 
bilities should be talking to these 
countries about what they may be 
thinking and doing [and whether 
it’s] in their interests and our in¬ 
terests,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


By Kim Gamel 
and Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
U.S. military will cut about 245 
South Korean jobs by the end of 
September as garrisons shrink 
with the long-delayed relocation 
of most forces to new hubs south 
of Seoul, officials said. 

The Army’s installation man¬ 
agement command announced 
the reduction in force for Yong- 
san, Red Cloud and Camp Casey 
— the main bases in the capital 
and near the border with North 
Korea — last week in a memoran¬ 
dum to the Korean Employees’ 
Union for U.S. Forces Korea. 

South Korean civilians fill 
most of the maintenance, service 
and other support jobs on U.S. 
military garrisons as required 
by the status of forces agreement 
between the two countries. The 
South Korean government shoul¬ 
ders most of the local labor costs, 
but the salaries are distributed by 
the Americans. 

The March 29 memorandum, 
which was signed by deputy 
Yongsan Garrison commander 
Steven Ryan, said the bases 
“are required to reduce Korean 
National (KN) positions as a re¬ 
sult of consolidation to one com¬ 
mand,” effective Sept. 30. It said 
it was giving a six-month notice in 
accordance with the SOFA. 

The memo didn’t elaborate, but 
garrison spokesman Wes Hayes 
told Stars and Stripes that about 
245 jobs would be affected. He 
declined to specify which of the 
950 total Korean National posi¬ 
tions may be eliminated, saying 
that was to be determined. 

A separate memo sent to the 
union on March 30 and obtained 
by Stars and Stripes, however, 
ordered Family, Morale, Wel¬ 
fare and Recreation to “abolish 
approximately 20 positions” in 
the northern areas by Sept. 30. 
It noted the date was “subject 
to change based on operational 
requirements.” 

The cuts have long been ex¬ 
pected but still were likely to be a 
blow to many employees, some of 
whom have worked for the Amer¬ 
icans for decades. The Korean 
Employees Union said it planned 
to “strongly protest” the decision 
and ask for the cuts to be delayed 
because it had not been told which 
positions would be cut. 

“The South Korean govern¬ 
ment should also try to achieve 
job security for Korean National 
employees who are a big part of 
our national security,” a union of¬ 
ficial said, speaking only on con¬ 
dition of anonymity. 

Hayes said officials have co¬ 
ordinated closely with the union 
and employees to ensure a smooth 
transition. 


He stressed that local national 
employees were given prior¬ 
ity and relocation benefits for 
new jobs at Camp Humphreys, 
which has been expanded and 
will eventually house the bulk of 
U.S. forces, dependents and ci¬ 
vilian contractors on the divided 
peninsula. 

“The lines of communication 
have been always open and it’s 
been very transparent,” he said, 
adding the civilian resource 
agency planned more meetings 
on the issue next month. 

Hayes said 100 new local na¬ 
tional positions at Humphreys 
and other southern bases, or 
about 72 percent, have been filled 
by employees relocating from the 
northern areas. 

About 28,500 U.S. servicemem- 
bers and thousands more family 
members and civilian contrac¬ 
tors are based in South Korea. At 
one point they were spread out 
over more than 100 bases but will 
be largely consolidated at Camp 
Humphreys, about 40 miles south 
of Seoul in rural Pyeongtaek. 

The relocation was originally 
to be finished in 2008, then 2012 
and 2016 as it faced hurdles 
ranging including corruption, 
lengthy delays and shoddy work 
that forced some buildings to be 
torn down and rebuilt. It’s still 
not complete but has gained mo¬ 
mentum in recent months with 
several openings, including the 
largest overseas commissary and 
a massive new mini-mall. 

Meanwhile, the population of 
Yongsan Garrison, which has 
housed the main U.S. headquar¬ 
ters since the 1950-53 Korean 
War, is expected to drop from 
22,000 in May to as low as 8,000 
by Aug. 18, officials have said. 

Separately, a South Korean 
television network reported that 
the government is pressing for 
a measure to move Dragon Hill 
Lodge off Yongsan Garrison, 
which would reverse the original 
plans to maintain it as part of a 
residual force. Chosun TV cited 
an unidentified person related 
to South Korea’s Defense Minis¬ 
try and gave no further details. 
Defense Ministry spokeswoman 
Choi Hyun-soo later told report¬ 
ers that authorities were pushing 
ahead with plans to turn Yongsan 
into a park after the relocation, 
but she said no official discus¬ 
sions had been held on the fate of 
Dragon Hill Lodge. 

U.S. Forces Korea declined to 
comment on the lodge, which is 
one of four full-service resorts 
around the world that provide va¬ 
cation getaways for U.S. service- 
members and their families as 
well as accommodation for people 
on official travel orders. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
kyong.chang@stripes.com 
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Vanuatu says China won’t build base 
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Maya Alleruzzo/AP 


U.S. servicemembers take an oath of citizenship during their naturalization ceremony at al-Faw Palace at Camp Victory in Baghdad in March 2009. 


FRUSTRATION, FOREBODING 


Stuck on US bases under a cloud of suspicion, foreign-born recruits languish in fear 


By Dianna Cahn 

Stars and Stripes 



WASHINGTON 
heir brains, specialized 
talents and home coun¬ 
try made them sought- 
after assets for the U.S. 


military. 

Now, these ambitious, well-ed¬ 
ucated Army recruits are finding 
themselves sidelined and under 
suspicion, many stalled wherever 
they were when the rules changed 
in late 2016. For some, that means 
being stuck under the restrictive 
rules of basic training or Army 
job specialty training in essen¬ 
tial lockdown with few privileg¬ 
es, little to do and, as foreigners 
pending permanent immigration 
status, uncertainty about their 
futures. 

Since 2009, the Military Ac¬ 
cessions Vital to National Inter¬ 
est program has attracted 10,000 
foreign-born recruits with lan¬ 
guage and medical skills to fill 
a recruitment and talent gap in 
the Army. In exchange, those 
mostly 30-somethings were of¬ 
fered the promise of professional 
advancement and a fast track 
to citizenship. But that stalled 
after the Department of Defense 
determined in September 2016 
that MAVNIs posed “counter¬ 
intelligence and security risks” 
(further detailed in a May 2017 
memo) and instituted lengthy 
security screenings for every re¬ 
cruit in the program. 

Many MAVNIs in basic train¬ 
ing or the next level, known as ad¬ 
vanced individual training, have 
been held over at these entry 
points, spending a year or longer 
under harsh conditions in units 
that are supposed to host soldiers 


for just weeks or months. 

They can’t work in their fields 
or use their skills. Several, partic¬ 
ularly those who have not natural¬ 
ized, describe strict rules under 
which they are required to walk 
across base with a buddy, cannot 
drive or drink alcohol, have lim¬ 
ited if any permission to leave the 
base and are stuck with almost 
nothing to do but basic chores. 

Army memos obtained by 
Stars and Stripes confirm that 
beginning in November 2016 
— just weeks after the Penta¬ 
gon instituted the enhanced 
background checks — the Army 
deputy chief of staff of person¬ 
nel issued a “stop move” order, 
barring MAVNIs from travel¬ 
ing until they had “completed all 
phases of security investigations” 
and received “favorable adjudica¬ 
tion.” The documents outline the 
level of privileges that MAVNI 
holdovers are given, depending 
on what stage of training they’d 
completed. 

Naturalized soldiers had less 
onerous restrictions. They could 
get an overnight pass to leave 
base with brigade commander 
approval. 

Those without U.S. passports 
were more restricted. The docu¬ 
ments — from November 2016 to 
February 2018 — show that many 
of the restrictions on MAVNIs 
are still in place. 

“They won’t give them any priv¬ 
ileges. They are stuck on base,” 
said Margaret Stock, an immi¬ 
gration lawyer formerly with the 
Army who was instrumental in 
creating the MAVNI program 
and ran it for several years. 

“It’s this kind of mindless bu¬ 
reaucracy in which they are just 
going to discriminate against a 


To view an image documenting 
MAVNI restrictions, go to: 

stripes.com/go/citizens 


* 


whole group of people and don’t 
think about the repercussions of 
what they are doing,” she said. 
“There is no concern for the sol¬ 
dier’s well-being or morale.” 

For soldiers stuck in these pre¬ 
dicaments, frustration is mixed 
with a sense of foreboding. They 
are foreigners tainted by suspicion 
— national assets now labeled as 
possible national threats. They are 
unsure whether they have started 
life as Americans or are treading 
water as soldiers only to be deport¬ 
ed from the country they consider 
their home. 

“We are in a state of fear,” one 
holdover said. “We don’t know 
who to trust.” 

Fear of backlash 

The Department of Defense 
declined to answer questions or 
release details about MAVNI 
recruits stuck in these restric¬ 
tive conditions, citing ongoing 
litigation and “out of respect to the 
legal process.” There are at least 


two class-action lawsuits filed by 
MAVNI Army reservists seek¬ 
ing resolution on related issues, 
but those lawsuits do not include 
all MAVNIs, including those on 
active duty. And the lawsuits are 
limited in scope. 

Pentagon spokesman Maj. 
David Eastburn said the depart¬ 
ment “is not facilitating inter¬ 
views with MAVNIs at this time.” 
Eastburn repeated one of two 
answers he gave to several Stars 
and Stripes questions stating that 
servicemembers are free to speak 
in a personal, nonmilitary capac¬ 
ity as long as they are not on base. 
But many of the MAVNIs are not 
allowed off base, and nearly all 
who spoke with Stars and Stripes 
said they wished to remain anony¬ 
mous, fearing discrimination and 
backlash from higher-ups who 
could influence their fates. 

“Before I joined the military, I 
never had a brush with the law,” 
said one 30-year-old MAVNI — a 
science lover who holds bache¬ 
lor’s degrees in zoology with an 
emphasis on medicine, biochem¬ 
istry and biotechnology and has 
a master’s in pharmacology. 

He has been waiting to natu¬ 


ralize since he began basic train¬ 
ing in mid-2016, he said. 

“I worked in the [emergency 
room], did research. I even helped 
discover a new drug,” he said. 
“Now that I joined the military, I 
am labeled a security threat. If I 
am under arrest, tell me what I am 
accused of. They can’t just hold us 
as prisoners.” 

Another MAVNI recruit with 
a master’s degree who got stuck 
after an injury at basic training 
described disdain from officers in 
the unit because of the “MAVNI 
tag.” 

“We don’t have protection com¬ 
ing from the top,” she said. “If the 
protections and the right guid¬ 
ance are not coming from them, 
what can we expect from people 
who work on more operational 
things in the field? Because of this, 
we are in a state of fear. We don’t 
know who to trust.” 

Stock, a fierce advocate for MA¬ 
VNIs, charged that the Pentagon 
was discriminating when it cast 
suspicion on the group as a whole, 
violating its own policies of equal 
opportunity. 

SEE MAVNI ON PAGE 5 
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MAVNI: A ‘positive program’ turns into ‘a train wreck’ 


FROM PAGE 4 

“You don’t decide you are going 
to do crazy vetting on 10,000 
people because you think one is a 
spy,” she said. 

“They turned a positive pro¬ 
gram that was helping national 
security into a train wreck that is 
ruining people’s lives,” she said. 
“And they’ve done more harm to 
national security with harming 
the program than they did to help 
it with all this vetting.” 

The Army memos 

On Nov. 7, 2016, just one week 
after the Pentagon introduced the 
new set of security screenings for 
the MAVNIs, the Army’s deputy 
chief of staff of personnel, Lt. 
Gen. James McConville, issued a 
document withholding travel or¬ 
ders for soldiers in the program 
until they completed the screen¬ 
ing requirements. 

Screening for MAVNIs en¬ 
tailed more background checks 
than for ordinary soldiers, and 
more were introduced in 2016, 
including an in-depth counterin¬ 
telligence review and interview. 
The screenings are laborious and 
time-consuming. An office at the 
Pentagon is tasked with review¬ 
ing each case to decide whether 
the soldier is suitable for service. 

A second document signed by 
Maj. Gen. Anthony Funkhouser, 
under the heading U.S. Army 
Center for Initial Military Train¬ 
ing at Fort Eustis, Va., detailed the 
privileges those soldiers would be 
given under the “extended hold 
status.” 

“MAVNIs will remain under 
the IET (initial entry training) 
unit and governing regulation 
and will not be moved to perma¬ 
nent party units or control,” the 
document said. 

The documents, along with oth¬ 
ers obtained by Stars and Stripes 
from a lawyer investigating the 
issue, confirm that MAVNI hold¬ 
overs were mostly limited to the 
same privileges as their fresh- 
out-of-high-school fellow recruits, 
who would come through these 
training points and move on. 

“I’ve watched people who came 
through basic or AIT (advanced 
individual training) after me be¬ 
come sergeants, and here I am 
sitting here,” said one AIT hold¬ 
over — who graduated college 
with a dual major in chemical 
biology and mathematics in three 
years because she was eager to 
get to medical school. A reservist, 
her progression stalled after she 
completed AIT in February 2017. 

Reservists who got stuck mid¬ 
process and are not naturalized 
are in a real bind. Once they com¬ 
plete entry training, they work for 
the Army only two days a month. 
Their student visas or work per¬ 
mits have expired. Without citi¬ 
zenship, they have no legal status 
to work or even renew a driver’s 
license. 

The soldier’s student visa ex¬ 
pired while she waited for natu¬ 
ralization. So had her passport 
from her country of origin, which 
is under threat from Islamic 
State. 


She can’t go back and she can’t 
move forward. 

She needs a battle buddy to go 
most places on base, and though 
she’s been given the privilege of 
leaving base, her sergeant needs 
to know where she is at all times. 
She said she’s become known as 
the “problem soldier” because no 
one knows what to do with her. 

“If I had known this would 
happen, I would have been back 
home,” she said. 

In his Nov. 7, 2016, memo, 
Funkhouser wrote that “if natu¬ 
ralization is not complete, this 
should be a priority of each com¬ 
mand to ensure this process is 
completed as soon as possible.” 
It added that no reserve MAVNIs 
will be released from active duty 
until naturalization is complete. 

Asked about those documents 
and stories from holdovers stuck 
on its bases, the Army deferred 
comment. Instead, a spokeswom¬ 
an shared a 2017 general docu¬ 
ment outlining privileges that 
soldiers receive and said all other 
questions should go through the 
Pentagon. 

Naturalization 

Along with instituting the en¬ 
hanced screenings, the Pentagon 
in October 2017 changed the rules 
on naturalization, creating a lot of 
confusion for MAVNIs. 

According to Oct. 13, 2017, doc¬ 
uments, foreign-born legal per¬ 
manent residents who joined the 
military would no longer be eli¬ 
gible to naturalize after one day 
of service during combat time 
— which is what is stated in cur¬ 
rent immigration and naturaliza¬ 
tion law. Rather, they would have 
to serve 180 days to be eligible. 

But while the policy change 
said that “these changes reflect 
lessons learned from the Military 
Accessions Vital to National In¬ 
terest pilot program,” the change 
appeared to be directed at legal 
permanent residents — green 
card holders, who are different 
than MAVNIs. 

In any case, the MAVNI pro¬ 
gram had already been halted. 
The Defense Department stopped 
recruiting under MAVNI in late 
2016 and let authorization for 
the program expire in Septem¬ 
ber 2017. The Pentagon cited the 
logjam in security clearances; it’s 
unclear whether the program will 
be reinstated. 

In one of the MAVNI class- 
action lawsuits, the 180-day re¬ 
quirement was determined not 
to be retroactive for MAVNI re¬ 
cruits. But the same proceedings 
decided that the Pentagon’s 2016 
enhanced security checks were 
retroactive. MAVNIs, no matter 
when they enlisted, would not be 
issued the necessary Defense De¬ 
partment paperwork to natural¬ 
ize until their security screenings 
were completed and adjudicated 
favorably. 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigra¬ 
tion Services said it would work 
with the Pentagon. 

“We work hand in hand,” said 
Arwen FitzGerald, a spokes¬ 
woman for USCIS in San Antonio, 


Texas. 

“To change immigration law 
requires an act of Congress,” 
she said. “We are following DOD 
policy.” 

With policies so unclear and 
clarification being hashed out in 
a limited capacity in court, many 
holdovers find answers hard to 
come by. Field-level Army units 
dealing with the holdovers have 
different 
under¬ 
stand¬ 
ings of 
these 
policies. 
One 

holdover 
who has 
been 
stuck 
at basic 
train¬ 
ing de¬ 
scribed 
submit¬ 
ting her 
natural¬ 
ization 
paper¬ 
work on 
her first 
day. 

She’s 
spent 
the last 
year and 
a half 
trying 
to keep 
track of 
it. At one 
point, she 
said, it 
was lost; 
later, it 
was sent 
to an old 
address 
for her to 
sign. She 
did not receive it until months 
later. Then, when she sent back 
the signed document, she said 
she was told the form was an old 
version and she needed to sub¬ 
mit a new one. In early 2017, she 
said, she was told that naturaliza¬ 
tions were on hold. They resumed 
shortly over the summer, then 
halted again, she said. 

In January, USCIS closed natu¬ 
ralization offices at three mili¬ 
tary training bases. FitzGerald 
said that with the 180-day rule 
change, recruits were not eligible 
for naturalization during basic 
training so it no longer paid to 
have those offices open. 

For holdovers awaiting their se¬ 
curity screenings, that is probably 
the case. But remaining MAVNIs 


are shipping out to basic train¬ 
ing only after security checks 
have been completed. Many have 
served six months by the time 
they ship out. They would be eli¬ 
gible for naturalization during 
basic training. Closing those field 
offices made that impossible. 

The background check 

The military has not released 
precise figures of how many hold¬ 
overs are stagnating on Army 
bases. 

There appears to be little con¬ 
sistency in who moves forward 
and who is held back. Some ac¬ 
tive-duty MAVNIs got natural¬ 
ized early but are stuck at initial 
entry training, while others have 
made it into combat units even 
though they are not citizens. 

One MAVNI soldier graduated 
college with a near-perfect GPA, 
got a master’s in aviation science 
and then, with language and sci¬ 
ence skills, he joined the Army, 
deploying to Afghanistan — and 
later Iraq — repairing combat 
aircraft while weathering incom¬ 
ing rockets. 

Even after deploying, the 34- 
year-old immigrant from China 
said he feels stuck and at risk. 
His student visa expired since 
he joined the Army in 2015. His 
wife’s did too. He deployed to 
Afghanistan in December 2016 
wondering if she and their young 
son would be deported before he 
got back. 

Now he checks the status of his 
citizenship application constantly 
with immigration officials. He’s 
written to his senator and gone 
through his command. The an¬ 
swer is always the same: “The 
reply in my case is pending back¬ 
ground check,” he said. 

Another MAVNI graduated his 
job specialty training before the 
rules changed, but his natural¬ 
ization never went through. He 
inquires regularly with defense 
and immigration authorities. U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Services told him that he needed 
a counterintelligence screening, 
which wasn’t required when he 
came in. So he went to his com¬ 
mand’s intelligence officer to see 
about the screening. 

The soldier is not on the list, the 
intelligence officer told him. Get¬ 
ting on that list — well, that was 
beyond the scope of the officer, 
the soldier said. 

He said he feels lucky that he’s 
been able to come this far, but he’s 
up against a wall. He can’t com¬ 
mission and worries even a pro¬ 
motion to sergeant will be off the 
table until he becomes a citizen. 


Meanwhile, his command is 
unaware of his status. He worries 
that should it come to light, he’d 
be in even worse shape. 

“So I am stuck,” he said. “My 
case has been forgotten. It’s like 
a blessing and a curse at the same 
time.” 

Stock, who hears from MAV¬ 
NIs facing these roadblocks al¬ 
most daily, said she is aware of a 
MAVNI who was deployed to Eu¬ 
rope with her family before Sep¬ 
tember 2016. They were just about 
to ship home when the new rules 
were handed down, along with 
the “stop move order.” Her hus¬ 
band and children had returned 
to the states, but she is a holdover, 
sitting on a base in Europe await¬ 
ing her security screenings. 

Another holdover is stuck 
in Korea. His wife is an Army 
soldier stationed at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord in Washington 
state. In an email to Stock that the 
soldier gave permission for Stars 
and Stripes to use, he said his 
wife is living off post but they are 
not eligible for a housing allow¬ 
ance until he receives his orders 
to move. 

The situation is negatively af¬ 
fecting their financial situation, 
he said, and it is damaging their 
marriage. 

“There are also a few other 
MAVNIs in my unit that are expe¬ 
riencing the same issue, ma’am,” 
he wrote. “Is there anything my 
chain of command or myself can 
do to resolve this issue?” 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
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Top Navy attorney 
accused of unlawful 
command influence 


By Carl Prine 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 

SAN DIEGO — The Navy’s top 
attorney might have scuttled a war 
crimes case against three SEALs 
by unlawfully meddling behind 
the scenes to bring charges against 
them. 

After a flurry of Monday mo¬ 
tions in the courtroom of Navy 
Cmdr. Arthur Gaston, the military 
judge ruled that Vice Adm. James 
Crawford III — the Navy’s judge 
advocate general — appears to 
have exerted unlawful command 
influence in a case first brought to 
light by a 2015 story in The New 
York Times. 

The burden now shifts to military 
prosecutors to prove that Crawford, 
Naval Special Warfare Command 
Rear Adm. Timothy Szymanski 
and other senior leaders never cre¬ 
ated the appearance of behind-the- 
scenes maneuvers. 

In the case at hand, Special War¬ 
fare Operator 1st Class Daniel V. 
Dambrosio Jr. and two Special 
Operator Chief Petty Officers — 
Xavier Silva and David N. Swarts 
— are accused of abusing male 
prisoners at Village Stability Plat¬ 
form Kalach in the Chora District 
of Afghanistan’s Uruzgan province 
on May 31,2012. 

A June trial for their command¬ 
er, Navy Lt. Jason L. Webb, waits in 
the wings but could be scuttled by 
the judge’s ruling, too. 

Although military officials in¬ 
sist the SEALs’ defense team was 
searching for evidence that didn’t 
exist, the attorneys for the three 
commandos pointed to a series 
of actions by Crawford and other 
high-ranking commissioned offi¬ 
cers, including now-retired Rear 
Adm. Brian Losey, the former com¬ 
mander of Coronado, Calif.-based 
Naval Special Warfare. 

For example, defense attorneys 
say that although Losey was hedg¬ 
ing at reopening a probe into the 
SEALs, Crawford told him that a 
captain was being scrutinized for 
allegedly bypassing traditional in¬ 
vestigative processes — possibly 
sending a warning to junior leaders 
that the Navy wanted the comman¬ 
dos prosecuted. 

It’s now the third time Crawford 
has been accused of unlawfully 
plotting with military leaders to 
convict SEALs. 

A ruling is expected in the com¬ 
ing days from the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Armed Forces in 
Washington into Crawford’s al¬ 
leged involvement in the rape case 
of Senior Chief Special Warfare 
Operator Keith Barry, who was 
court-martialed and convicted in 
San Diego in 2015. 

A special judge hearing evidence 
in Barry’s appeal already ruled 
that Crawford and others unlawful¬ 
ly tampered in the matter but left 
the final adjudication to the higher 
court. Crawford also was accused 
by defense attorneys of unlaw¬ 
fully inserting himself into a probe 
involving the May 6, 2016, pool 


drowning of Seaman James Derek 
Lovelace during initial SEAL train¬ 
ing. He has long insisted he was in¬ 
nocent in those cases and declined 
to comment Monday. 

“The prosecution has opposed 
the defense motion to dismiss based 
on unlawful command influence in 
US v. Dambrosio, Silva and Swartz, 
and the judge’s ruling on the matter 
is forthcoming,” Navy spokeswom¬ 
an Patricia Babb said by email. 

Military prosecutors suspect 
that the three SEALs and several 
village militiamen began commit¬ 
ting war crimes hours after a bomb 
detonated at an Afghan Local Po¬ 
lice checkpoint. 

Angered by the death of one of 
their militiamen in the blast, the 
Afghan police unit detained a group 
of Afghan men and marched them 
to the American compound near 
Kalach, kicking them and beating 
them with rifle butts and car an¬ 
tennas, according to witness state¬ 
ments compiled in a Navy Criminal 
Investigative Service report. 

Relying on the recollections of 
four American soldiers, two Navy 
support personnel and a local Af¬ 
ghan police officer who allegedly 
witnessed and reported parts of 
the incident, prosecutors believe 
that Dambrosio, Silva and Swarts 
joined in with the militiamen and, 
by the end of the night, one Afghan 
prisoner died. 

An Army witness later claimed 
that a senior Afghan police of¬ 
ficer told him that the prisoners, 
including the dead detainee, were 
innocent. 

SEAL Team 5’s Swarts has also 
been charged with conspiring with 
his commander, SEAL Team 10’s 
Lt. Jason L. Webb, to lie to military 
leaders about what really happened 
that night. 

Because he was the senior SEAL 
during the incident, Webb’s charg¬ 
es are the most serious. 

He’s accused of willfully failing 
to supervise the interactions be¬ 
tween his sailors and the Afghan 
militiamen when they interrogated 
the prisoners. 

Neither Webb nor his men ended 
up at a court-martial in 2012 after 
allegations of the war crimes sur¬ 
faced. Their commander, Capt. 
Robert E. Smith, gave them nonju¬ 
dicial punishment. After the 2015 
story in The New York Times, the 
Navy launched probes not only into 
what the SEALs allegedly did in 
Afghanistan but also the process 
Smith used to sidestep court-mar¬ 
tial proceedings against them. 

Smith’s name was scrubbed 
from a selection list for admiral, 
although prosecutors said Monday 
his delayed promotion now has 
been forwarded to the White House 
for approval. In his Monday rul¬ 
ing, Gaston seized on actions taken 
against Smith, reasoning that they 
could have sent a “perceptible chill 
over the military criminal justice 
system” by warning future com¬ 
manders that they also wouldn’t get 
promoted if they didn’t prosecute 
the SEALs. 
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Hawaii Army Weekly printed its final edition Friday and will now be published only online. 


Print edition of Hawaii weekly ends 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — 
After a half-century on newsstands, 
the printed version of Hawaii Army 
Weekly is ending distribution to the 
state’s Army bases. 

“Due to rising printing costs and 
a 21st century generation who gets 
its information online, we’re put¬ 
ting the weekly newspaper to bed 
and moving 100 percent to Hawai- 
iArmyWeekly.com — assessable 
everywhere, anytime, and updated 
daily,” Maj. Gen. Ron Clark, com¬ 
mander of the 25th Infantry Divi¬ 
sion and U.S. Army Hawaii, wrote 
in the final print edition on Friday. 

The newspaper is published 
under the auspices of Army Garri- 
son-Hawaii’s Public Affairs Office 
and was printed by the Honolulu 
Star-Advertiser. 

The majority of its articles are 
penned by writers from various 
public affairs offices at Army units, 
primarily at Schofield Barracks 


and Fort Shafter. They will con¬ 
tinue to submit articles for online 
publication. 

The newspaper began at the 
height of the Vietnam War in 1968, 
a year that brought the Tet Offen¬ 
sive by North Vietnamese forces 
and the deaths of almost 17,000 
American troops. Hawaii was both 
a hopping-off point for soldiers 
heading in country and a destina¬ 
tion for leave. 

One of the newspaper’s origi¬ 
nal columns was titled “Vietnam 
Vignettes.” 

The staff dedicated to publishing 
Hawaii Army Weekly has steadily 
dwindled in the past 15 years, 
wrote Aiko Rose Brum, the chief 
of internal communication with the 
garrison’s public affairs office. 

Fourteen soldiers and civilians 
worked side by side in 2005 to put 
out the weekly. A staff of two civil¬ 
ian employees and two contractors 
were doing that job in the final 
weeks of the newspaper, wrote 
Brum, who has managed the paper 


for the past 14 years. 

The demise of the Army weekly’s 
printed version comes three years 
after Marine Corps Base Hawaii 
stopped printing its weekly Hawaii 
Marine newspaper in the fall of 
2015. 

A weekly printed edition of Stars 
and Stripes ended distribution in 
Hawaii last year. 

Across the Pacific, the final edi¬ 
tion of the Morning Calm — the 
last surviving Army newspaper in 
South Korea — ran off the press 
late last month. The peninsula¬ 
wide institution detailed the lives 
of soldiers from Busan in the south 
to Camp Casey near the Demilita¬ 
rized Zone. 

Closing the newspaper will give 
public affairs staff more time to 
focus on local news and commu¬ 
nicate with communities online, 
a Camp Humphreys spokesman 
said. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Army leadership to discuss security 
with officials from 40 African nations 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — Army defense chiefs, military 
attaches and other senior officers from about 40 Af¬ 
rican nations will meet in Nigeria’s capital next week 
to discuss security cooperation on the continent. 

Hosted and funded by U.S. Army Africa, the April 
16-19 African Land Forces Summit is regarded as 
the command’s premier event. The four-day confer¬ 
ence includes discussions about countering violent 
extremist groups, sharing information, and com¬ 
mand and control challenges. 

One of the talks this year will be about how the 
end of Islamic State’s so-called caliphate will affect 
African security and stability. 

Now in its sixth year, the conference, which is de¬ 
signed to foster relationships among participating 
officers, has become a bigger draw than ever before, 
said Lt. Col. Hector Montemayor, the event’s chief 
planner. 


“It’s coming together,” he said. “The word of 
mouth is that U.S. Army Africa is building relation¬ 
ships, promoting security cooperation and building 
trust. Now we’re getting chiefs of defense and land 
forces commanders showing up.” 

Among first-time attendees will be the chief of So¬ 
malia’s fledgling defense forces and a senior officer 
from the Egyptian army. 

Brazil, which has had ties with several African 
countries dating back to Portuguese rule, will also be 
represented at the event in Abuja for the first time. 

The conference comes three months after Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump was widely reported to have 
called African nations “shithole countries.” 

Montemayor, who has spent the last year planning 
the conference, said that Trump’s comments had not 
come up among African military officers with whom 
he’s interacted. “We talk about our kids,” he said. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 
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VETERANS _ 

Acting VA leader wants Congress to act on Choice 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The acting 
secretary of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs supports a pack¬ 
age of VA reforms Congress failed 
to pass last month and urged law¬ 
makers Monday to try again. 

Robert Wilkie wrote in a state¬ 
ment that the VA and Congress 
need to come together to overhaul 
the VA Choice program, which 
veterans use to receive private- 
sector medical care. 

Lawmakers and large veterans 
organizations agree the program 
is complex and difficult for vet¬ 
erans to use, and they’ve been 
working for more than a year 
to garner support to pass large- 
scale reforms. 

The Choice program was creat¬ 
ed in response to the VA wait-time 
scandal uncovered in Phoenix 
four years ago Monday. 

“It’s time to fix the Choice 
program —as well as the depart¬ 


ment’s other non-VA care efforts 
— once and for all by merging 
them into a single, streamlined 
community care program that’s 
easy to use for veterans and VA 
employees,” Wilkie wrote. 

Wilkie told members of the 
House and Senate veterans’ af¬ 
fairs committees Monday that he 
supported a package of reforms 
they failed to attach to Congress’ 
massive spending bill in March. 
The package was a deal between 
Rep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., the chair¬ 
man of the House Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, and Sens. John¬ 
ny Isakson, R-Ga., and Jon Tester, 
D-Mont., who lead the Senate Vet¬ 
erans’ Affairs Committee. 

In addition to overhauling the 
Choice program, the reforms in¬ 
cluded an expansion of benefits 
for veteran caregivers, as well 
as a plan to initiate a system¬ 
atic review of VA infrastructure, 
with the intention of disposing of 
aging and underused facilities 
nationwide. 


Wilkie 
expressed 
urgency 
Monday, 
noting Con¬ 
gress has 
been forced 
in multiple 
instances 
during the 
last year 
to approve 
emergency 
funding for the program. The 
program faces another funding 
shortfall — it’s slated to run out of 
money in early June. 

TriWest Healthcare Alliance, 
which contracts with the VA to 
arrange private-sector care for 
veterans through the Choice pro¬ 
gram, warned lawmakers last 
week that another shortfall could 
lead to restricted care for veter¬ 
ans, as well as layoffs and finan¬ 
cial ruin for the alliance. 

Wilkie, who came to the VA 
from the Defense Department, 


is temporarily leading the VA fol¬ 
lowing the dismissal of former 
VA Secretary David Shulkin on 
March 28. He sat down with sev¬ 
eral large veterans organizations 
for the first time Friday and is 
scheduled to meet with Roe in the 
coming days. 

In an official press release last 
week, the VA rejected claims by 
Shulkin that he was fired because 
administration officials sought to 
privatize the agency and saw him 
as an obstacle. 

“There is no effort underway to 
privatize VA, and to suggest oth¬ 
erwise is completely false and a 
red herring designed to distract 
and avoid honest debate about the 
real issues surrounding veterans’ 
health care,” the VA statement 
read. 

It’s uncertain whether Congress 
can gain enough support for major 
VA reforms before veterans and 
lawmakers hear from Rear Adm. 
Ronny Jackson, the White House 
physician and President Donald 


Trump’s pick to lead the VA. 

Some lawmakers and veterans 
groups have expressed concern 
over Jackson’s lack of manage¬ 
ment experience and knowledge 
of VA issues. They were looking 
to Jackson’s confirmation hear¬ 
ing to learn more about him and 
the direction that he wants to lead 
the massive agency. 

A confirmation hearing for 
Jackson had not been scheduled 
as of Monday. 

Roe said Monday that he was 
working with other lawmakers 
to “find a path forward” for the 
reforms. 

“I am grateful acting Secretary 
Wilkie expressed his support of 
the bicameral, bipartisan agree¬ 
ment reached in March, and that 
he is bringing increased aware¬ 
ness to the limited funding re¬ 
maining in the Choice Program 
account,” Roe said. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Director of VA hospital in DC is reassigned amid probe 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The direc¬ 
tor of the beleaguered Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs hospital 
in Washington was reassigned 
Monday amid ongoing problems 
at the hospital and an investiga¬ 
tion into whether his appointment 
broke federal protocols. 

Retired Army Col. Larry Con¬ 
nell took over the hospital in April 
2017 following a scathing report 
from the VA Inspector General’s 
Office about widespread, system¬ 
atic failures that put veterans at 
risk. Former VA Secretary David 
Shulkin fired then-director Brian 
Hawkins and tapped Connell to 
reform the facility. 

In an email to VA staff Mon¬ 
day, Raymond Chung, acting di¬ 
rector of the VA Capitol Health 
Care Network, announced that 


Connell’s tenure as temporary di¬ 
rector of the Washington hospital 
expired Saturday. Connell wasn’t 
asked to stay in the job longer, 
Chung wrote. Chung said the rea¬ 
son was that questions recently 
arose about whether correct hir¬ 
ing processes were followed when 
Connell was named to the post. 

VA Press Secretary Curt 
Cashour confirmed to Stars and 
Stripes in March that the VA 
Office of Accountability and 
Whistleblower Protection was 
investigating whether protocols 
were violated. 

Citing a memo from the Office 
of Personnel Management, CNN 
reported that political influence 
could have played a role in his se¬ 
lection. Before taking the helm of 
the D.C. hospital, Connell worked 
on President Donald Trump’s 
transition team and was a special 


adviser to Shulkin. 

“Larry Connell’s temporary de¬ 
tail as acting director expired as 
scheduled April 7,” Chung wrote. 
“Although we had hoped for him 
to continue as D.C.’s permanent di¬ 
rector, issues regarding technical 
aspects of his initial appointment 
as acting director have arisen mak¬ 
ing it impossible at this time.” 

Connell was sent back to the VA 
central office to resume his previ¬ 
ous role as senior adviser to the VA 
secretary. Charles Faselis, chief of 
staff of the hospital, will temporar¬ 
ily lead the facility, Chung wrote. 

After the IG report April 2017, 
Faselis was Shulkin’s first choice 
to take over the hospital. However, 
Shulkin changed his mind and 
appointed Connell instead, an¬ 
nouncing he wanted to bring in an 
outsider. 

Chung told VA staff that the de¬ 


cision to have Connell step down 
from the position was not made 
because of his performance. 

“This move has absolutely 
nothing to do with Larry’s perfor¬ 
mance, which has been phenom¬ 
enal,” Chung wrote. “Over the 
past year, his efforts have been 
pivotal to the positive changes 
made here.” 

The leadership shake-up came 
one day after Stars and Stripes 
reported that many of the prob¬ 
lems existing at the hospital in 
April 2017 remained unresolved 
one year later, despite public re¬ 
assurance from Connell and other 
VA leaders that real progress had 
been made. 

Stars and Stripes reviewed 
multiple inspection reports that 
described unsanitary conditions 
at the facility as recently as last 
month. A January report con¬ 


cluded the hospital still posed a 
risk to patient safety. 

Connell told reporters at a 
March 7 news conference that the 
facility had been scrubbed clean. 

“This hospital is a different 
hospital today than it was back in 
April,” he said. 

“This is a great hospital for vet¬ 
erans to receive their health care. 
I am so confident in the quality 
and safety of care at this facility, 
I enrolled here with my health 
care.” 

Despite those claims, the VA In¬ 
spector General’s Office said the 
eight early recommendations it 
made in April 2017 to fix the DC 
hospital — which it said should be 
carried out “immediately”— had 
not been completed as of last 
week. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 
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Syria: Officials say 
Russia has jammed 
US drones over Syria 



Courtesy of the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets/AP 


Victims of an alleged chemical weapons attack in Syria on Saturday 
lie on the floor of a building in the rebel-held town of Douma, near 
Damascus, Syria. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Trump, asked whether Russian 
President Vladimir Putin bore 
any responsibility, responded, 
“He may, yeah, he may. And if he 
does, it’s going to be very tough, 
very tough.” He added, “Every¬ 
body’s gonna pay a price. He will. 
Everybody will.” 

In Moscow, a hard-line Russian 
lawmaker who once commanded 
Russian airborne forces said a 
U.S. strike on Syria could trigger 
a direct military clash between 
Russia and the United States. 
Vladimir Shamanov, who heads 
the defense affairs committee in 
the lower house of parliament, 
said Russia has “the necessary 
means for that, and the Ameri¬ 
cans and their allies know that 
quite well” and that a Russian re¬ 
taliatory strike could target U.S. 
Navy ships and aircraft. 

British Prime Minister There¬ 
sa May’s office said Tuesday the 
leaders of Britain, France and the 
United States are determined that 
those behind a chemical weapons 
attack in Syria will be “held to 
account.” 

May’s office said the prime 
minister spoke by phone Tuesday 
with Trump and French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron. 

There was no indication 
what form that response would 
take. May would not comment 
when asked whether Britain 
would join any U.S.-led military 
intervention. 

Amid the tough talk from the 
White House, the U.S. military 
appeared to be in position to carry 
out any attack order. A Navy de¬ 
stroyer, the USS Donald Cook, 
was underway in the eastern 
Mediterranean after completing 
a port call in Cyprus. The guided 
missile destroyer is armed with 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, the 
weapon of choice in a U.S. attack 
one year ago on an airfield in 
Syria following an alleged sarin 
gas attack on civilians. 

Syrian government forces and 
their allies were on alert Tuesday 
amid fears of an American strike. 
The Britain-based Syrian Obser¬ 
vatory for Human Rights said 
that as of Monday night, troops 
have been on a 72-hour alert and 
are fortifying their positions. The 
Observatory’s chief, Rami Abdur¬ 
rahman, said the alert includes 
all army positions and bases from 
the southern province of Sweida 
all the way to Aleppo province 


Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — Police have 
requested a travel ban on an 
American diplomat involved in a 
vehicle crash that killed one Pak¬ 
istani man and injured another 
over the weekend in the capital 
Islamabad. 


in the north, the Mediterranean 
coast in the west to Deir el-Zour 
province in the east, along the 
Iraqi border. 

The Sound and Picture Orga¬ 
nization, an activist collective in 
eastern Syria, said Iranian fight¬ 
ers and members of Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah group have evacuated 
their positions in the Boukamal 
area, near Iraq’s border. 

A Lebanese politician with 
close links to the Syrian govern¬ 
ment said officials were expect¬ 
ing a limited strike, similar to 
the one on Shayrat air base last 
year, when U.S. missiles struck 
the base following a chemical 
weapons attack on northern Syria 
that Washington blamed on the 
government. 

In Washington, NBC News re¬ 
ported that 
the Rus¬ 
sian mili¬ 
tary was 
jamming 
U.S. drones 
over Syria 
in an effort 
to disrupt 
any Ameri¬ 
can retalia¬ 
tion against 
chemical 
weapons at¬ 
tacks. NBC 
quoted four 
unidenti¬ 
fied U.S. 
officials for 
the report. 

The Rus¬ 
sian mili¬ 
tary, which 
has a presence in Syria as a key 
ally to President Bashar Assad, 
said its officers had visited the 
weekend site in a suburb of Da¬ 
mascus, the Syrian capital, and 
found no evidence to back up re¬ 
ports of poison gas being used. 
Russian U.N. Ambassador Vassily 
Nebenzia accused Washington of 
deliberately stoking international 
tensions by threatening Russia in 
a tone “beyond the threshold of 
what is acceptable, even during 
the Cold War.” 

Trump said there was little 
question that Syria was respon¬ 
sible for the apparent weekend 
attack, although Assad’s govern¬ 
ment denied it. 

“To me, there’s not much of a 
doubt, but the generals will figure 
it out,” Trump said. 

Emphatic in his condemnation 


The Interior Ministry on Tues¬ 
day confirmed it received the re¬ 
quest from Islamabad police to 
prevent military attache Col. Jo¬ 
seph Emanuel Hall from leaving 
the country. 

Pakistan had lodged a formal 
protest with U.S. Ambassador 


of the apparent gas attack, Trump 
noted graphic pictures of the dead 
and sickened, calling the assault 
“heinous,” “atrocious,” “horrible” 
and “barbaric.” 

Fielding questions at the White 
House, Sanders said it would be 
“outrageous” to say that Trump’s 
recent announcement that he in¬ 
tends to remove all U.S. forces 
from Syria in the coming months 
had emboldened Assad. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, 
in separate remarks at the Pen¬ 
tagon, also suggested Moscow 
bore some blame. He criticized 
Russia for what he suggested was 
its failure to ensure the elimina¬ 
tion of Syria’s chemical weapons 
arsenal under terms of a 2013 
agreement. 

The U.S., meanwhile, urged the 
U.N. Security Council to adopt a 
resolution that would condemn 
the continuing use of chemical 
weapons in Syria “in the stron¬ 
gest terms” and establish a new 
body to determine responsibility 
for chemical attacks. 

The draft resolution, obtained 
by The Associated Press, was cir¬ 
culated ahead of an emergency 
Security Council meeting. 

An American official said the 
U.S. was discussing with allies 
whether they would participate in 
a retaliatory strike. If Trump de¬ 
cides to proceed quickly, the most 
likely partner would be France 


David Hale over the death Satur¬ 
day of Ateeq Baig, 22, after Hall 
allegedly ran a red light and hit 
Baig’s motorcycle. 

Police briefly detained the 
American but did not arrest 
him because he has diplomatic 
immunity. 


rather than Britain because of 
concerns about obtaining permis¬ 
sion from Parliament, said the of¬ 
ficial, who wasn’t authorized to 
discuss the planning publicly and 
requested anonymity. 

As U.S. officials consider 
whether and how to respond, they 
are looking at what type of chemi¬ 
cal agent might have been used. 

When Trump ordered air- 
strikes last year after a chemical 
weapons attack, it was a response 
to the use of sarin gas, which is 
banned by the Chemical Weap¬ 
ons Convention that Syria has 
signed. An attack with chlorine, 
which can be used as a weapon 
but is not outright banned by the 
treaty, could raise precedent is¬ 
sues as there have been numer¬ 
ous recent allegations of chlorine 
attacks in Syria that have drawn 
no response from the Trump 
administration. 

In Damascus, a senior Iranian 
official warned that Israel’s air- 
strike on a Syrian air base Mon¬ 
day that killed several Iranians 
“will not remain unanswered.” 

Iran’s semiofficial Tasnim 
news agency put the number of 
Iranians killed in the attack at 
seven. It said the victims have 
been transferred to the Iranian 
capital, Tehran, and that funerals 
will be held in the victims’ cities 
of origin across the country. 


The U.S. Embassy expressed 
sympathy for the victims’ fami¬ 
lies and assured full cooperation 
with the investigation. 

The embassy issued a secu¬ 
rity alert restricting the move¬ 
ment of government personnel in 
Islamabad. 


Truman 
deploys to 
Mideast, 
Europe 

By Tyler Hlavac 
Stars and Stripes 

The USS Harry S. Truman Car¬ 
rier Strike Group departed Naval 
Station Norfolk, Va., on Wednes¬ 
day for a deployment to the Middle 
East and Europe. 

The aircraft carrier will be ac¬ 
companied by the guided missile 
cruiser USS Normandy and the 
guided missile destroyers USS 
Arleigh Burke, USS Bulkeley, USS 
Forrest Sherman and USS Far- 
ragut. The destroyers USS Jason 
Dunham and USS The Sullivans 
will join the strike group later, a 
Navy statement said. 

The strike group, carrying 6,500 
sailors and Carrier Air Wing One, 
will cruise alongside the German 
frigate FGS Hessen during the 
first half of the deployment. The 
German ship conducted a brief 
mission with the Harry S. Tru¬ 
man in 2010, the Navy said. 

It’s the first extended deploy¬ 
ment for the Harry S. Truman 
since it wrapped up a 10-month 
maintenance period last July. The 
warships’ mission will include 
“maritime security operations 
and theater security coopera¬ 
tion efforts alongside allies and 
partners,” and they will “provide 
crisis response capability and in¬ 
crease theater security coopera¬ 
tion and forward naval presence” 
in the Europe and Middle East, 
the statement said. 

The Harry S. Truman will re¬ 
place the USS Theodore Roosevelt 
strike group, which wrapped up 
its four-month deployment to the 
Middle East last month, and is op¬ 
erating in the Western Pacific. 

The Harry S. Truman, which 
is assigned to the Navy’s Fleet 
Forces Command, last traveled to 
the Middle East in 2015 to join the 
anti-Islamic State mission Opera¬ 
tion Inherent Resolve before re¬ 
turning home in 2016. 

During that deployment, the 
carrier traveled more than 53,000 
nautical miles and its aircraft flew 
more than 27,000 hours and 9,500 
sorties, 1,461 of which were in sup¬ 
port of anti-ISIS missions. 

The Navy routinely sends car¬ 
rier strike groups on rotational de¬ 
ployments to Bahrain, home of the 
5th Fleet, and has been an impor¬ 
tant part of efforts to defeat ISIS. 
Naval forces in the region began 
an air campaign against the ter¬ 
ror group in August 2014 when the 
USS George H.W. Bush launched 
airstrikes against targets in Iraq. 

It remains unclear what the up¬ 
coming strike group deployment 
might entail. Last month, Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump said he would 
withdraw U.S. forces from Syria 
and that other countries in the 
region should continue the cam¬ 
paign against ISIS. 

hlavac.tyler@stripes.com 
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Air Force to probe rise in Class C mishaps 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Air 
Force’s top general has ordered 
a probe into low-level, nonfatal 
aviation mishaps, asking investi¬ 
gators to determine whether un¬ 
derlying issues are responsible 
for an uptick in their frequency in 
recent years, Air Force officials 
said Tuesday. 

Gen. David Goldfein, the Air 
Force chief of staff, ordered last 
week that the Safety Office at 
Headquarters Air Force review 
Class C mishaps in an effort to 
drive down their occurrences, 
said Maj. Ken Scholz, a spokes¬ 
man for the service. The general 
is concerned the lower-level inci¬ 
dents, if unchecked, could result 
in higher rates of more serious 
crashes. 

A Class C mishap is defined by 
the Defense Department as an in¬ 
cident resulting in damages cost¬ 
ing $50,000 or more but less than 


$500,000 in repairs or a nonfatal 
injury that results in more than 
one day away from work. Class A 
mishaps, the most serious, cause 
more than $2 million of damage, 
the permanent destruction of an 
aircraft, a fatality or a permanent 
disability. 

“Any accident is one too many,” 
Gen. Stephen Wilson, the Air 
Force vice chief of staff, said 
Monday at the Future of War 
Conference in Washington. “We 
spend a lot of time making sure 
we have the safest program we 
possibly can.” 

The review comes on the heels 
of a week in which five military 
aircraft crashed in the United 
States and Africa. The crashes 
left seven servicemembers dead 
and four aircraft destroyed and 
prompted U.S. and Djiboutian of¬ 
ficials to ground American mili¬ 
tary aircraft operating out of the 
tiny Horn of Africa country that 
includes an American base key 
to operations in areas including 


Yemen and Somalia. 

The incidents included the 
April 4 crash of an Air Force F-16, 
which killed Thunderbirds pilot 
Maj. Stephen Del Bagno during 
training for the demonstration 
team’s upcoming airshows. The 
Air Force has canceled all Thun¬ 
derbirds performances through 
at least April 22 since Del Bag¬ 
no’s death, scrapping planned ap¬ 
pearances at shows in California, 
Florida and Ohio, the squadron’s 
commander, Lt. Col. Kevin Walsh, 
announced Monday. 

Despite Del Bagno’s death, 
which remains under investiga¬ 
tion, Air Force officials said Class 
A and Class B mishap rates have 
gone down in recent years. 

Wilson said Monday that 2014 
and 2017 were “the safest years” 
that the Air Force has recorded 
in terms of Class A mishaps. 

But crash data, recently exam¬ 
ined and published by Military 
Times, show even as the higher 
level incidents have receded, the 


rash of Class C mishaps have 
driven the Air Force to seven- 
year highs in reported aviation 
accidents. 

Some analysts and lawmakers 
have linked the increase in avia¬ 
tion and other noncombat mishaps 
to sequestration-mandated de¬ 
fense budget cuts in recent years. 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., and 
Rep. Mac Thornberry, R-Texas, 
have pointed to sequestration as 
the underlying issue in the crash¬ 
es, saying repeatedly the military 
is facing a readiness crisis. Mc¬ 
Cain, a former Navy fighter pilot, 
is chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, and Thorn- 
berry is chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee. 

But Pentagon officials have 
pushed back on the idea that 
funding is to blame for increases 
in aviation and other mishaps. 

Scholz, the Air Force spokes¬ 
man, said Tuesday that the 
service had not reached that 
conclusion. 


“I won’t speculate on suggested 
correlations between mishaps 
rates and funding but as our 
aircraft age, it costs more to fix 
them,” he told Stars and Stripes. 

Marine Lt. Gen. Kenneth McK¬ 
enzie, the director of the Joint 
Staff, said last week that mili¬ 
tary aviation was not in a crisis, 
but he promised the Pentagon 
was investigating recent crashes 
to determine whether they were 
linked. 

The published data show that 
aviation incidents have spiked 
since 2013, the year sequestra¬ 
tion was implemented. At least 
133 servicemembers were killed 
in crashes between fiscal year 
2013 and fiscal year 2017, the 
data show. 

Twenty-six troops have been 
killed in aviation crashes since 
fiscal year 2018 began Oct. 1. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Guard members 
start arriving at 
US-Mexico border 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey, front right, meets with Arizona National 
Guard soldiers prior to their deployment to the U.S.-Mexico border 
at Papago Park Military Reservation in Phoenix on Monday. 


By Nomaan Merchant 
and Bob Christie 

Associated Press 

HOUSTON — Some National 
Guard members have started ar¬ 
riving at the U.S.-Mexico border 
with more expected as federal 
government officials seek ways to 
curtail illegal immigration. 

The Republican governors of 
Texas, Arizona and New Mexico 
on Monday committed 1,600 
Guard members to the border, 
giving President Donald Trump 
many of the troops he requested 
to fight what he’s called a crisis of 
migrant crossings and crime. 

The only holdout border state 
was California, led by Democrat¬ 
ic Gov. Jerry Brown, who has not 
announced whether troops from 
his state’s National Guard will 
participate and has repeatedly 
fought with Trump over immi¬ 
gration policy. 

Under the federal law Trump 
invoked in his proclamation call¬ 
ing for National Guard troops, 
governors who send troops re¬ 
tain command and control over 
their state’s Guard members and 
the U.S. government picks up the 
cost. 

Brown’s spokesman, Evan 
Westrup, said California officials 
still are reviewing Trump’s troop 
request. 

Trump said last week he wants 
to send 2,000 to 4,000 National 
Guard members to the border, is¬ 
suing a proclamation citing “the 
lawlessness that continues at our 
southern border.” 

Trump administration officials 
have said that rising numbers of 
people being caught at the south¬ 


ern border, while in line with 
seasonal trends in recent years, 
require an immediate response. 

Apprehensions are still well 
below their historical trends dur¬ 
ing the terms of former presi¬ 
dents George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama, both of whom also de¬ 
ployed the Guard to the border. 

In Mexico City, a caravan of 
Central American migrants that 
had been heading north stopped 
in the Mexican capital. The cara¬ 
van had sparked furious criticism 
from Trump, followed days later 
by his National Guard border 
protection deployment plan. Or¬ 
ganizers said they never intended 
to go to the U.S. border. 

Arizona Republican Gov. Doug 
Ducey told a group of soldiers pre¬ 
paring to deploy from a Phoenix 
military base that their “mission 
is about providing manpower and 
resources” to support agencies on 
the border and denied that there 
was a political motive. 

“I don’t think this is a partisan 
issue or an identity issue,” he said. 
“You show me somebody who is 
for drug cartels or human traf¬ 
ficking or this ammunition that’s 
coming over a wide-open and un¬ 
protected border here.” 

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott told 
San Antonio radio station KTSA 


I don’t think this is 
a partisan issue or 
an identity issue, f 

Doug Ducey 

Arizona governor 


that he would add about 300 
troops a week until the total num¬ 
ber reaches at least 1,000 troops. 

Some Guard members will be 
armed if they are placed in poten¬ 
tial danger, Abbott said, adding 
he wanted to downplay specula¬ 
tion that “our National Guard is 
showing up with military bayo¬ 
nets trying to take on anybody 
that’s coming across the border, 
because that is not their role.” 

There is no end date for the de¬ 
ployment, Abbott said. “We may 
be in this for the long haul,” he 
said. 

New Mexico Gov. Susana Mar¬ 
tinez’s office said more than 80 
troops will deploy later this week. 
They will be the first of an expect¬ 
ed 250 Guard members from New 
Mexico to serve on the border. 

South Carolina Gov. Henry 
McMaster, a Republican, offered 
to send members of his state’s 
Guard as well. South Carolina 
sent troops to the border during 
Operation Jump Start, the border 
deployment ordered by Bush in 
2006. 

Trump has said he wants to use 
the military at the border until 
progress is made on his proposed 


border wall, which has mostly 
stalled in Congress. Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis last Friday 
approved paying for up to 4,000 
National Guard personnel from 
the Pentagon budget through the 
end of September. 

Mexico’s foreign relations sec¬ 
retary said his government is 
evaluating its cooperation with 
the United States. 

Luis Videgaray said in a Mon¬ 
day interview with local media 
that he will give results of the 
analysis to President Enrique 
Pena Nieto in coming weeks. 

The country’s Senate passed a 
resolution last week saying Mex¬ 
ico should suspend cooperation 
with the U.S. on illegal immigra¬ 
tion and drug trafficking in retal¬ 
iation for Trump’s move. 

But Videgaray said “no deci¬ 
sion has been taken to reduce 
or suspend any mechanism or 
cooperation.” 

Joel Villarreal, the mayor of 
Rio Grande City in Texas, said he 
did not agree with what he char¬ 
acterized as “the militarization of 
the border.” 

“It’s not good for business, to be 
frank with you,” Villarreal said. 


US parachute part lands 
at Japanese school 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— The Air Force is investigating 
after part of a parachute landed on 
a school Tuesday near the home 
of U.S. Forces Japan in western 
Tokyo. 

The incident happened about 5 
p.m. when a parachutist on a train¬ 
ing mission from Yokota cut away 
his chute mid-flight and landed 
safely on the base, a statement 
from the 374th Airlift Wing said. 

“A piece of parachute equipment 
was found off base at Hamura No. 
3 High School, and there were no 
reported injuries or damage,” the 
statement said. “Yokota Air Base 
takes matters of this nature seri¬ 
ously and the incident is under 
investigation.” 

The incident follows protests 
by Japanese residents over U.S. 
military aircraft parts falling 
onto schools on Okinawa and the 
arrival of CV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor 
aircraft at Yokota last week. 

Army says wildfire near 
Fort Carson contained 

The 2,800-acre wildfire burning 
on Fort Carson in Colorado was 
fully contained Monday, Army of¬ 
ficials said. 

Though only trace amounts, 
rainfall overnight helped with fire¬ 
fighters’ efforts to extinguish the 
flame, said Fort Carson spokes¬ 
woman Brandy Gill. “The rain did 
help, even though the firefighters 
did a great job fighting the fire 
Sunday afternoon,” Gill said. “I 
don’t think you’ll ever hear a fire¬ 
fighter say they didn’t appreciate 
the rain.” 

The fire was reported about 1 
p.m. near Fort Carson’s Gate 20 at 
the Cheyenne Mountain Shooting 
Complex, on property owned by 
Fort Carson but not on the post. By 
4:30 p.m., the fire had razed about 
700 acres and forced an hourslong 
closure of southbound Interstate 
25 between Mesa Ridge Parkway 
and Santa Fe Avenue exits. 

From staff and wire reports 
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GOP senator 
warns don’t 
oust Mueller 

By Sean Sullivan 
The Washington Post 

A top Republican senator 
said Tuesday that it would be 
“suicide” for President Donald 
Trump to discuss firing special 
counsel Robert Mueller as ten¬ 
sions heightened on Capitol Hill a 
day after Trump said he had been 
urged to oust Mueller. 

“I have confidence in Muel¬ 
ler. The president ought to have 
confidence in Mueller. I think ... 
it would be suicide for the presi¬ 
dent to want to talk about firing 
Mueller,” Senate Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee Chairman Charles Grass- 
ley, R-Iowa, said on Fox Business 
Network. “The less the president 
said on this whole thing, the bet¬ 
ter off he would be. The stronger 
his presidency would be.” 

Senate Minority Leader Charles 
Schumer, D-N.Y., also had stern 
words for Trump in a speech on 
the Senate floor. 

“Special counsel Mueller, the 
FBI, federal prosecutors and U.S. 
attorneys are following the due 
process of our legal system. Call¬ 
ing that an attack on our coun¬ 
try undermines the rule of law,” 
Schumer said. 

He said that firing Mueller 
would cross a “red line” and 
called on Congress to pass legis¬ 
lation to protect the special coun¬ 
sel from being removed without 
cause. 

Senators unveiled bipartisan 
legislation last year designed to 
protect Mueller. But Republican 
leaders have not moved forward 
with it, saying in recent months 
that it did not seem necessary. 

The warnings from lawmak¬ 
ers came the day after the FBI’s 
seizure of privileged communi¬ 
cations between Trump and his 
private attorney, Michael Cohen, 
as well as documents related to a 
$130,000 payment to Stormy Dan¬ 
iels, the adult-film actress who 
has alleged that she had a sexual 
affair with Trump a decade ago. 

“I think it’s a disgrace what’s 
going on. We’ll see what hap¬ 
pens,” Trump said Monday after 
reports of the FBI raid. Of Muel¬ 
ler, he said: “Many people have 
said you should fire him.” 

The FBI raid of Cohen’s office 
was part of an investigation re¬ 
ferred by Mueller to federal pros¬ 
ecutors in New York. 

Some Republicans have defend¬ 
ed the president. In doing so, one 
mentioned Trump’s 2016 oppo¬ 
nent, Democrat Hillary Clinton. 

“Think about the double stan¬ 
dard,” Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, 
said on Fox News Channel. “Yes¬ 
terday, we had the FBI raid the 
president’s private attorney’s 
residence and business. That’s 
privileged information. And yet, 
when Hillary Clinton had some 
60,000 emails, David Kendall had 
possession of those emails, they 
got to decide ... which ones were 
personal.” 


EPA chief’s 
security detail 
is scrutinized 



Agents searched a hotel room at the Loews Regency Hotel on Monday where President Donald 
Trump’s personal attorney, Michael Cohen, has been staying while his home is under renovation. 

President rails about raid 
by feds on lawyer’s office 


By Eric Tucker 
and Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Federal 
agents have raided the office of 
President Donald Trump’s per¬ 
sonal attorney, Michael Cohen, 
seizing records on topics that 
include a $130,000 payment 
made to porn actress Stormy 
Daniels, who says she had sex 
with Trump. 

The raid prompted a new 
blast Tuesday from the presi¬ 
dent, who tweeted that “Attor¬ 
ney-client privilege is dead!” 

A furious Trump, who in the 
last month has escalated his at¬ 
tacks on Robert Mueller’s Rus¬ 
sia investigation, said Monday 
from the White House that it 
was a “disgrace” that the FBI 
“broke into” his lawyer’s office. 
He called Mueller’s investiga¬ 
tion “an attack on our country,” 
prompting new speculation that 
he might seek the removal of 
the Justice Department’s spe¬ 
cial counsel. 

The raid was overseen by the 
U.S. Attorney’s office in Man¬ 
hattan and was based in part 
on a referral from Mueller, said 
Cohen’s lawyer, Stephen Ryan. 

“The decision by the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in New York 
to conduct their investiga¬ 
tion using search warrants is 
completely inappropriate and 
unnecessary,” Ryan said in a 
statement. “It resulted in the 
unnecessary seizure of protect¬ 
ed attorney client communica¬ 
tions between a lawyer and his 
clients.” 

The raid creates a new legal 
headache for Trump as he and 


his attorneys weigh whether 
to agree to an interview with 
Mueller’s team, which in addi¬ 
tion to investigating potential 
ties between Russia and the 
Trump campaign is also exam¬ 
ining whether the president’s 
actions constitute obstruction 
of justice. 

And the law enforcement 
action will almost certainly 
amplify the public scrutiny on 
the payment to Daniels, who 
says she had sex with Trump in 
2006. The payment was made 
just days before the 2016 presi¬ 
dential election. Trump told re¬ 
porters last week that he did not 
know about it. 

Search warrants are a fairly 
standard, though aggressive, 
law enforcement tool and are 
often sought in cases where 
authorities are concerned 
someone may hide or withhold 
evidence. To obtain one, agents 
must convince a judge they 
have probable cause of criminal 
activity and they believe they’ll 
find evidence of wrongdoing in 
a search. A warrant requires 
high-level approval within the 
Justice Department, and agen¬ 
cy guidelines impose additional 
hurdles when the search target 
is an attorney. 

Authorities working with 
Mueller chose a similar tactic 
last summer when they raided 
the home of former Trump cam¬ 
paign chairman Paul Manafort, 
who was subsequently indicted. 

In this case, Mueller opted 
to refer the matter to federal 
prosecutors in Manhattan. Be¬ 
sides Cohen’s office, agents also 
searched a hotel room where 
he’s been staying while his 


home is under renovation. 

Under Justice Department 
regulations, Mueller must con¬ 
sult with Deputy Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Rod Rosenstein when his 
investigators uncover new evi¬ 
dence that may fall outside his 
original mandate. Rosenstein 
then will determine whether 
to allow Mueller to proceed or 
to assign the matter to another 
U.S. attorney or another part of 
the Justice Department. 

A spokesman for Mueller’s 
office did not immediately re¬ 
turn a call seeking comment. 
White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders and 
the U.S. attorney’s office also 
had no comment. Monday’s 
raid was first reported by The 
New York Times. 

Ryan did not elaborate on the 
documents taken from Cohen’s 
office but said he has cooperat¬ 
ed with investigators, including 
meeting last fall with lawmak¬ 
ers looking into Russian inter¬ 
ference in the 2016 election. 

Cohen has more recently 
attracted attention for his ac¬ 
knowledgment that he paid 
Daniels $130,000 out of his own 
pocket shortly before the 2016 
presidential election. Cohen has 
said neither the Trump Organi¬ 
zation nor the Trump campaign 
was a party to the transaction 
with Daniels and he was not re¬ 
imbursed for the payment. 

Several former officials at the 
Federal Election Commission 
have said the payment appears 
to be a violation of campaign fi¬ 
nance laws, and multiple Wash¬ 
ington-based groups have filed 
complaints with the FEC, urg¬ 
ing it to investigate. 


By Juliet Eilperin 
and Brady Dennis 
The Washington Post 

Two Democratic senators de¬ 
manded a congressional inquiry 
Tuesday into the justification un¬ 
derpinning the round-the-clock 
security detail for Environmental 
Protection Agency Administrator 
Scott Pruitt, citing new docu¬ 
ments suggesting that that level 
of security is not justified. 

Writing to Senate Environment 
and Public Works Committee 
Chairman John Barrasso, R-Wyo., 
fellow panel members Sheldon 
Whitehouse, D-R.I., and Thomas 
Carper, D-Del., reference several 
internal documents — which they 
are keeping confidential “in an 
abundance of caution to protect 
any specific ongoing security ef¬ 
forts” — that allude to the kind of 
threats that have not traditionally 
triggered 24-7 protection. Those 
include messages threatening 
to leave scrapings of old paint at 
the administrator’s office and one 
telling Pruitt, “We are watching 
you” on the agency’s climate-re¬ 
lated policies. 

In a Feb. 14 “Preliminary In¬ 
telligence Enterprise Threat As¬ 
sessment Review” memo from 
EPA’s Office of Homeland Secu¬ 
rity Intelligence Team, according 
to the senators’ letter, agency offi¬ 
cials used all caps and bold print 
as they concluded that the justifi¬ 
cation for the coverage outlined 
by Pruitt’s protective security 
detail in an Oct. 17 memorandum 
“DOES NOT employ sound anal¬ 
ysis or articulate relevant ‘threat 
specific’ information appropri¬ 
ate to draw any resource or level 
of threat conclusions regarding 
the protection posture for the 
Administrator.” 

The memo states that “Lujsing 
all source intelligence resources, 
EPAIntelligencehasnotidentified 
any specific credible direct threat 
to the EPA Administrator.” 

Pruitt’s aides and members of 
the EPA’s inspector general’s of¬ 
fice have repeatedly said Pruitt 
faces a higher level of threats 
than his immediate predecessors, 
which has prompted round-the- 
clock protection and his repeated 
use of first-class flights since 
shortly after he took office last 
February. The salary and travel 
costs of his detail alone already 
has reached nearly $3 million, ac¬ 
cording to an EPA official. 

“According to EPA’s Assistant 
Inspector General, Scott Pruitt 
has faced an unprecedented 
amount of death threats against 
him and his family,” EPA spokes¬ 
man Jahan Wilcox said Saturday 
in an email. “Americans should 
all agree that members of the 
President’s cabinet should be kept 
safe from these violent threats.” 

But the new documents detail 
an ongoing disagreement among 
the agency’s intelligence officials, 
the EPA inspector general and se¬ 
nior political appointees over the 
level of threat Pruitt faces. 
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Facebook sends privacy alerts as CEO faces Congress 


By Matt O’Brien 

Associated Press 

Facebook began alerting some users that 
their data was swept up in the Cambridge 
Analytica privacy scandal. 

A notification that appeared on Facebook 
for some users Tuesday told them that “one 
of your friends” used 
Facebook to log into a 
now-banned person¬ 
ality quiz app called 
“This Is Your Digital 
Life.” The notice said 
the app misused the 
information, includ¬ 
ing public profile, 
page likes, birthday 
and current city, by 
sharing it with the 
political data-mining 
firm Cambridge Analytica. 

As many as 87 million users who might 
have had their data shared were supposed 
to get the detailed message on their news 
feeds starting Monday. Facebook said 
more than 70 million of the affected users 


are in the U.S., though there are over a mil¬ 
lion each in the Philippines, Indonesia and 
the U.K. 

The notifications began appearing hours 
before Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
was scheduled to address the privacy scan¬ 
dal in a congressional hearing Tuesday. 

The company faces two new federal law¬ 
suits for allegedly violating the trust of the 
affected users.. 

A California suit filed Monday seeks a 
court order to halt what it calls Facebook’s 
unfair and deceptive business practices. 

A Delaware case filed Tuesday contends 
Facebook violated a 2011 consent decree 
with the Federal Trade Commission. It 
also names Cambridge Analytica and its 
business partners as defendants, alleging 
they committed fraud by using the social 
network to obtain personal data on at least 
80 million Facebook users without their 
knowledge and consent. 

Both are seeking class-action status. 
Lawyers in the Delaware case say they 
are aware of about a dozen similar suits. 
Facebook had no comment, but referred 
to previous statements that called Cam¬ 


bridge Analytica’s actions a breach of 
trust. 

Darrell West said he wasn’t too surprised 
to receive the privacy alert notification, 
since he has about 5,000 Facebook friends 
and it would have taken just one of them to 
take the personality quiz. 

But it still bothered West, who directs 
the Center for Technology Innovation at 
the Brookings Institution in Washington. 
Cambridge Analytica, a consulting firm 
affiliated with Donald Trump’s success¬ 
ful presidential campaign, obtained users’ 
data through an app that was purportedly 
a research tool. 

“It disturbs me that some of my informa¬ 
tion may have helped Donald Trump be¬ 
come president, even if I was only one of 87 
million,” West said. “I do think it mattered, 
just because it was information that was so 
detailed. It was providing a gold mine for 
the candidates who use it. It allowed them 
to target their advertising very effectively 
and really hone their message.” 

Cambridge Analytica whistleblower 
Christopher Wylie previously estimated 
that more than 50 million people were com¬ 


promised by the personality quiz that col¬ 
lected data from users and their friends. In 
an interview aired Sunday on NBC’s “Meet 
the Press,” Wylie said the true number 
could be even larger than 87 million. 

That Facebook app was created in 2014 
by an academic researcher named Alek- 
sander Kogan, who paid about 270,000 
people to take it. The app vacuumed up not 
just the data of the people who took it, but 
also — thanks to Facebook’s loose restric¬ 
tions — data from their friends, including 
details that they hadn’t intended to share 
publicly. 

Facebook later limited the data apps can 
access, but it was too late in this case. 

Zuckerberg has said Facebook came up 
with the 87 million figure by calculating 
the maximum number of friends that users 
could have had while Kogan’s app was col¬ 
lecting data. The company doesn’t have 
logs going back that far, he said, so it can’t 
know exactly how many people may have 
been affected. 

Facebook users who didn’t get the notice 
can check the platform’s help page to con¬ 
firm that they weren’t affected. 



Cosby lawyer launches attack on ‘con artist’ accuser 



Matt Slocum/AP 


Bill Cosby arrives for his sexual assault trial Tuesday at the 
Montgomery County Courthouse in Norristown, Pa. 

wouldn’t have paid out so much 


By Michael R. Sisak 

Associated Press 

NORRISTOWN, Pa. — Bill 
Cosby’s lawyer launched a blis¬ 
tering courtroom attack on the 
comedian’s accuser Tuesday, 
branding her a con artist whose 
goal was “money, money and lots 
more money.” 

Tom Mesereau told jurors in 
his opening statement at the for¬ 
mer TV star’s sex-assault trial 
that Andrea Constand wasn’t at¬ 
tracted to Cosby but was “madly 
in love” with his fame and money 
and made up the accusations to 
score a big payday. 

He said she “hit the jackpot” 
when Cosby paid her $3.4 million 
to settle her lawsuit over allega¬ 
tions he drugged and molested 
her in 2004. 

Prosecutors say it was the 
“Cosby Show” star who betrayed 
Constand’s trust by giving her 
pills and then violating her at his 
suburban Philadelphia mansion. 
Cosby, 80, faces three counts of 
aggravated indecent assault, each 
punishable by up to 10 years in 
prison. 


A jury deadlocked at his first 
trial last spring, setting the stage 
for a retrial. 

District Attorney Kevin Steele 
revealed the previously secret 
settlement amount in his opening 
statement on Monday, in an ap¬ 
parent attempt to suggest Cosby 


money if the accusations against 
him were false. 

Mesereau told the jury instead 
that Constand was in deep finan¬ 
cial trouble and had pinned her 
hopes on milking her relationship 
with Cosby. 


Constand stiffed roommates on 
utility bills, racked up big credit 
card bills and operated a Ponzi 
scheme while running women’s 
basketball operations at Temple 
University, where Cosby was an 
alumnus and trustee, Mesereau 
said. 

He said Constand went to Cos¬ 
by’s home at least a half-dozen 
times and sneaked into bed with 
him at a Connecticut casino. 

“You’re going to be wonder¬ 
ing: What did she want from Bill 
Cosby?” Mesereau said. “You al¬ 
ready know the answer: money, 
money and lots more money.” 

He said Constand outlined her 
scheme to a Temple University 
colleague, Marguerite Jackson. 
The defense plans to call Jackson 
as a witness, and Mesereau said 
she will testify that Constand 
— inspired by a story they saw on 
the news — mused about setting 
up a celebrity so she could sue 
and get money. 

“A con artist is what you get, 
ladies and gentlemen of the jury,” 
the defense attorney said. “A con 
artist. And we’ll prove it.” 

Cosby’s legal team at his first 


trial wasn’t nearly as aggressive 
in attacking Constand, focusing 
instead on inconsistencies in her 
statements to police and arguing 
the pair had a romantic relation¬ 
ship. The jury that time was not 
permitted to hear about the set¬ 
tlement, nor was Jackson allowed 
to take the stand. 

Prosecutors have lined up a pa¬ 
rade of five additional accusers to 
make the case that the entertain¬ 
er once revered as “America’s 
Dad” lived a double life as one of 
Hollywood’s biggest predators. 
Only one additional accuser took 
the stand at the first trial. 

The comedian arrived at the 
courthouse Tuesday amid height¬ 
ened security after a topless pro¬ 
tester who appeared on several 
episodes of “The Cosby Show” 
as a child jumped a barricade 
on Monday and got within a few 
feet of Cosby as he entered the 
courthouse. 

Cosby was surrounded by five 
sheriff’s deputies as he walked 
inside Tuesday. 


Unsealed affidavit details search for the Austin bomber 


By Mark D. Wilson 

Austin (Texas) American-Statesman 

AUSTIN, Texas — An affidavit 
filed in federal court against Aus¬ 
tin bomber Mark Anthony Conditt 
gives new details about how police 
closed in on him and the contents 
of the bombs that detonated across 
the city last month. 

The newly unsealed affidavit 
said investigators were able to iden¬ 
tify several similarities among the 
devices, including their delivery 
method, manner of detonation and 
making. All six bombs contained 
shrapnel, the document said. 


The first bomb exploded in the 
hands of Anthony Stephan House 
at his home in the 1100 block of 
Haverford Drive on March 2. 

On March 12, two more package 
bombs detonated. The first killed 
Draylen Mason, 17, and injured his 
mother in the 4800 block of Oldfort 
Hill Drive. The second critically 
injured Esperanza Herrera in the 
6700 block of Galindo Street hours 
later, though the affidavit said it 
may have been addressed to a dif¬ 
ferent home on the same street. 

The next bomb attack happened 
on March 18 when Colton Mathes 
and Will Grote hit a trip wire on 


Dawn Song Drive in Southwest 
Austin. 

The affidavit said a witness told 
investigators she’d seen a “drive 
like your children live here” sign 
when she returned to her home 
that evening. She said the sign was 
not there when she left. 

Authorities concluded that the 
sign was used to conceal the explo¬ 
sive device. 

On March 20, two more devices 
were found, one of which exploded 
at a FedEx facility in Schertz. 

The affidavit said the second 
device, which bomb technicians 
rendered safe at a FedEx facility 


in Southeast Austin, was inside a 
package and composed of a PVC 
pipe casing with a metal pipe in¬ 
side surrounded by shrapnel. 

The device was rigged to ignite 
when the flap of the package was 
opened, the affidavit said. 

On Feb. 27, several days before 
the first bombing, a man pur¬ 
chased several items from a Fry’s 
Electronics store, which included 
five items that were present in all 
of the bombs. 

Investigators also found sur¬ 
veillance footage from a Home 
Depot in Round Rock of a man 
who looked like Conditt purchas¬ 


ing a “Drive Like Your Kids Live 
Here” sign and a six pack of work 
gloves that matched those seen on 
the FedEx Office video. 

After terrorizing Austin for 
three weeks with the series of pack¬ 
age bombs, Conditt died March 21 
when he detonated a package in¬ 
side his vehicle on Interstate 35 as 
authorities moved in to take him 
into custody. 

Investigators said he left behind 
a nearly 30-minute video confes¬ 
sion on his cellphone, in which he 
referred to himself as a psycho¬ 
path and described the bombs he 
had made. 
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Court: Women's pay can't 
be based on past wages 


By Sudhin Thanawala 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — Relying on a woman’s previ¬ 
ous salary to determine her pay for a new job per¬ 
petuates disparities in the wages of men and women 
and is illegal when it results in higher pay for men, a 
federal appeals court ruled Monday. 

The unanimous ruling by an 11-judge panel of the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals came in a lawsuit 
filed by a California school employee who learned 
over lunch with colleagues in 2012 that she made thou¬ 
sands of dollars less than her male counterparts. 

The 9th Circuit held that pay differences based on 
prior salaries are inherently discriminatory under 
the federal Equal Pay Act because the previous sala¬ 
ries were the result of gender bias. 

“Women are told they are not worth as much as 
men,” Judge Stephen Reinhardt wrote before he died 
last month. “Allowing prior salary to justify a wage 
differential perpetuates this message, entrenching in 
salary systems an obvious means of discrimination.” 

Debra Katz, an employment attorney in Washing¬ 
ton who handles equal pay lawsuits, said the ruling 
undercut one of the key arguments that employers 
have made for allowing pay disparities to continue. 

“Employers always point to salary history to jus¬ 
tify paying an employee less, which just institutional¬ 
izes the discrimination,” she said. 

In the case decided Monday, plaintiff Aileen Rizo 
took a job as a math consultant in Fresno County in 
2009 after working for several years in Arizona. The 
policy of the Fresno County superintendent of schools 
at the time was to add 5 percent to the previous sala¬ 
ries of all new hires. 

The policy was “gender-neutral, objective and ef¬ 
fective in attracting qualified applicants,” Fresno 
County Superintendent of Schools Jim Yovino re¬ 
sponded in a statement Monday saying he will appeal 
the ruling to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Yovino said the policy was applied to more than 
3,000 employees over 17 years and had “no disparate 
impact on female employees.” 

It’s not clear how the school district in Phoenix 
where Rizo worked arrived at her previous salary. 
However, 9th Circuit Judge Paul Watford said in a 
separate opinion that Fresno County failed to show her 
pay there was not affected by gender discrimination. 


Rizo said Monday she cried “tears of joy” when 
she heard about the ruling. The decision overturned 
an opinion last year by a smaller panel of 9th Circuit 
judges that was criticized by equal pay advocates. 

A California law signed last year prohibits employ¬ 
ers from asking job applicants about prior salaries 
— a policy adopted by a handful of other states and 
some cities. The measure is designed to narrow the 
pay gap between men and women. 

Women made about 80 cents for every dollar earned 
by men in 2015, according to U.S. government data. 

The Equal Pay Act, signed into law by President 
John F. Kennedy in 1963, for¬ 
bids employers from paying 
women less than men based 
on gender for equal work 
performed under similar 
conditions. 

But it creates exemptions 
when pay is based on senior¬ 
ity, merit, quantity or quality of 
work or “any other factor other 
than sex.” 

In a separate opinion Mon¬ 
day, 9th Circuit Judge M. 
Margaret McKeown said her 
colleagues were going too far 
in barring any consideration of 
previous pay, even in conjunc¬ 
tion with other factors such as 
education and experience. 

“Differences in prior pay may well be based on 
other factors such as the cost of living in different 
parts of our country,” she said. “Also, it is possible, 
and we hope in this day probable, that the prior 
employer had adjusted its pay system to be gender 
neutral.” 

Rizo, who trained math teachers in the Fresno 
County district before leaving for another job, earned 
a little under $63,000 a year when she was hired. She 
learned that one male colleague with less experi¬ 
ence, education and seniority made nearly $13,000 
more than her, she said. 

“This case is not about me,” said Rizo, now an 
advocate for equal pay. “It’s about all women and 
the chance that we have for pay equity when we’re 
released from historically low wages that many 
women, especially women of color like myself, have 
been earning.” 


B This case 
is not about 
■ me. It’s 
about all 
women and 
the chance 
that we 
have for pay 
I equity . f 

Aileen Rizo 

plaintiff 


TV host resigns after threatening 
Parkland school shooting survivor 


Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — A conservative 
commentator who sent a violent 
and vulgar tweet saying he would 
use “a hot poker” to sexually as¬ 
sault a 17-year-old survivor of a 
Florida high school shooting has 
resigned from a St. Louis TV 
station after several advertisers 
withdrew from his show. 

KDNL-TV has canceled “The 
Allman Report” and accepted 
Jamie Allman’s resignation, ac¬ 
cording to a brief statement from 
Ronn Torossian, a spokesman for 
the Sinclair Broadcast Group, 
which operates the TV station. 
Before the show’s launch in Janu¬ 
ary 2015, KDNL-TV touted it as 
a nontraditional newscast with a 
conservative spin. 

Allman hasn’t responded to 
messages from The Associated 


Press seeking comment. He was 
absent Monday from his show on 
KFTK-FM. The radio station’s 
owner, Emmis Communications, 
did not immediately respond to 
an email Tuesday asking about 
Allman’s status. 

Several businesses pulled ad¬ 
vertising from Allman’s shows 
after he sent the March 26 tweet 
targeting David Hogg. Allman’s 
Twitter account was “locked” 
shortly after he sent the tweet, re¬ 
stricting access to his account, but 
a screenshot of it has been widely 
circulated on social media. 

Hogg has strongly advocated for 
stricter gun control since 17 peo¬ 
ple were killed in the Feb. 14 mass 
shooting at his school in Parkland, 
Fla. The teenager’s willingness to 
take on the cause has made him a 
target for some conservatives. 

Fox News Channel’s Laura In¬ 


graham took a week’s leave after 
apologizing via social media for 
her tweet that Hogg had “whined” 
about not getting in to some col¬ 
leges he had applied for. Ingraham 
hasn’t discussed that episode spe¬ 
cifically, but promised upcoming 
stories about conservatives who 
she says are fighting attempts to 
silence them. 

Sinclair is a conservative-lean¬ 
ing company that owns nearly 200 
local TV stations, making it one of 
the largest such companies in the 
U.S. 

President Donald Trump last 
week defended the company after 
a video showing dozens of Sinclair 
news anchors reading a script ex¬ 
pressing concern about “fake sto¬ 
ries” and “one-sided news stories 
plaguing the country” appeared 
on TV news reports and circu¬ 
lated online. 
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Homes in the Cantera area in San Juan, Puerto Rico, are covered 
with Federal Emergency Management Agency tarps in October. 


FEMA is blamed for 
failed contracts to 
deliver hurricane aid 


By Michael Biesecker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
awarded contracts for hurricane 
supplies without adequately re¬ 
searching whether winning bid¬ 
ders could deliver what they 
promised, according to a new 
investigation by Democrats on a 
Senate oversight committee. 

The investigation followed dis¬ 
closures by The Associated Press 
in November that a newly cre¬ 
ated Florida company with an un¬ 
proven record had won more than 
$30 million in FEMA contracts to 
provide 500,000 tarps and 60,000 
rolls of plastic sheeting for repairs 
after Hurricane Maria damaged 
tens of thousands of homes in 
Puerto Rico. That vendor, Bronze 
Star LLC, of St. Cloud, Fla., never 
delivered those urgently needed 
supplies. 

The report from Democrats on 
the Senate Committee on Home¬ 
land Security and Governmental 
Affairs described failures by the 
Trump administration that pre¬ 
vented timely delivery of tarps 
and sheeting to hurricane victims 
after the summer’s storms. It fo¬ 
cused on the Bronze Star contract 
and another awarded to Global 
Computers and Networks LLC, of 
Fort Washington, Pa. 

Bronze Star was formed less 
than two months before bidding 
on FEMA’s tarp and sheeting 
contracts. Global Computers 
registered as a federal govern¬ 
ment contractor in September, 
about one month before it won its 
FEMA contract. 

FEMA, an agency under the 
Homeland Security Department, 
had awarded Global Computers 
a $33.9 million contract to pro¬ 
vide 500,000 tarps but canceled 
the deal about five weeks later 
because of the company’s failure 
to provide any tarps. FEMA also 
terminated Bronze Star’s con¬ 
tracts without paying any money 
after about four weeks. 

The report said FEMA officials 


were required to determine that a 
bidding company was capable of 
fulfilling a contract, and FEMA 
was permitted under federal 
rules to rank a proposal from a 
company with demonstrated suc¬ 
cessful past performance higher 
than one with no experience of¬ 
fering a lower price. 

“Once again we’ve seen mas¬ 
sive contracts awarded to in¬ 
dividuals and companies that 
would seem to have no capacity to 
deliver,” Sen. Claire McCaskill, 
D-Mo., said in a statement. She 
called the contracts “a failure to 
safeguard tax dollars and a fail¬ 
ure to deliver desperately needed 
goods and services.” 

The Homeland Security De¬ 
partment’s inspector general is 
still investigating the contracts. 

The head of Global Computers, 
Dominique Pereira, told the AP 
late Monday that the company 
has been cooperating with fed¬ 
eral investigators but declined 
further comment. Phone calls to 
Bronze Star’s offices in Florida 
went unanswered throughout the 
day Monday. 

One of Bronze Star’s own¬ 
ers, Kayon Jones, told the AP 
previously that manufacturers 
he contacted before bidding on 
the contracts assured him they 
could provide the tarps but later 
said they could not meet the gov¬ 
ernment’s requirements. Jones 
said supplying the materials was 
problematic because most of the 
raw materials came out of Hous¬ 
ton, which was hit hard by Hurri¬ 
cane Harvey. He said he sought a 
waiver from FEMA to allow him 
to order tarps from a Chinese 
manufacturer and for more time, 
but FEMA denied the request. 

Jones, who served in the Navy 
from 1997 to 2000, said he picked 
the Bronze Star name because 
he has another company with 
the word star in it. Neither he 
nor his brother, who is the firm’s 
co-owner and also is a veteran, 
earned the Bronze Star military 
commendation. 
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Watchdog agency's actions halt under Trump 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Mick Mulvaney, director of the Office of Management and Budget 
and also acting director of the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau, is working to reduce the bureau’s mandate. 


By Ken Sweet 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — In the 135 days 
since the Trump administration 
took control of the nation’s con¬ 
sumer watchdog agency, it has not 
recorded a single enforcement 
action against banks, credit card 
companies, debt collectors or any 
finance companies whatsoever. 

That’s likely no fluke. Mick 
Mulvaney, appointed acting di¬ 
rector of the Consumer Finan¬ 
cial Protection Bureau in late 
November, promised to shrink 
the bureau’s mandate and take a 
much softer approach to enforce¬ 
ment, and records reviewed by 
The Associated Press indicate he 
has kept his word. 

A review of a CFPB database 
obtained by the AP through a 
Freedom of Information request 
shows that the bureau issued an 
average of two to four enforce¬ 
ment actions a month under for¬ 
mer Director Richard Cordray, 
President Barack Obama’s ap¬ 
pointee. The database shows zero 
enforcement actions have been 
taken since Nov. 21, 2017, three 
days before Cordray resigned. 

Before Mulvaney, the bureau 
used enforcement actions to ex¬ 
tract billions of dollars in relief 
for consumers from financial 
companies and to stop compa¬ 
nies from doing harm. Bank of 
America was ordered to return 
$727 million to consumers for 
deceptive credit card practices in 
2015 — the largest award in the 
bureau’s history — but the CFPB 
has issued dozens of smaller ac¬ 
tions to get relief for student bor¬ 
rowers, victims of debt collection 
companies and bank customers. 

In the roughly seven years it 
has been in existence, the bureau 
has returned $3.97 billion in cash 
back to American consumers 


through enforcement actions and 
an additional $7.93 billion in other 
types of relief, such as lower loan 
balances or debt relief, based on 
the CFPB’s records. The bureau 
estimates roughly one of every 
10 Americans has received some 
sort of reimbursement or relief 
due to the bureau’s enforcement 
work since it was created. 

Despite that direct relief to con¬ 
sumers, Republicans — including 
Mulvaney when he was repre¬ 
senting South Carolina in Con¬ 
gress — accused the bureau of 
overreach. Mulvaney once called 
the bureau a “sick, sad joke” of an 
agency. 

Bureau watchers on both sides 
of the issue say that they don’t 


believe enforcement actions have 
stopped entirely, and supervision 
and investigations at the agency 
are still ongoing. In a statement, 
the CFPB said the slowdown is 
tied to a new administration tak¬ 
ing over the bureau, adding that 
“it is our job to enforce the law, 
and we take it very seriously.” 

While consumer advocates ex¬ 
pected fewer enforcement actions 
under a more business-friendly 
Trump administration, the fact 
that the database indicates they 
have stopped entirely raises con¬ 
cern that consumers have been 
left vulnerable. There were some 
periods under the Obama admin¬ 
istration where bureau enforce¬ 
ment actions slowed, but those 


appear largely tied to the fact the 
agency was just getting under¬ 
way. This is the longest stretch 
without enforcement actions in 
the CFPB’s history. 

“Enforcement is very impor¬ 
tant,” said Lauren Saunders, as¬ 
sociate director at the National 
Consumer Law Center, a con¬ 
sumer advocacy organization and 
a critic of Mulvaney. “If a compa¬ 
ny violates the law, it needs to be 
held accountable and called out 
instead of being quietly admon¬ 
ished through supervision.” 

The bureau effectively has two 
main avenues it can use to check 
wrongdoing at banks and other fi¬ 
nancial companies. 

One is supervision, which is 
typically confidential and more 
routine. The CFPB has full-time 
inspectors inside most of the na¬ 
tion’s largest banks who, when 
they see something that may not 
be illegal but still raises concerns, 
can speak privately with bank 
management. If an issue is more 
substantial, such as a potential 
breach of consumer protection 
laws, the bureau can begin an 
investigation that can culminate 
in an enforcement order, which is 
basically a court order directing 
a company to stop illegal behav¬ 
ior and often carries a fine. 

“Enforcement is one of the 
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most important parts of CFPB, 
because of the signals it is able to 
send to markets,” Saunders said. 

Whether or not enforcement 
has been slowed by the change 
in management, Mulvaney re¬ 
peatedly has said he wants to 
significantly curtail the bureau’s 
operations, and the slowing of en¬ 
forcement would be part of that. 

Mulvaney will appear in front 
of Congress on Wednesday and 
Thursday to discuss that report, 
and enforcement is expected to 
come up in questioning. 
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facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 

| INTEREST RATES 

Prime rate 

4 75 

Discount rate 

::::::::::::::: 2.25 

Federal funds market rate.. 

.1.69 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 

.1.72 

.3.01 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
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N. Korea's Kim briefs officials on talks with US 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un made 
his first publicly reported com¬ 
ments about talks with the United 
States as plans moved forward 
for a summit expected to be held 
within weeks. 

President Donald Trump of¬ 
fered a timeline Monday, saying 
the summit would be held in May 
or early June, but the communist 
state had largely maintained si¬ 
lence on the issue after delivering 
an invitation via South Korean 
envoys. 

That raised concerns about the 
North’s sincerity in holding what 


would be its first-ever summit 
with a sitting U.S. president. How¬ 
ever, Kim briefed top ruling party 
officials Monday, giving them his 
“profound analysis and appraisal” 
of prospects for future dialogue 
with the United States, according 
to the state-run Korean Central 
News Agency. 

The KCNA report didn’t specifi¬ 
cally mention plans for a summit 
with Trump, but it comes on the 
heels of confirmation that Wash¬ 
ington and Pyongyang have been 
in contact and the North has said 
it’s ready to discuss its nuclear 
weapons program. 

Kim spoke at a meeting of the 
politburo of the ruling Workers’ 


Party’s Central Committee, which 
approved a budget for the year 
that’s to be presented to parlia¬ 
ment, due to convene Wednesday, 
KCNA said. 

It added that the leader men¬ 
tioned his upcoming summit with 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in, which is to be held on April 
27 in the truce village of Panmun- 
jom in the heavily fortified border 
that divides the rival nations. 

He then discussed the “pros¬ 
pect of the [North Korean]-U.S. 
dialogue and set forth the strate¬ 
gic and tactical issues” to be main¬ 
tained by the party, KCNA said. 

The comments come as diplo¬ 
matic efforts to resolve the nuclear 


crisis move forward with surpris¬ 
ing speed after the North agreed 
to join the Olympics, opening the 
door for the first formal talks with 
Seoul in more than two years and 
reducing tensions that had spiked 
after months of saber-rattling and 
missile and nuclear tests by the 
North. 

South Korean envoys who met 
with Kim in Pyongyang then said 
he had invited Trump for talks as 
soon as possible and was willing to 
discuss denuclearization. Trump 
surprised the international com¬ 
munity by quickly agreeing to 
meet. 

Trump administration officials 
reportedly said Sunday that they 
have confirmed via direct contact 


with the North that Kim is willing 
to discuss the denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula. 

Experts have warned against 
raising expectations for the out¬ 
come of the meeting, noting the 
sides still have major differ¬ 
ences, including the definition of 
denuclearization. 

U.S. administrations have long 
insisted that the North must agree 
to abandon its nuclear weapons 
before talks could be held. But 
Pyongyang has argued that its 
nuclear program is meant for self- 
defense and it would be willing to 
give it up if the Americans do the 
same. 


gamel. kim@stripes. com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


US-N. Korea think 
tank defunded by 
Seoul after dispute 



Eugene Hoshiko/AP 


Members of the families of Japanese citizens abducted by North Korea sit during a meeting with U.S. 
Ambassador to Japan William Hagerty, left rear, at the ambassador’s residence in Tokyo on Tuesday. 

Families of Japanese abducted by 
North Korea ask US envoy to help 


By Matthew Pennington 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A U.S. uni¬ 
versity institute at the cutting edge 
of research on North Korea says 
the South Korean government has 
terminated its funding, forcing it 
to close after it rejected demands 
to change its leadership. 

Robert Gallucci, chairman of 
the U.S.-Korea Institute at Johns 
Hopkins University’s School of Ad¬ 
vanced International Studies, said 
it will close in May after rejecting 
“utterly inappropriate meddling” 
in its academic affairs. 

The institute conducts gradu¬ 
ate studies on Korean affairs but 
is best known for the website 38 
North, an authoritative source of 
information and analysis on North 
Korea. It often uses commercial 
satellite imagery to shed light 
on the secretive nation’s nuclear 
and ballistic missile programs. 
The institute had received about 
$1.8 million annually from the 
South Korean government-funded 
Korea Institute for International 
Economic Policy, or KIEP. 

The decision to cut funding was 
met with surprise in Washing¬ 
ton. The U.S. institute includes a 
number of prominent advocates 
of U.S. diplomatic engagement 
with North Korea, a cause that 
has been championed by the lib¬ 
eral South Korean government of 
President Moon Jae-in. He is due 
to meet with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un later this month and 
has paved the way for a planned 
U.S.-North Korea summit in May 
or June. 

Gallucci, a former U.S. diplomat 
and veteran of nuclear negotia¬ 
tions with Pyongyang, said it was 
a setback for research on North 
Korea and Korean studies in one 
of the two top U.S. universities 
that prepares students for a career 
in international affairs. 

“This is a peculiar time to decide 
to screw with an institute whose 
purpose is ROK-U.S. relations, 
just when you have got two sum¬ 


mits coming up,” Gallucci said, re¬ 
ferring to the Republic of Korea, 
the official title of South Korea. 
“I mean, could you take any more 
careful aim at your foot?” 

In a press release announcing 
the funding cut, KIEP said that 
both ruling and opposition South 
Korean lawmakers had taken 
issue with poor audit reports, lack 
of transparency in selecting visit¬ 
ing scholars and internships and 
the “excessively long” tenure of 
the institute’s director, who was 
appointed in 2007. 

Gallucci, a former dean at 
the School of Foreign Service at 
Georgetown University, rejected 
those allegations. He said the in¬ 
stitute’s financial reporting was 
very thorough and there was no 
mismanagement of funds. He said 
he had asked the South Korean 
government for evidence and had 
“gotten zero.” 

Gallucci said South Korean gov¬ 
ernment officials had made clear 
in conversations and in writing 
that they wanted the institute’s 
director and assistant director to 
be replaced, although they had no 
authority to demand that. He said 
the university dean had rated both 
individuals’ performance highly. 

An official with South Korea’s 
presidential office maintained it 
had not requested the U.S. insti¬ 
tute’s director, Jae Ku, be replaced. 
The official requested anonymity, 
citing office rules. KEIP said in its 
statement that it intends to keep 
funding Korea studies at Johns 
Hopkins. 

Officials at the institute said 
up to eight people could lose their 
jobs. The website 38 North has 
alternative sources of funding so 
will be able to continue its opera¬ 
tions beyond May. 

It wasn’t immediately clear why 
the ouster of particular staff at the 
institute was sought or whether 
pulling funding that could affect 
its research might be viewed as 
a way of placating North Korea 
ahead of Moon’s summit with 
Kim, planned for April 27. 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Families of Japa¬ 
nese abducted by North Korea 
decades ago have asked the U.S. 
ambassador to Japan to urge 
President Donald Trump to dis¬ 
cuss ways to win their loved ones’ 
return at his summit with the 
North’s leader. 

Trump says he expects to meet 
Kim Jong Un in May or early 
June. Pyongyang recently indi¬ 
cated interest in a summit. 

Expectations for a break¬ 
through are high among the ab- 
ductees’ families as preparations 
for talks move forward. 

Japan says North Korea ab¬ 
ducted at least 17 Japanese citi¬ 
zens in the 1970s and 1980s to 
train agents in the Japanese lan¬ 
guage and culture to spy on South 
Korea. 

North Korea has acknowledged 
abducting only 13 Japanese in the 
1970s. The North allowed five of 
them to visit Japan in 2002 and 


they stayed. Pyongyang says 
eight others have died, but their 
families say what the North says 
cannot be trusted. North Korea 
has also promised a reinvestiga¬ 
tion of the eight and set up a com¬ 
mittee, but it was never pursued 
as the North’s missile and nuclear 
threats escalated. 

Shigeo Iizuka, head of the 
group representing the families 
of abduction victims, said years 
of their efforts have achieved lit¬ 
tle results, but that they feel there 
are signs of a change. 

“We would like to ask President 
Trump to strongly urge North 
Korea to return the abductees,” 
Iizuka told the ambassador, Wil¬ 
liam Hagerty, at the ambassa¬ 
dor’s residence Tuesday. “We 
need his help to push for specific 
measures so that the victims can 
come home.” 

Iizuka’s younger sister, Yaeko 
Taguchi, then 22, was kidnapped 
by North Korean agents in 1978, 
with her two young children — a 


boy and a girl — left at a Tokyo 
nursery. Iizuka adopted the boy, 
while the girl was adopted by an 
aunt. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe will visit the U.S. next 
week for talks with Trump at his 
Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida. 
Abe told a parliamentary session 
on Monday that he would seek 
Trump’s support on the abduction 
issue. He also said he would urge 
him to demand that North Korea 
abandon shorter-range missiles, 
not just the long-range ones ca¬ 
pable of reaching the U.S. 

Hagerty said the abduction 
issue is high on the agenda for the 
Trump-Abe talks. 

“I felt that it was strictly impor¬ 
tant that I meet with the families 
of the abductees today so that I 
could understand their stories 
and convey their feelings to the 
president when I am with him 
next week,” said Hagerty, who 
will fly back to the U.S. to join 
Trump. 
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Magnitude 4.7 quake 
hits central Italy 

MILAN — A magnitude 4.7 
quake shook residents and struc¬ 
tures early Tuesday in a region 
of central Italy that was struck 
by a series of powerful quakes in 
2016. No deaths or injuries were 
reported. 

Mayors in towns affected re¬ 
ported some damage from the 
temblor, which struck just before 
dawn, and said that checks were 
underway. 

The quake struck near the 
town of Macerata in the Marche 
region, which is still recovering 
from powerful quakes in Octo¬ 
ber 2016 that caused widespread 
damage but no deaths. 

Ruble plunges for 2nd 
day after US sanctions 

MOSCOW—The ruble plunged 
for the second day in a row on 
Tuesday following fresh U.S. 
sanctions against Russia. 

The Russian currency traded 
above 63 to the dollar for the first 
time since December 2016, down 
by more than 4.5 percent, but re¬ 
covered to 62.5. 

The sanctions introduced Fri¬ 
day against numerous Russian 
businessmen, officials and com¬ 
panies have caused sharp share 
price drops for sanctioned com¬ 
panies — most notably aluminum 
producer Rusal — but also the 
wider stock market, particularly 
banks which may be exposed to 
the sanctioned firms. 

Man tied to Nobel body 
leaked winners’ names 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
— A Swedish newspaper said the 
husband of a member of the acad¬ 
emy awarding the Nobel Litera¬ 
ture Prize violated century-old 
Nobel rules by repeatedly leaking 
the names of winners of the pres¬ 
tigious award. 

One of Sweden’s biggest dailies, 
Dagens Nyheter, cited an internal 
Academy probe to report Tuesday 
that Jean-Claude Arnault leaked 
winners’ names seven times, 
starting in 1996. Arnault has sep¬ 
arately been embroiled in sexual 
misconduct allegations. 

Three Academy members re¬ 
signed Friday after the body voted 
against removing author Katarina 
Frostenson, a fellow member and 
Arnault’s wife. 

EU court says members 
can ban taxi services 

LUXEMBOURG — The Eu¬ 
ropean Union’s top court has 
ruled that member states can 
ban taxi services like UberPop 
without prior notification to the 
Commission. 

The ruling came after France 
banned the UberPop service in 
2014 to avoid unfair competition. 
A court in the French city of Lille 
then asked the European Court of 
Justice whether French authori¬ 
ties should have notified the Com¬ 
mission before passing the law. 

The court said in a statement 
Tuesday that member states 
“may prohibit and punish the il¬ 
legal exercise of a transport ac¬ 
tivity such as UberPop without 
having to notify the Commission 
in advance of” any laws penaliz¬ 
ing such services. 


China's Xi hints at trade concessions 



Li Xueren, Xinhua/AP 


Chinese President Xi Jinping delivers his opening speech at the Boao Forum for Asia annual 
conference in Boao in south China’s Hainan province Tuesday. 


By Joe McDonald 
and Gillian Wong 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — President Xi Jinping set the 
stage Tuesday for a possible effort to resolve 
a worsening clash with Washington over 
technology and trade by promising to cut auto 
import taxes, improve intellectual property 
protection and boost imports. 

Xi’s pledges at a business conference came as 
China filed a World Trade Organization chal¬ 
lenge over one aspect of its sprawling conflict 
with President Donald Trump — last month’s 
U.S. tariff increase on steel and aluminum. 

Strains over U.S. complaints that China is 
flooding global markets with unfairly low- 
priced goods and pressuring foreign compa¬ 
nies to hand over technology have spiraled 
into the biggest trade conflict since World 
War II. 

Speaking to Chinese and foreign business- 
people, Xi didn’t mention Trump or their 
dispute. He pledged progress on areas that 
are U.S. priorities including opening China’s 
banking industry but gave no direct response 
to Trump’s demands such as ending require¬ 
ments for foreign companies to work through 
joint ventures that require them to give tech¬ 
nology to potential Chinese competitors. 

Private sector analysts saw Xi’s speech as 
an overture to help resolve the standoff that 
has fueled fears the global economy may suf¬ 
fer a setback if other governments raise their 
own import barriers. 

Trump has threatened to raise tariffs on 
Chinese goods worth $50 billion. Beijing fired 
back with its own $50 billion list of U.S. goods 
for possible retaliation. 

In his speech, Xi tried to position China as 
a defender of free trade, despite its status as 
the most-closed major economy, in response 
to Trump’s “America first” calls for import 
restrictions and trade deals that are more fa¬ 


vorable to the United States. The speech was 
free of the nationalist bluster that increasing¬ 
ly marks Chinese official statements and re¬ 
peatedly called for international cooperation. 

“China’s door of opening up will not be 
closed and will only open wider,” said Xi at 
the Boao Forum for Asia. 

Xi, the country’s most dominant leader 
since at least the 1980s, said Beijing will 
“significantly lower” tariffs on auto imports 
this year and ease restrictions on foreign 
ownership in the auto industry “as soon as 
possible.” 

He also promised to encourage “nor¬ 
mal technological exchange” and to “pro¬ 
tect the lawful ownership rights of foreign 
enterprises.” 


“President Xi’s speech could create a very 
good platform to launch U.S.-China dialogue 
at the WTO to find a deal on intellectual prop¬ 
erty rights,” economist Rajiv Biswas, of IHS 
Markit, said in a report. “This would be a 
victory for the world trading system and an 
important step away from the abyss of rising 
global protectionism.” 

Meanwhile, Chinese diplomats filed a re¬ 
quest at WTO headquarters in Geneva for 
consultations with Washington over Trump’s 
tariff increase on steel and aluminum. If that 
fails, Beijing can ask for a ruling from a WTO 
panel of experts. 

China also has issued a $3 billion list of U.S. 
goods including pork and apples for possible 
retaliation. 


Ex-spy’s daughter is 
released from hospital 



Vincent Vinont/AP 


An activist faces off against police officers in Notre-Dame-des- 
Landes, outside the city of Nantes, western France, on Monday. 

French activists, police clash again 


Associated Press 

PARIS — French activists 
clashed with riot police for the 
second consecutive day in west¬ 
ern France as authorities contin¬ 
ued evacuating a protest camp 
erected nearly a decade ago to 
block construction of an airport. 

Four more police officers were 
injured Tuesday, suffering leg 
wounds, a day after one officer 
was hospitalized after being hit in 
the eye with a flare at the site in 


Notre-Dame-des-Landes. 

The gendarme service denied 
claims that one of its vehicles 
burned after it was hit by a Molo¬ 
tov cocktail. 

The French government in 
January abandoned plans for the 
airport after 50 years of debate 
and gave squatters until spring 
to clear out. The government req¬ 
uisitioned the land from farmers 
for the airport but is now offering 
to return the land to those who 
want it. 


Associated Press 

LONDON — A British health 
official said Tuesday that Yulia 
Skripal, who was targeted along 
with her father in a nerve agent 
attack in England, has been dis¬ 
charged from a hospital. 

“This is not the end of her 
treatment but marks a significant 
milestone,” Dr. Christine Blan- 
shard said. 

She said she would not provide 
details about Skripal’s condition 
out of concern for the patient’s 
privacy. 

The 33-year-old daughter of ex¬ 
spy Sergei Skripal, 66, has been 
taken to a secure location. 

Blanshard said Sergei Skripal, 
the apparent target of the attack, 
is recovering more slowly than 
his daughter but continues to 
improve. 

“Both patients have responded 
exceptionally well to the treat¬ 
ment we’ve been providing. But, 
equally, both patients are at dif¬ 
ferent stages in their recovery,” 
she said. 

The doctor said no date has 
been set for the elder Skripal’s 
release from Salisbury District 
Hospital. 

The two were poisoned March 
4 in an attack that has led to a 


prolonged confrontation between 
Russia and Britain that has re¬ 
vived Cold War tensions. Both 
were in critical condition for sev¬ 
eral weeks after the poisoning. 

The British government, which 
accuses Russia of carrying out 
the attack, is likely to keep details 
about Yulia Skripal’s location se¬ 
cret given the sensitivity of the 
case. 

If she is well enough, she is 
likely to be extensively ques¬ 
tioned by British security officials 
and police about her recollec¬ 
tion of events leading up to her 
poisoning. 

The Russian Embassy congrat¬ 
ulated Yulia Skripal on her re¬ 
lease in a tweet but said pointedly 
that Russia needs “urgent proof” 
that “what is being done to her is 
done on her own free will.” 

Russia said it has no role in the 
attack and has demanded con¬ 
sular access to Yulia Skripal, who 
has Russian nationality. 

British officials say the lethal 
nerve agent Novichok was placed 
on the door handle of Sergei Skri¬ 
pal’s house in Salisbury, an Eng¬ 
lish cathedral city 100 miles west 
of London. 

The nerve agent also sickened 
Nick Bailey, a police detective 
who came to their aid. 


From The Associated Press 
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After Vegas, 
Jason Aldean 


carries 


You start doing that thing, like, Man, did that 
really happen? It seems so crazy . 7 You just sit 
there and relive it a thousand times a day . 77 


By Kristin M. Hall 

Associated Press 

L ast October, Jason Aldean 
was in a Las Vegas hospital 
visiting some of the victims 
injured in a mass shooting 
at a country music festival a week 
earlier. On that Sunday afternoon, 
the country star turned to his long¬ 
time manager, Clarence Spalding. 

“He looked at me and said, ‘This 
will be the hardest thing I ever do,’” 
Spalding recalled. “And it was.” 

Aldean, the reigning Academy of 
Country Music’s entertainer of the 
year with a new album out this Fri¬ 
day, has built his career and reputa¬ 
tion on his live shows that entertain 
tens of thousands every year. He had 
returned to meet face-to-face with 
those who had survived a terrible 
trauma during his performance at 
the festival, which had left him with 
lingering feelings of guilt. 

In one room, a woman was still in 
a coma as he stood by her bed. Al¬ 
dean recorded a message on her cell 
phone, promising to bring her to a 
show when she got better. Those mo¬ 
ments in those hospital rooms were 
heavy with emotion, Spalding said. 
“Jason would walk in and somebody 
who had been shot in the arm, leg, 
face or wherever would just start cry¬ 
ing because it was such an emotional 
thing to see him,” Spalding said. 

Aldean was onstage when the gun¬ 
man started shooting with high-pow¬ 
ered weapons at the fans from hotel 
room window across the street from 
the outdoor Route 91 Harvest Festi¬ 
val. That night in October, 59 people 
were killed and hundreds more in¬ 
jured in the mass shooting. 

The Macon, Ga.-born star has 
been singing about small town, 
working class life since he started in 
Nashville two decades ago, and said 
he now feels a connection to the sur¬ 
vivors of another recent shooting at 
a high school in Parkland, Fla. 

“Unless anybody has witnessed 
anything like that or been a part of 
it, it’s really hard for people to really 
understand where you’re coming 
from on that stuff,” Aldean said in 


Mark Humphrey/AP 

Country music singer Jason Aldean — photographed in Nashville last 
month — drops a new album, “Rearview Town,” on Friday. 


a recent interview with The Associ¬ 
ated Press. “It’s like the kids from 
the school in Florida, that shooting. 
I get it, man. I understand how they 
are feeling.” 

About 40 members of his band and 
crew, as well as his pregnant wife, 
Brittany, were at the festival. Spald¬ 
ing said two of their tour buses were 
shot, as well as their lighting board 
and stage. Aldean’s bass player found 
a bullet fragment in his bass guitar. 

The aftermath for Aldean has been 
complicated. He said he felt thank¬ 
ful that his family, crew and friends 
weren’t injured, but also guilt for all 
the people who were there because 
they wanted to see him play. And 
then he felt anger and disbelief. 

“You start doing that thing, like, 
‘Man, did that really happen? It 
seems so crazy,”’ Aldean said. “You 
just sit there and relive it a thousand 
times a day.” 

His recovery was helped by talk¬ 
ing with his wife and his band and 
crew about what they experienced. 
And then he met those survivors. 
“Going back to the hospital, going 
back to Vegas and seeing those 
people. Seeing some of the strength 
they were having. People laid up in 
the hospital and smiling and laugh¬ 
ing and just being glad they were 
alive. That sort of stuff helped me to 
look at it in a different view,” Aldean 
said. “Those people are here and 
pushing on.” 

Two months to the day after 
the shooting, Aldean’s son, Mem¬ 
phis, was born and finally Aldean 
found some relief from the spiral¬ 


ing thoughts in his head. “Really to 
me, he just gave me something else 
to focus on. Something else to think 
about on a daily basis,” Aldean said. 

And although other country musi¬ 
cians have spoken out about the need 
for gun control since the shooting, 
Aldean has avoided wading into the 
political debates about guns. “It’s a 
no-win situation,” Aldean said. “I 
think no matter what you say, wheth¬ 
er you’re for gun control or not, I 
mean, you’re setting yourself up to 
be crucified in the public eye or in 
the media.” 

However, Aldean, who is a gun 
owner, said there are flaws in the 
nation’s laws regarding gun owner¬ 
ship that need addressing. “It’s too 
easy to get guns, first and foremost,” 
Aldean said. “When you can walk in 
somewhere and you can get one in 5 
minutes, do a background check that 
takes 5 minutes, like how in-depth is 
that background check? Those are 
the issues I have. It’s not necessarily 
the guns themselves or that I don’t 
think people should have guns. I 
have a lot of them.” But his concern 
is that these tragedies are just used 
as fodder for the political arguments 
that have dominated any discussion 
about gun control. 

This Friday, Aldean is releasing 
his eighth studio album, “Rearview 
Town,” which he had been working 
on last year in between touring. It 
features his bluesy new single, “You 
Make It Easy,” which was co-writ- 
ten by Florida Georgia Line, as well 
as “Drowns the Whiskey,” a duet 
with Miranda Lambert. 


Buckingham leaves Fleetwood Mac; 
band will tour with 2 replacements 


From wire reports 

Lindsey Buckingham will 
go his own way. 

The Fleetwood Mac singer- 
songwriter has left the band, 
according to Variety. 

Shortly after the news 
broke, Fleetwood Mac an¬ 
nounced that the band would 
embark on a tour featuring 
two new members: Mike 
Campbell of Tom Petty and 
the Heartbreakers and Neil 
Finn of Crowded House. 

“Fleetwood Mac has always 
been a creative evolution,” the 
group said in a statement. “We 
look forward to honoring that 
spirit on this upcoming tour.” 

Founded by Peter Green 
in 1967, Fleetwood Mac was 
named after original mem¬ 
bers Mick Fleetwood and 
John McVie. After Green left 
the group in 1969, Fleetwood 
and McVie carried on, invit¬ 
ing Christine McVie to join 
in 1970, with Buckingham 
and his then-girlfriend Stevie 
Nicks joining in 1974. 

Buckingham left the group 
for the first time in 1987, but 
returned in 1997 for “The 
Dance.” 

No reason was given for 
Buckingham’s departure, but 
Fleetwood Mac confirmed in 
its statement that “Lindsey 
Buckingham will not be per¬ 
forming with the band on this 
tour. The band wishes Lind¬ 
sey all the best.” 

Buckingham’s most re¬ 
cent performance with the 
group was during a concert 
at Radio City Music Hall dur¬ 
ing Grammy Week in Janu¬ 
ary honoring Fleetwood Mac 
as MusiCares Person of the 
Year. 

Christine McVie confirmed 
that the band would be kick¬ 
ing off their tour around June, 
TMZ reports. 

The Simpsons’ makes 
reference to criticism 

“The Simpsons” briefly ad¬ 
dressed Sunday criticism of 
its portrayal of its Indian shop 
owner, Apu. But a comedian 
who helped spark a conversa¬ 
tion about the character calls 
the show’s response “sad” 
and attacked the show on 
Twitter for reducing a discus¬ 
sion about racism to political 
correctness. 

Sunday’s episode featured 
Marge sharing her favor¬ 
ite childhood book with her 
daughter, Lisa. Marge realizes 
the book is more racist and of¬ 
fensive than she remembered 
and attempts to edit it as she 
reads. The story, titled “The 
Princess in the Garden,” con¬ 
tains stereotypes about people 
of Irish and Latin American 
descent. 

Lisa reacts to the story 
by saying, “Something that 
started decades ago and was 
applauded and inoffensive 
is now politically incorrect. 
What can you do?” A photo of 
Apu appears and Marge says, 
“Some things will be dealt 
with at a later date” and Lisa 


adds, “if at all.” 

Comedian Hari Kondabolu, 
who wrote the documentary 
“The Problem With Apu” 
about how marginalized 
groups are represented in 
pop culture, called Sunday’s 
scene a “jab” at progress. 
“In ‘The Problem with Apu,’ 
I used Apu & The Simpsons 
as an entry point into a larger 
conversation about the rep¬ 
resentation of marginalized 
groups,” Kondabolu thumbed 
out in a tweet. “The Simpsons 
response tonight is not a jab 
at me, but at what many of us 
consider progress.” 

After journalists reached 
out to Kondabolu following 
Sunday’s episode, he tweet¬ 
ed, “Congratulations to the 
Simpsons for being talked 
about & being seen as rel¬ 
evant again.” 

Chris Alexander, a spokes¬ 
man for 20th Century Fox 
Television, said the show’s 
producers are declining com¬ 
ment and prefer to let the epi¬ 
sode speak for itself. 

On the show, Apu runs the 
Kwik-E-Mart clerk, where 
he sells expired food, rips off 
customers and delivers the 
sing-songy slogan, “Thank 
you, come again.” 

People of South Asian heri¬ 
tage have criticized the heav¬ 
ily accented Apu character 
for reinforcing stereotypes 
which they say led to world 
bullying, self-loathing and 
embarrassment. 

The character is voiced by 
Hank Azaria, a white Jew¬ 
ish man who was raised in 
the New York borough of 
Queens. 

Other news 

■ A new trailer is offer¬ 
ing fans a glimpse of “Solo: 
A Star Wars Story.” The film 
features a young Han Solo, 
played by Aiden Ehrenreich, 
and his Wookiee co-pilot 
Chewbacca, who is 190 years 
old. Donald Glover plays a 
young Lando Calrissian. The 
movie hits theaters on May 
25. 

■ Spike Lee’s “BlacK- 
kKlansman” will open in 
theaters on the one-year anni¬ 
versary of the violent protests 
in Charlottesville, Va., where 
white nationalists marched 
and a counterprotester was 
killed. The film is about the 
real-life story of Ron Stall- 
worth, a black police officer 
in Colorado who went under¬ 
cover in 1978 to infiltrate the 
Ku Klux Klan. 

■ Amber Heard followed 
through on her promise to 
donate the money from her 
$7 million divorce settlement 
from Johnny Depp to chari¬ 
ties helping abused women 
and sick children. While the 
exact number is unclear, the 
Children’s Hospital Los An¬ 
geles revealed in its annual 
report that Heard donated be¬ 
tween $1 million and $5 mil¬ 
lion at some point during the 
July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017, 
fiscal year. 
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-.NDANCE CANNOl 


THE WORLD WAR II FOUNDATION PRESENTS THE 2018 


BAND OF BROTHERS 

- ACTORS REUNION - 


NORMANDIE 

WORLD I 

WAR! 


I INTERNATIONAL 

FILM 

FESTIVAL 


SAINTE-MARIE-DU-MONT & CARENTAN • FRANCE• 1-4 JUNE 2018 


The Normandie WWII International Film 
Festival is the only film festival in the 
world featuring the latest WWI I content 
only, from feature films to shorts. 

The fourth annual Band of Brothers 
actors reunion will be hosted by famed 
British actor David McCallum (The 
Great Escape, Colditz, The Man From 
U.N.C.L.E.), and will feature a red carpet 
event, Q&A sessions, signings and more. 


f WORLD 
WAR II 

FOUNDATION 


AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY 
FILMS THAT EDUCATE, PRESERVE, 
HONOR & INSPIRE 
-★ ★ ★- 

“...the window is rapidly closing to preserve 
their personal stories for future generations.” 


FULL DETAILS AND TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: 

WWW.WWIIFOUNDATION.ORG/EVENTS/FILM 
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Police: Driver asleep 
at wheel hit cruiser 

||i||7 BELGRADE —Police 
It I E in Maine said a driver 
fell asleep at the wheel and rear- 
ended a cruiser, injuring a deputy 
sheriff. 

Police said Kennebec County 
deputy Jeremy York, 36, was 
rear-ended on Sunday night on 
Route 27 in Belgrade. They said 
he was parked in a breakdown 
lane in a patrol vehicle when he 
was rear-ended. 

Police said York and a pas¬ 
senger in the other vehicle were 
taken to a hospital for injuries 
that were not life-threatening. 

Fired officer guilty of 
pretending to be cop 

|y I NEWARK — A former 
It J New Jersey police of¬ 
ficer who was fired in 2008 has 
been convicted of continuing to 
wear his uniform and filing false 
police reports. 

Newark resident Eddie Gon¬ 
zalez handed in his badge, but 
prosecutors said he continued to 
wear his uniform in public to re¬ 
ceive favors. Authorities said he 
used the police uniform to enter 
into a relationship with a woman 
in 2013, whom he then accused of 
stalking him and of violating a re¬ 
straining order. 

Police said they later learned 
Gonzalez, 39, was lying to them. 

Gonzalez was forced to resign 
in 2008 after police said he as¬ 
saulted his 14-year-old neighbor 
by forcing his tongue into her 
mouth. 

Gonzalez will be sentenced 
June 8. He faces a minimum of 18 
months in prison. 

11 hurt as thieves use 
firecrackers to distract 

P| ORLANDO — Police 
I L said 11 people were 
injured fleeing when jewelry 
store thieves set off firecrack¬ 
ers in a Florida mall to simulate 
gunshots. 

The Orange County Sheriff’s 
Office said deputies arrived 
quickly at the Florida Mall near 
Orlando on Sunday evening 
after gunfire was reported. They 
quickly determined no shots were 
fired but that firecrackers had 
been used as a distraction in a 
jewelry store theft. 

Five of the injured were taken 
to the hospital. 

Man dies after brick 
smashes windshield 

HJI /\ ST. LOUIS — A Mis- 
IVI souri man died after 
a brick fell off an oncoming ve¬ 
hicle and smashed through his 
windshield. 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
reported the crash happened 
Saturday evening about 60 miles 
northwest of St. Louis on High¬ 
way 47 in Lincoln County. 

The Missouri Highway Patrol 
said Frederick Lueck, 73, of Troy, 
was driving east when the brick 
crashed through the windshield 
of his Chevrolet Impala. The car 
hit several poles and a sign before 
stopping. 

Lueck died at the scene. His 
passenger, Kathleen Lueck, 67, 


THE CENSUS 


$100K 


The total debt for school lunches a Montana school district says it is owed. Helena Public Schools 
is warning families with the debts that they plan to turn them over to a collection agency. Officials 
said 320 students have balances of more than $100. Assistant Superintendent Greg Upham said 
families will be offered payment plans, and that the students are not being denied meals. 


Celebrating science 

Richard Drumm, left, producer of the 365 Days of Astronomy podcast, looks through a telescope Sunday as Olivia Moore, 6, runs by during 
the March for Science: Science Festival at Sprint Pavilion in Charlottesville, Va. 


also of Troy, declined treatment 
after the crash. 

The State Patrol said it didn’t 
have any information about the 
westbound vehicle from which 
the brick fell. 

Courthouse home to 
nesting pair of falcons 

■ A DUBUQUE — Officials 
said speedy peregrine 
falcons are nesting again on a 
ledge of the Dubuque County 
Courthouse in Dubuque. 

The Telegraph Herald report¬ 
ed that a female laid two eggs last 
week in a pea gravel nest set up 
by Dubuque County Conserva¬ 
tion staffers. The nest and the 
birds can be seen on a YouTube 
stream. 

Officials said the pair first 
showed up in spring 2016, but 
their eggs were blown off the 
ledge. Conservation staffers put a 
wooden box filled with pea gravel 
on the ledge. The pair returned, 
but no new eggs were seen. 

The birds returned last year, and 
one of their three eggs hatched. 

Wildlife experts say peregrine 
falcons are among the fastest of 
birds and can reach 260 mph as 
they dive toward prey. 


Police: Cocaine in purse 
blamed on windy day 

P| FORT PIERCE — Au- 
■ L thorities said a Florida 
woman blamed a windy day for 
the cocaine that police found in 
her purse. 

WPLG reported Kennecia 
Posey was one of two passengers 
in a car stopped by Fort Pierce 
police in late March. Police said 
an officer smelled marijuana and 
that, after the car was searched, 
cocaine and marijuana in sepa¬ 
rate bags were found inside a 
purse Posey had on her lap. 

Authorities said they ques¬ 
tioned Posey about the drugs. 
According to the police report, 
Posey responded, “It’s a windy 
day. It must have flown through 
the window and into my purse.” 

Posey was charged with a fel¬ 
ony count of cocaine possession 
and a misdemeanor count of mar¬ 
ijuana possession. She later was 
released on bond. 

Abandoned bikes cause 
problem on ferries 

UIA SEATTLE — Bicycles 
W r\ left on Washington 
State Ferries are causing prob¬ 


lems for ferry and Coast Guard 
operations. 

Officials said that when a pas¬ 
senger leaves a bicycle behind, 
Coast Guard and ferry personnel 
treat it like a potential distress 
situation until the bicyclist can 
be confirmed safe. That wastes 
taxpayer dollars and could affect 
actual distress situations. 

Twelve bikes were left on fer¬ 
ries in the past 18 months. Three 
were ride-share bikes. Each re¬ 
sponse can require helicopters, 
boats and specialized crews to 
search for nonexistent victims. 

A recent ride-share bike left on 
a ferry resulted in a $17,000 he¬ 
licopter and crew search along 
the ferry route. No one had fallen 
overboard. 

Officials encourage passengers 
to leave ride-share bikes at the 
pier and walk onto the ferry. 

Accidental shooting in 
apartment a near miss 

|k| |\ MINOT — Charges 
It wJ are pending against 
a woman after a near-miss acci¬ 
dental shooting in a Minot apart¬ 
ment building. 

Police said the 27-year-old 
woman was cleaning her gun 


about 1 a.m. Monday and pulled 
the trigger, firing a round through 
the floor and into the apartment 
below. 

Authorities said the bullet 
struck a dresser near where a 
man was sitting. He wasn’t hurt. 

The woman was arrested on a 
reckless endangerment charge. 

Woman goes into labor 
during arrest attempt 

lAf A KENNEWICK — 
W Washington authori¬ 
ties said a pregnant woman went 
into labor as an officer was at¬ 
tempting to arrest her on suspi¬ 
cion of using drugs. 

KOMO-TV reported police 
found the woman in the parking 
lot of a Kennewick Walmart on 
Sunday morning after receiving 
a report of a pregnant woman 
using drugs in a car. 

Authorities said an officer was 
about to arrest her when she went 
into labor. 

She was taken to Trios Women’s 
and Children’s Hospital. 

Her condition and the condition 
of the baby are unknown. 

From wire reports 
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By Andrei Lankov 

Special To The Washington Post 

T here’s only about a month to go 
before the first-ever summit be¬ 
tween a U.S. president and a 
North Korean hereditary ruler. 
President Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un 
are expected to meet in May or early June. 
In March, the North Korean leader met 
with China’s leader, Xi Jinping. This was 
the first time he is known to have ever met 
a sitting head of state. What’s more, come 
April, Kim will talk to his South Korean 
counterpart, President Moon Jae-in. 

The official line in Washington, more or 
less echoed by Pyongyang as well as by 
Beijing and Seoul, is that the Trump-Kim 
summit will be held to advance the case for 
North Korea’s denuclearization. Alas, it is 
not that simple. Good things might emerge 
from the summit, but denuclearization is 
definitely not going to be one of them. 

Kim himself, reversing the long-held line 
of Pyongyang, said that he is interested in 
denuclearization — at least as long as the 
process is “progressive and synchronous.” 
That is a massive turnaround. As recently 
as a few months ago, the North Korean 
government was not only testing new mis¬ 
siles capable of hitting the United States 
but also using every opportunity to stress 
that it would never give up its “nuclear 
deterrence.” 

The earlier statements were correct. 
Pyongyang leaders have no intention of 
surrendering their nuclear weapons. They 
see nukes as the major, even only, guaran¬ 
tee of their regime’s long-term survival. 
They believe that without nukes they are 
as good as dead, and recent history — Iraq, 
Ukraine and, above all, Libya — confirms 
their worst expectations. 

Kim and his people do care about eco¬ 


By Joe Knott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

W hen most people think of land 
conservation, they likely think 
of scenic open spaces, roam¬ 
ing wildlife and unpolluted 
waters. While that type of conservation is 
certainly important, there are other forms 
of conservation that have tangible benefits 
for our nation’s armed forces. 

Currently, the Department of Defense 
utilizes conservation easements to both 
ensure military readiness and to preserve 
working lands, green space and natural re¬ 
sources near its bases. But these programs 
cost money, and with defense budgets cur¬ 
tailed in recent years, this presents a dis¬ 
tinct opportunity for the private sector to 
work in tandem with the DOD to advance 
important conservation efforts. 

Since December 2002, the DOD has 
administered the Readiness and Environ¬ 
mental Protection Integration program. 
Through that program, the Pentagon con¬ 
serves lands around military facilities. 
The list of benefits from that conservation 
is long. Nearby residents often complain 
about noise, dust or smoke at training fa¬ 
cilities. Encroaching development can cre¬ 
ate competition for frequency spectrum, 
power lines and highways, and land devel¬ 
opment that pushes wildlife onto military 
lands. All of those factors lead to restric¬ 
tions on the timing, frequency and type 
of training activities, presenting a risk to 
military readiness. 

But funding for those important pro¬ 
grams is at risk. In a March 2016 report, 
the Pentagon stated that funding require¬ 
ments for the programs were unsustainable 
and that the department is able to fund only 
half of a given project’s costs. However, this 


nomic growth. Contrary to common mis¬ 
conceptions, the economy has improved 
considerably under his watch. Even so, re¬ 
gime survival is far more important to him 
than any economic growth, so no amount 
of promised economic benefits will lure 
him into surrendering his nukes. 

There are two reasons Kim suddenly 
switched to being more congenial and dip¬ 
lomatic after his yearlong display of un¬ 
usual bellicosity. The North Koreans are 
increasingly worried by signals and leaks 
from Washington that seemingly indicate 
Trump might be serious about using mili¬ 
tary force against them, even at the risk of 
provoking a massive war. Second, they ex¬ 
pect that a new raft of economic sanctions, 
now fully supported by China, will soon 
deliver a heavy blow to their recovering 
economy. They do not want their economy 
to be ruined, and they do not want to be 
shot at, so they need a break. 

Surrender of the nuclear program is not 
really on the table, however. The only re¬ 
alistic option is a moratorium on nuclear 
tests and missile launches. With some per¬ 
sistence, U.S. negotiators could also get 
some of the North Korean nuclear and mis¬ 
sile production facilities dismantled — but 
their gains would not go much farther than 
that. No matter what, the North Koreans 
will still keep some of the nuclear weapons 
they have already produced. 

A partial deal of this type would, however, 
be hard to swallow for many in the United 
States and elsewhere, so its deficiencies 
would somehow have to be disguised—which 
is where the idea of “gradual denucleariza¬ 
tion” comes in. The essence of this approach 
is to present a partial “nuclear freeze deal” 
as merely the first step on the long road to¬ 
ward North Korean denuclearization—with 
a tacit assumption that the next step will not 
follow anytime soon, if ever. 


funding gap can be alleviated by working 
with an outside partner, whether through 
federal, state or local grants, monetary 
contributions by private individuals, and/ 
or willing landowners, including multiple 
individuals who come together as a part¬ 
nership. Those conservation partnerships 
can provide environmental, economic and 
quality-of-life benefits for all stakeholders, 
from the DOD and neighboring communi¬ 
ties to conservation-focused groups. 

I served 33 years in the U.S. Army and 
am currently director of Military Partner¬ 
ships for Compatible Lands Foundation. I 
see firsthand the vital role the private sec¬ 
tor can play in military readiness. Through 
my organization’s current partnership with 
the DOD to execute the REPI program, 
we work together to conserve lands sur¬ 
rounding eight military bases nationwide, 
including Fort Hood, Texas. 

Fort Hood, the largest active-duty ar¬ 
mored post in the Army, supports intensive 
and varied training programs, whether 
battalion/brigade task force and joint op¬ 
erations, mechanized maneuver exercises 
or air operations. The size of Fort Hood, 
which encompasses 217,337 acres and is 
home to nearly 65,000 soldiers, allows for 
the base to support a wide range of train¬ 
ing activities. 

However, the constant training at Fort 
Hood has led to concerns from residents of 
the city of Killeen and other nearby com¬ 
munities, leading to restrictions on certain 
training, such as those that use pyrotech¬ 
nics. To address those concerns, CLF has 
partnered with the DOD to work with will¬ 
ing landowners to purchase conservation 
easements on lands within Fort Hood’s 
designated buffer areas. 

CLF is also currently working with the 
DOD and Texas A&M University to es- 


During his summit talks with Xi, Kim, 
having expressed his newfound interest 
in denuclearization, stressed that it should 
be “progressive and synchronous,” that is, 
gradual and reciprocity-based. Seemingly, 
the Chinese are supporting that approach. 
That is vital. Without the active participa¬ 
tion of China, which controls some 90 per¬ 
cent of North Korea’s foreign trade, the 
sanctions regime will instantly fall apart. 
To indicate that its position might change, 
Beijing relaxed its border controls after 
the Kim-Xi summit, thus allowing more 
commercial deals and trade to occur. 

That is happening not because China 
condones the nuclear ambitions of its neigh¬ 
bor, but because Beijing decision-mak¬ 
ers understand that attempts to squeeze 
any concessions from Pyongyang that are 
more substantial than a freeze are doomed 
and likely to backfire. 

Unfortunately, they are almost certainly 
right. One can only hope the administration 
spin doctors will find ways to present the 
partial, and tentative, deal as an unprec¬ 
edented success. Otherwise, a military ac¬ 
tion will become likely, and, because North 
Koreans will have little choice but to shoot 
back, such an action has a high chance of 
plunging all of East Asia into a large war. 
It will be a disaster not only for the region 
but also for the United States, which would 
be involved in conflict on a scale it has not 
seen since the Vietnam War. 

There is therefore good reason to hope 
that a partial deal, however cynically 
packaged and intentionally mislabeled, 
will work. It is imperfect, to be sure, but a 
perfect deal is unachievable, and all realis¬ 
tic alternatives are much worse. 

Andrei Lankov is a professor of Korean studies at 
Kookmin University in Seoul, South Korea. 


tablish a Farming Education And Train¬ 
ing center to provide career training and 
assistance in sustainable agriculture for 
those leaving the military and interested 
in civilian careers in agriculture. Together, 
we plan to educate interested veterans on 
agricultural practices, business plan de¬ 
velopment, grant opportunities and other 
resources to support their farming opera¬ 
tions, in addition to training them. 

Farming can even prove therapeutic for 
veterans struggling to adjust to civilian 
life. Conserved lands around our nation’s 
military bases can be used as farms tend¬ 
ed by soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines 
coping with post-traumatic stress disorder 
and other conditions resulting from their 
service to our country. 

We should be encouraging more pri¬ 
vate land conservation around our nation’s 
military bases. Thankfully, Congress has 
created an incentive to encourage more 
conservation. That incentive should be 
protected and improved where possible so 
conservation partnerships can continue 
to help preserve lands around military 
installations. 

Programs like REPI and our partner¬ 
ship with Texas A&M are prime exam¬ 
ples of public-private partnerships. With 
government funding tight, we should be 
encouraging greater use of private conser¬ 
vation to achieve those same goals. 

Not only the environment, but also our 
national security stands to benefit from 
increased private land conservation, and 
I hope Congress will take steps to ensure 
incentives are safeguarded so innovative 
conservation is not stifled or restricted. 


Joe Knott, a retired Army lieutenant colonel, is 
director of Military Partnerships at Compatible 
Lands Foundation. He is a former project director 
for the Army Compatible Use Buffer Program. 


Protecting land around bases improves readiness 
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Trump’s lawyer is in serious legal jeopardy 



AP 


President Donald Trump’s personal attorney, Michael Cohen, appears in front of media 
members after a meeting with the Senate Intelligence Committee in September. 


By Randall D. Eliason 

Special To The Washington Post 

W hen your lawyers need law¬ 
yers, it’s usually a bad sign. 
When your lawyers have their 
offices and homes raided, it’s 
a really bad sign. News that federal inves¬ 
tigators on Monday took the extraordinary 
step of executing a search warrant at the 
legal office of Michael Cohen, President 
Donald Trump’s longtime personal attor¬ 
ney, indicates that Cohen is suddenly in se¬ 
rious legal jeopardy of his own. 

And although the investigation is not di¬ 
rectly related to the Mueller probe, it’s yet 
another example of the legal walls closing 
in on one of the people closest to Trump — 
someone who may have a wealth of infor¬ 
mation about the president’s own conduct. 

The FBI executed the search warrants 
at Cohen’s New York office and his home 
and hotel room. The warrants were ob¬ 
tained by federal prosecutors in the South¬ 
ern District of New York. According to a 
statement from Cohen’s attorney, prosecu¬ 
tors informed him their investigation is, 
“in part,” based on a referral from special 
counsel Robert Mueller. 

The first thing to note about this striking 
development is that the warrant was not 
obtained by Mueller himself. Whatever the 
subject matter of this particular investiga¬ 
tion, it apparently falls outside of Mueller’s 
jurisdiction and thus resulted in his refer¬ 
ral to the New York prosecutors. So we 
know the evidence seized Monday does not 
directly relate to Mueller’s inquiry into any 
conspiracy with Russians to influence the 
election or related crimes such as obstruc¬ 
tion of the special counsel’s investigation. 

We also know that a search warrant, 
unlike a grand jury subpoena, requires 
prosecutors to go before a federal judge to 
demonstrate probable cause that a crime 
has been committed and evidence of that 
crime can be found in the premises to be 
searched. Before approving a search of a 
lawyer’s office, a judge would want to be 
satisfied that there was some substance 


behind the prosecutors’ allegations. This is 
not just some prosecutorial fishing expedi¬ 
tion; it bears the imprimatur of a federal 
judge. 

We don’t know for certain the nature of 
the Southern District’s investigation. The 
potential crime outside of Mueller’s juris¬ 
diction to which Cohen has been linked 
most directly relates to the $130,000 pay¬ 
off to porn star Stormy Daniels just days 
before the presidential election. If Cohen 
made that payment himself or facilitated 
the payment from another individual or 
company, it could be deemed an illegal 
contribution to Trump’s campaign. There 
could be other alleged offenses, such as tax 
or bank fraud violations, surrounding any 
such payments as well. Or there could be 
other non-Stormy Daniels-related allega¬ 
tions about Cohen’s conduct that have not 
yet surfaced publicly. 


This was not just any search warrant; 
that the raid took place at a lawyer’s office 
further highlights the seriousness of the 
investigation. Searches of an attorney’s of¬ 
fice are extremely rare and are not favored, 
due to their potential to impinge on the at¬ 
torney-client relationship. Prosecutors 
must jump through multiple hoops to get 
such a warrant approved, both within their 
own office and at the criminal division of 
the national Justice. (Notably, this would 
likely have included approval by Trump’s 
own guy, the new interim U.S. attorney for 
the Southern District, Geoffrey Berman, 
who was just appointed by Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Jeff Sessions this past January.) 

Prosecutors are also required to con¬ 
sider less intrusive alternatives to a search 
warrant, such as a subpoena, if practical. 
Approval of a search warrant suggests 
prosecutors were able to demonstrate not 


only the gravity of the potential case but 
also the risk that evidence might be de¬ 
stroyed or otherwise go missing if they 
pursued a less aggressive option. 

Cohen, and perhaps the president, will 
likely argue that this raid violates the at¬ 
torney-client privilege. Indeed, on Monday 
evening, Trump said it was “a disgrace 
what’s going on.” In a search like this, pros¬ 
ecutors typically set up a privilege team or 
“taint team” of investigators not involved 
in the case to review potentially privileged 
documents and shield those from the team 
actually involved in the prosecution. There 
is an exception to the attorney-client privi¬ 
lege if communications to an attorney are 
used in furtherance of a crime or fraud; 
that could come into play here as well. And 
documents related to anything Cohen did 
on his own — after all, Trump has denied 
knowing about the payment to Daniels 

— are likely not privileged if they do not 
contain attorney-client communications. 
Documents are not automatically privi¬ 
leged simply because they passed through 
an attorney’s hands. 

There may well be litigation concerning 
whether particular records seized during 
this search are protected by privilege. But 
seizing the records now allows prosecutors 
to ensure that the integrity of the evidence 
is maintained while those legal issues are 
sorted out. 

Cohen, someone extremely close to 
Trump and who has been known as the 
president’s “fixer,” appears to have seri¬ 
ous legal problems. If federal prosecutors 
feel they have enough on you to execute 
a search warrant, it’s never a good sign 

— just ask Paul Manafort. And to the ex¬ 
tent that Cohen, part of Trump’s innermost 
circle, might have knowledge relevant to 
Mueller’s inquiry, we can’t rule out the 
possibility that his own legal troubles 
could induce him to cooperate in the Rus¬ 
sia investigation. 

Hold on tight — it’s early in the week. 

Randall D. Eliason teaches white collar criminal 
law at George Washington University Law School. 


Lindsey Graham not of one mind on Trump’s conduct 


By Albert R. Hunt 

Bloomberg View 

hat will Lindsey do? 

It’s the question of the day 
in Washington. How would 
Sen. Lindsey Graham, the 
South Carolina Republican, respond if the 
probe of President Donald Trump’s rela¬ 
tions with Russia reaches a crisis stage? 

Graham’s voice would be influential in 
the Senate if convincing evidence surfaces 
that impeachable crimes had been com¬ 
mitted. The same would be true if Trump 
tries to derail the inquiry, either by firing 
the chief investigator, special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller, or by replacing Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Jeff Sessions with a loyalist to oversee 
it. 

Graham is a popular figure in the Sen¬ 
ate. With his mentor, Sen. John McCain, 
ailing and absent, Graham could provide a 
moral and political example. 

One of the most interesting debates now 
raging about the president’s stewardship 
is the one between Lindsey Graham and 
Lindsey Graham. The three-term Repub¬ 
lican has been both a Trump critic and a 
Trump sycophant. 

He assailed news organizations for de¬ 
picting Trump as a “kook,” forgetting 
that’s the word he used to insult candidate 


Trump in 2016. He has publicly cautioned 
Trump that firing Mueller “probably” 
would be an impeachable offense and has 
called for tougher measures against Rus¬ 
sian President Vladimir Putin. 

Yet that hasn’t stopped him from acting 
as a Trump enabler in employing diversion¬ 
ary tactics intended to discredit important 
aspects of Mueller’s probe and to suppress 
evidence of a Trump-Russia connection. 

Contradictions are nothing new for the 
62-year-old former Air Force colonel. As a 
member of the House of Representatives 
in 1998, he went along with the Republi¬ 
can leadership and became a manager of 
the foolish effort to impeach President Bill 
Clinton for lying about sex with a White 
House intern. He then broke with the party 
establishment to support McCain’s 2000 
presidential campaign. 

A politician of unsurpassed personal 
charm, he even won over his Democratic 
opponent, Alex Sanders, after his first Sen¬ 
ate run in 2002. Sanders said in defeat that 
if he’d known that “Lindsey would be that 
good a senator, I’d have voted for him.” 

Even so, watching Graham deal with 
Trump is like following an instruction 
manual on how to have it both ways. Like 
other conservatives, he supported the 
White House in both its successful tax-cut¬ 
ting initiative and its failed effort to repeal 


Obamacare, even offering up a slipshod al¬ 
ternative to the Affordable Care Act. 

But he also bucked the Republican right 
wing as a champion of immigration reform. 
He worked diligently to cut a deal with the 
White House that could get through Con¬ 
gress; it failed, but immigration advocates 
applauded his dedication and sincerity. 

He explained later that his lavish praise 
of the egocentric, insecure president was 
needed to facilitate the immigration deal. 
That’s plausible for Graham, though it’s 
also true that he has reason to be wary of 
inviting a primary challenge from his right 
flank in 2020. 

A longtime foreign policy hawk, he en¬ 
dorsed the appointment of fellow hardliner 
John Bolton to become national security 
adviser. To do so he had to ignore how ill- 
suited Bolton is for the post, which is meant 
to supply the president with a variety of for¬ 
eign policy opinions and options. A model 
is George H.W. Bush’s adviser, Gen. Brent 
Scowcroft, who was honest, measured and 
respected. Bolton, an ideological bully, is 
the anti-Scowcroft. 

There also have been moments when 
Graham stood out for his candor about 
Trump. After a private White House meet¬ 
ing in January at which Trump referred 
to Haiti and African nations as “shithole 
countries,” other Republican senators pro¬ 


vided shifting defenses of the president’s 
insults. Graham didn’t. He has also object¬ 
ed publicly to other racial provocations by 
Trump. 

On the Russia probe, the picture is 
mixed. Graham consistently has defended 
Mueller and warned Trump that firing the 
special counsel “could be the beginning of 
the end of his presidency.” 

Yet he joined with Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Charles Grassley, a 
conspiracy buff, to demand a criminal in¬ 
vestigation of Christopher Steele, a former 
Russia specialist for British intelligence 
who assembled a dossier of incompletely 
vetted reports on Trump’s ties to Moscow. 
Steele compiled the dossier while work¬ 
ing for a private investigative firm that 
had been retained by both Republican and 
Democratic Trump opponents. Its contents 
were deemed credible by McCain, who 
took it to the FBI. 

If the Trump-Russia scandal reaches 
a critical stage, McCain is unlikely to be 
available to challenge timid Republicans. 
Few others could assume that role. 

One who might would be his protege 
from South Carolina. 

Albert R. Hunt is a Bloomberg View columnist. 

He was the executive editor of Bloomberg News, 
before which he was a reporter, bureau chief and 
executive Washington editor at The Wall Street 
Journal. 
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SOUNDS LIKE 
^ GOOD rnv To 
BE SCARED A 
IDT WORE OF 
THE TIME. 


IF THAT WERE THE 
KIND OF CRAZY 
YOU MEANT, l’D 
CONCEDE THE 
POINT. 





MAYBE YOUV UNPERSTANP 
OWNING A GUM IF YOU 
WERE A SINGLE F£MAL£ 
UI/ING ALONE. 



REMEMBER HOW I WAS 
WALKING HOME SIX 
YEARS AGO, ANP A GUY 
STEPPEP OUT OF A 
PARK ALL£Y, PRAGGEP 
ME INTO IT, ANP GOT 
THE BETTER OF MET 


THAT'S 'CAUG£ IT PIPN'T 
„ HAPPEN. BECAUSE I WAS 
g ARM£P ANP HE RAN AWAY. 
1 WHAT £LS£ COVLPVE 
MAPE HIM PO WATT 



a A TASER.... PEPPER SPRAY.... 
s GOUI/ENIR NUNCUUCKS FROM 
I PANPA EXPRESS- THE LIST 
IS £fJPL£$$. 




\)oure tike one wko \ 
domy>lsiinecJ my Veard ig go 
long t»kat no one dan tell 
if I 7 m wearing a tie. 


Piet w King features 

BlZAKKO.COM 
Fa<!el.w)k.(!offi./ SizarroCovnidg. 


Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Dressed 
5 Spider’s home 
8 Sci-fi fleet 

12 Staffer 

13 Spanish gold 

14 Sty chow 

15 Like ice- 
covered roads 

17 Visibility 
hindrance 

18 Cranial cavity 

19 Tried to lose 
21 Chat 

24 Scrap 

25 Optimistic 
28— uproar 
30 Clean air org. 

33 Early riser? 

34 Considers 

35 Tatter 

36 Uncle (Sp.) 

37 Dutch cheese 

38 Combustible 
heap 

39 Sheepish 
remark 

41 Active sort 
43 Speak 
nonsense 
46 Slander in print 

50 “Got it” 

51 Like a sequined 
ball gown 

54 Grime 

4-11 

YAOF S JGB TEIOV NAQHGJA 

S THFJ-VNSFREFJ L E J A N , 

YHGTR BHG VSB NASN’V 

VGQIEIST HL NAO LOGREVN? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I AM SIMPLY SITTING 
HERE IN MY ROOM ON THE COLLEGE CAMPUS 
DOING NOTHING. I GUESS FM DORM ANT. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals G 


55 Part of MPH 

20 Charged bits 

56 Ashen 

22 Fibbed 

57 Utters 

23 Work dough 

58 “Certainly!” 

25 Trio after Q 

59 Goes a-courting? 26 Gigi’s “yes” 

27 Elitism 

DOWN 

29 Arsenal supply 

1 Mama — Elliot 

31 Standard 

2 Actress Taylor 

32 Census stat 

3 Tennis score 

34 Bargain 

4 Sheriffs helper 

38 Grooms carefully 

5 Travail 

40 Helps crooks 

6 Mess up 

42 Stately tree 

7 “Cheers” 

43 Auction actions 

barman Woody 

44 Nepal’s continent 

8 Theater worker 

45 Catch sight of 

9 It’ll get you 

47 Boyfriend 

nowhere 

48 Perry’s creator 

10 Leak slowly 

49 Caustic cleaners 

11 Raced 

52 Haw preceder 

16 Unpaid TV ad 

53 Apr. addressee 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARStQfSTRIPES; 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 

buyers with classifieds 


buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



■ People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 


adoption. 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Churches_310 


irzburg church of Christ 

iring an Open House on thi 
2nd of April 2018 From 
1400-1600 Hours at 


Barbarastrasse 29 
97074 Wurzburg Germany 


Everyone is Welcome 


Dental_902 


Landstuhl American Dentistry 


, j are an English speal „ 
(American or German) dental 
assistant, please call 
(06371 >560-8075 or 
(06371)594-6275 


Travel_1000 


"Spring in Garmisch!** 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

n 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARS^STRI PES. 


STARSiaSTRIPES. 


However you read us, wherever you need us. 





Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Recalled RHP 
Hunter Harvey from Bowie (EL). Optioned 
LHP Tanner Scott to Norfolk (IL). 

BOSTON RED SOX - Placed SS Xander 
Bogaerts on the 10-day DL. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Optioned RHP 
Juan Minayato Charlotte (IL). 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Placed IB Ryon 
Healy on the 10-day DL, retroactive to 
April 8. Recalled RHP Chasen Bradford 
from Tacoma (PCL). Agreed to terms 
with C Chris Herrmann on a minor league 
contract. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Placed 2B Brad 
Miller on the 10-day DL. Selected the 
contract of RHP Ryan Weber from Dur¬ 
ham (IL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Sent OF An¬ 
thony Alford on a rehab assignment to 
Dunedin (FSL). 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Sent 3B Johan Ca- 
margo on a rehab assignment to Gwin¬ 
nett (IL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Placed 3B Eugen¬ 
io Suarez on the 10-day DL; and OF Scott 
Schebler on the 10-day DL, retroactive 
to April 6. Recalled 3B Alex Blandino and 
RHP Zack Weiss from Louisville (IL:). 

MIAMI MARLINS - Released RHP Bri¬ 
an Ellington. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Recalled RHP 
Greg Holland from Palm Beach (FSL). 
Optioned RHP Mike Mayers to Memphis 
(PCL). 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Placed RHP 
Kirby Yates on the 10-day DL, retroactive 
April 8. Recalled LHP Buddy Buamann 
from El Paso (PCL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Named Travis 
Jones assistant defensive line coach and 
Aden Durde defensive quality control. 

DALLAS COWBOYS - Signed DE Kony 
Ealy to a one-year contract. 

DETROIT LIONS - Signed QB Matt Cas- 


College baseball 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Pro soccer 

1 

Golf 


Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, with records through April 8, 
total points and previous ranking. Voting 
is done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 
28-6 495 1 

25-6 493 4 

25- 7 490 6 

27-6 487 7 

19-8 486 10 

23- 5 484 2 

24- 9 482 14 

24-6 480 3 

27-6 478 5 

23- 9 475 8 

23-11 472 19 

21- 11 469 30 

24- 9 468 9 

26- 7 465 12 

22- 6 463 13 

19-11 461 - 

22- 12 459 - 

19-8 457 15 

24- 7 455 18 

19- 13 452 17 

20- 11 451 11 

23- 9 448 - 

20-13 447 21 

22- 7 444 24 

25- 5 442 - 

23- 8 440 26 

24- 7 437 22 

17-12 435 20 

23- 11 434 27 

22-7 433 28 


1. Florida 

2. N.C. State 

3. Clemson 

4. Duke 

5. UCLA 

6. Stanford 

7. Arkansas 

8. Oregon State 

9. Mississippi 

10. Georgia 

11. Oklahoma 

12. North Carolina 

13. Florida State 

14. Texas Tech 

15. Indiana 

16. Michigan 

17. Texas 

18. Illinois 

19. East Carolina 

20. Vanderbilt 

21. Louisville 

22. Texas A&M 

23. LSU 

24. Missouri State 

25. Tennessee Tech 

26. Sam Houston State 

27. Florida Gulf Coast 

28. Nevada 

29. Coastal Carolina 

30. Wichita State 


sel. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Re-signed C 
Brett Jones and TE Ryan O'Malley. 

NEW YORK JETS - Signed WR Charles 
Johnson and LB Kevin Minter. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Re-signed LB 
Shilique Calhoun, LB-DE James Cowser, 
S Erik Harris, G-T Denver Kirkland and 
K Giorgio Tavecchio. Waived LS Andrew 
East. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Waived LB Vic¬ 
tor Ochi. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Waived QB 
Stephen Morris. 

HOCKEY 

HOCKEY CANADA - Named Bob 
Boughner coach, Mike Yeo associate 
coach and Bill Peters assistant coach 
for Team Canada at the 2018 IIHF World 
Championship. 

USA HOCKEY - Named Jeff Blashill 
men’s national team coach for the IIHF 
Men’s World Championship. 

National Hockey League 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Fired asso¬ 
ciate coach Scott Arniel and assistant 
coach Darryl Williams. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Reassigned G Ville 
Husso and D Chris Butler to San Antonio 
(AHL). 

OLYMPIC SPORTS 

USADA — Announced weightlifter Te¬ 
resa Britt accepted a two-year sanction 
for an anti-doping violation. Announced 
Ultimate Fighting Championship athlete 
Nick Diaz accepted a one-year sanction 
for a violation of the UFC anti-doping 
policy resulting from three unsuccessful 
test attempts during a 12-month period. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MLS — Announced the resignation 
of Soccer United Marketing president 
Kathy Carter. 

COLLEGE 

AMERICAN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 

— Named Bryan Platt supervisor of foot¬ 
ball officials. 

CALIFORNIA - Named Jim Knowlton 
athletics director. 

FLORIDA STATE - Announced G Da¬ 
vid Nichols will join the men’s basket¬ 
ball program next season as a graduate 
transfer from Albany (NY). 

FORDHAM — Named Steve Thames as¬ 
sistant defensive backs/safeties coach 
and Vincent DiGaetano volunteer special 
teams quality control assistant. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON - Named Tan¬ 
ya Vogel director of athletics and recre¬ 
ation, effective July 1. 

MIAMI — Announced sophomore G 
Bruce Brown Jr. will enter the NBA Draft. 

ST.JOHN’S — Announced junior FTariq 
Owens is leaving the men’s basketball 
program so he can transfer. 

TEXAS — Announced freshman F Rel- 
lah Boothe has left the women’s basket¬ 
ball program to transfer to Northwest 
Florida State. 


AP sportlight 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Alvernia 7, College of N.J. 6 
Babson 6, UMass-Dartmouth 2 
Cortland 7, Fredonia 0 
Drew 9, Rutgers-Newark 6 
Fitchburg St. 11-5, Mass. College 9- 
5, 1st game 8 innings: 2nd game susp., 
darkness 

Grove City 8, Chatham 0 
Gwynedcf Mercy 10, Misericordia 5 
Jefferson 9-3, Sciences (Pa.) 4-2, 2nd 
game 9 innings 

Johns Hopkins 11, Catholic 3 
Marywood 19, Scranton 18 
Nyack 4-5, Caldwell 0-1 
NYIT 11, St. Thomas Aquinas 2 
Penn St.-Behrend 13, Hilbert 1 
Roger Williams 3-3, E. Nazarene 0-2, 
2nd game 8 innings 
Rowan 6, Moravian 3 
St. Joseph’s (Maine) 14, Bowdoin 4 
Thiel 8-9, Bethany (W.Va.) 6-6 
Westfield St. 12, Coast Guard 8 
Widener 8, Lebanon Valley 4 
Yale 7, Cornell 4 

Yeshiva 13, Vaughn 8,6 innings, weather 

SOUTH 

Greensboro 7, Emory & Henry 2 
Louisiana Coll. 8, Centenary 2 
Roanoke 6, Averett 5,10 innnings 
Wake Forest 6, Duke 3 

MIDWEST 

Adrian 2, Olivet 0,3 innings, susp. snow 
Calvin 4-1, Albion 3-6 
Columbia (Mo.) 4-4, William Woods 3-7 
Kalamazoo 14-4, Hope 1-9 
Martin Luther at Crown, ppd. 
Oklahoma St. 13, Kansas St. 8 
Pittsburg St. 9-3, Cent. Oklahoma 3-9 
Wheaton (III.) at Millikin, ppd. 
SOUTHWEST 

LeTourneau 5, Sul Ross St. 3 

FAR WEST 

Azusa Pacific 5, Hawaii-Hilo 3 
Chico St. 4, UC San Diego 2 
Colorado Mines 12, Colorado Mesa 6 
Colorado Mines 10, Colorado Christian 6 
CS San Marcos 10, CS Stanislaus 6 
Hawaii Pacific 14, Concordia Irvine 2 
Pacific Lutheran 8, George Fox 0 
Point Loma 9, Holy Names 6 
Portland 9, Oregon 7,11 innings 
Saint Mary’s 5, Nevada 3 
Whitman 7-12, Lewis & Clark 4-6 
Willamette 10-8, Puget Sound 2-6 


U.S. Men’s Clay Court 
Championships 

Monday 

At River Oaks Country Club 
Houston 

Purse: $557,050 (WT250) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Henri Laaksonen, Switzerland, def. 
Dustin Brown, Germany, 6-4, 6-3. 

Tennys Sandren (8), United States, 
def. Blaz Kavcic, Slovenia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Bjorn Fratangelo, United States, def. 
Jordan Thompson, Australia, 6-1, 6-1. 

Denis Kudla, United States, def. Fer¬ 
nando Verdasco (5), Spain, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. 
Mackenzie McDonald, United States, 6- 
3, 6-3. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Ivo Karlovic, Croatia, and Daniel 
Nestor, Canada, def. Nick Kyrgios and 
Matt Reid, Australia, 7-6 (6), 6-4. 

Copa Colsanitas 

Monday 

At Club Campestre el Rancho 
Bogota, Colombia 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Johanna Larsson (3), Sweden, def. Ysa- 
line Bonaventure, Belgium, 7-6 (4), 6-1. 

Daniela Seguel, Chile, def. Nicole 
Gibbs, United States, 6-2, 6-2. 

Maria Herazo Gonzalez, Colombia, 
def. Tereza Martincova, Czech Republic, 
6-4,1-6, 6-3. 

Tatjana Maria (1), Germany, def. Geor¬ 
gina Garcia Perez, Spain, 6-3, 6-2. 

Anna Karolina Schmiedlova, Slovakia, 
def. Irina Falconi, United States, 7-5, 0-6, 


World rankings 


April 11 

1936 — The Detroit Red Wings win the 
NHL Stanley Cup with a 3-1 victory over 
the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

1965 — Jack Nicklaus shoots a record 
271 and wins the Masters golf tourna¬ 
ment by nine strokes over Arnold Palmer 
and Gary Player. 

1966 — Jack Nicklaus wins his third 
Masters and becomes the first to win in 
consecutive years as he shoots a 70 in 
an 18-hole playoff to beat Tommy Jacobs 
and Gay Brewer. 

1981 — Larry Holmes beats Trevor Ber- 
bick in a 15-round unanimous decision to 
retain his world heavyweight title in Las 
Vegas. 

1989 — Ron Hextall scores his second 
career goal and becomes the first goalie 
to connect for a playoff goal, and the 
Philadelphia Flyers beat the Washington 
Capitals 8-5. 

1993 — Bernhard Langer of Germany 
wraps up his second Masters title with 
a 20-foot eagle putt on No. 13. Langer 
posts a four-stroke win over Chip Beck 
with an 11-under 277 total. 

2004 — Phil Mickelson’s agonizing 
pursuit of a major ends at the Masters 
when he makes an 18-foot birdie putt 
on the final hole, ending a spectacular 
back-nine duel with Ernie Els. 

2007 — Roberto Luongo sets an NHL 
record for saves in a first career play¬ 
off start, making 72 in Vancouver’s 5-4 
quadruple-overtime win over Dallas. The 
sixth-longest playoff game in NHL his¬ 
tory ends on a goal by Henrik Sedin 18:06 
into the fourth overtime period. 


2 6 12 


First Round 

Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, and Ali¬ 
son Riske (3), United States, def. Nicole 
Gibbs, United States, and Carol Zhao, 
Canada, 7-6 (6), 6-0. 

Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, and 
Victoria Rodriguez, Mexico, def. Kaitlyn 
Christian and Sabrina Santamaria (4), 
United States, 6-3, 6-2. 

Grand Prix Hassan II 

Monday 

At The Royal Tennis Club de Marrakech 
Marrakech, Morocco 
Purse: $615,550 (WT250) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Gilles Simon, France, def. Benoit Paire 
(6), France, 6-2, 6-7 (1), 7-6 (5). 

Richard Gasquet (4), France, def. 
Thomas Fabbiano, Italy, 6-1, 7-6 (2). 

Samsung Open 

Monday 

At TC Lido Lugano 
Lugano, Switzerland 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 

First Round 

Marketa Vondrousoa, Czech Republic, 
vs. Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, 4-6, 7-6 
(2), susp., rain. 

Alison Van Uytvanck (9), Belgium, 
leads Oceane Dodin, France, 5-4, susp., 


Fight schedule 

April 12 

At Fantasy Springs Casino, Indio, Ca¬ 
lif., Francisco Vargas vs. Rod Salka, 10, 
junior lightweights. 

April 13 

At Sands Bethlehem Event Center, 
Bethlehem, Pa., Edner Cherry vs. Dennis 
Galarza, 10, super featherweights. 

At The Armory, Minneapolis, Ja¬ 
mal James vs. Abel Ramos, 10, welter¬ 
weights. 

April 14 

At The 02, London, Billy Joe Saunders 
vs. Martin Murray, 12, for Saunders’ WBO 
middleweight title; Terry Flanagan vs. 
Maurice Hooker, 12, for the vacant WBO 
super lightweight title; Darryll Williams 
vs. Lennox Clarke, 10, super middle- 
weights. 

April 15 

At Yokohama, Japan, Ryota Murata vs. 
Felice Blandamura, 12, for Murata’s WBA 
World middleweight title; Daigo Higa vs. 
Cristopher Rosales, 12, for Higa’s WBC 
flyweight title; Ken Shiro vs. Ganigan Lo¬ 
pez, 12, for Shiro’s WBC junior flyweight 
title. 

April 19 

At Coliseo de Puerto Rico, San Juan, 
Lamont Roach, Jr. vs. Orlando Cruz, 10, 
super featherweights; Jose Lopez vs. 
Miguel Gonzalez^lO,_lightweights. 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Adrien Broner vs. Jessie Vargas, 12, ju¬ 
nior welterweights; Jermall Charlo wel¬ 
terweight vs. Hugo Centeno Jr., 12, for in¬ 
terim WBC middleweight title; Gervonta 


New York City FC 4 0 1 13 10 

Atlanta United FC 4 1 0 12 13 

New England 3 1 1 10 10 

Columbus 3 2 1 10 9 

Orlando City 2 2 1 7 9] 

New York 2 2 0 6 10 

Montreal 2 3 0 6 5 

Philadelphia 112 5 3 

Chicago 12 14 7 

Toronto FC 1 2 0 3 3 

D.C. United 0 3 2 2 5] 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF G 
Sporting KC 4 1 1 13 12 

Vancouver 3 2 1 10 8 

LA Galaxy 2 2 17 7 

Real Salt Lake 2 2 1 7 6] 

Los Angeles FC 2 2 0 6 9] 

Minnesota United 2 3 0 6 6 

FC Dallas 1 0 3 6 6 

Colorado 112 5 7 

Houston 12 1 4 7 

San Jose 
Portland 

Seattle u 3 u u u a 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, April 6 

New England 4, Montreal 0 

Saturday, April 7 

Atlanta United FC 5, Los Angeles FC 0 
San Jose 1, Philadelphia 1, tie 
Colorado 1, FC Dallas 1, tie 
Chicago 1, Columbus 0 
Real Salt Lake 2, Vancouver 1 
Sunday, April 8 
Orlando City 3, Portland 2 
Sporting Kansas City 2, LA Galaxy 0 
Wednesday, April 11 
Real Salt Lake at New York City FC 
Friday, April 13 
Orlando City at Philadelphia 
Los Angeles FC at Vancouver 
Saturday, April 14 
Montreal at New York 
Toronto FC at Colorado 
LA Galaxy at Chicago 
Columbus at D.C. United 
FC Dallas at New England 
Houston at San Jose 
Minnesota United at Portland 
Sunday, April 15 
Seattle at Sporting Kansas City 
.City FC at- 


2. Notre Dame 

3. Ohio State 

4. Michigan 

5. Denver 

6. St. Cloud State 

7. Providence 

8. Cornell 

9. Minnesota State 

10. Boston University 

11. Northeastern 

12. Clarkson 

13. Penn State 

14. Air Force 

15. Princeton 

16. Michigan Tech 

17. North Dakota 

18. Minnesota 

19. Boston College 


1. Dustin Johnson 

2. Justin Thomas 

3. Jordan Spieth 

4. Jon Rahm 

5. Justin Rose 

6. Rickie Fowler 

7. Rory Mcllroy 

8. Hideki Matsuyama 

9. Brooks Koepka 
0. Sergio Garcia 

1. Patrick Reed 

2. Tommy Fleetwood 

3. Paul Casey 

4. Jason Day 

5. Henrik Stenson 

6. Marc Leishman 

7. Alex Noren 

8. Tyrrell Hatton 

9. Bubba Watson 
0. Phil Mickelson 

1. Matt Kuchar 

2. Pat Perez 

3. Brian Harman 

4. Rafael Cabrera Bello 

5. Kevin Kisner 

6. Charley Hoffman 

7. Xander Schauffele 

8. Louis Oosthuizen 

9. Francesco Molinari 

0. Kiradech Aphibarnrat 

1. Ian Poulter 

2. Tony Finau 

3. Branden Grace 

4. Gary Woodland 

5. Patrick Cantlay 

6. Daniel Berger 

7. Matthew Fitzpatrick 

8. Ross Fisher 

9. Cameron Smith 
0. Kevin Chappell 

1. Adam Hadwin 

2. Li Haotong 

3. Webb Simpson 

4. Brendan Steele 

5. Kyle Stanley 

6. Satoshi Kodaira 

7. Chez Reavie 

8. Russell Henley 

9. Thomas Pieters 
0. Dylan Frittelli 


USA 

USA 

USA 


USA 

ENG 

ENG 

AUS 

SWE 

AUS 

SWE 

ENG 

USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

ESP 

USA 

USA 

USA 


THA 

ENG 

USA 

SAF 

USA 

USA 

USA 

ENG 

ENG 

AUS 

USA 

CAN 

CHN 

USA 

USA 

USA 


New York City FC at Atlanta United FC 


College hockey 


Final NCAA Division I poll 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams 
in the final NCAA Division I men’s ice 
hockey poll, compiled by U.S. College 
Hockey Online, with first-place votes in 
parentheses, 2017-18 records and previ¬ 
ous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

L. Minnesota Duluth (50) 25-16-31000 11 


28- 10-2 950 
26-10-5 901 

22- 15-3 825 10 

23- 10-8 787 3 

25-9-6 721 1 

24- 12-4 658 7 

25-6-2 605 4 

29- 10-1 602 6 

22- 14-4 536 13 

23- 10-5 532 8 

23-11-6 470 9 

18- 15-5 358 12 

23-15-5 287 - 

19- 13-4 273 16 
22-17-5 246 18 

17-13-10 235 14 

19- 17-2 189 15 

20- 14-3 140 17 


liege 

20. Northern Michigan 25-15-3 87 19 

Others receiving votes: Bowling Green 


Davis vs. Jesus Cuellar, 12, for the vacant 
WBA junior lightweight title. 

At Echo Arena, Liverpool, England, 
Amir Khan vs. Phil Lo Greco, 12, welter¬ 
weights. 

April 28 

At Philadelphia, Jessie Magdaleno vs. 
Isaac Dogboe, 12, for Magdaleno’s WBO 
junior featherweight title; Jesse Hart vs. 
Demond Nicholson, 10, super middle- 
weights; Bryant Jennings vs. Joey Dawe- 
jko, 10, heavyweights. 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Daniel Jacobs vs. Maciej Sulecki, 12, 
middleweights; Jarrell Miller vs. Johann 
Duhaupas, 12, heavyweights. 

May 11 

At Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Oleksandr 
Usyk vs. Murat Gassiev, 12, for IBF-WBA- 
WBC cruiserweight title (World Boxing 
Super Series final). 

At 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Devin 
Haney vs. Mason Menard, 10, light¬ 
weights. 

May 12 

At New York, Jorge Linares vs. Vasiliy 
Lomachenko, 12, for Linares’ WBA light¬ 
weight title. 

At Turning Stone Resort Casino, Vero¬ 
na, N.Y., Sadam Ali vs. Liam Smith, 12 for 
Ali’s WBO junior middleweight title; Rey 
Vargas vs. Azat Hovhannisyan, 12, for 
Vargas’ WBC super bantamweight title. 

May 19 

At Leeds, England, Lee Selby vs. Josh 
Warrington, 12, for Selby’s IBF feather¬ 
weight title. 

At Montreal, Adonis Stevenson vs. Ba- 
dou Jack, 12, for Stevenson’s WBC light 
heavyweight title. 


PGA Tour FedEx Cup 

Through April 8 
Points 

1. Justin Thomas 1,769 

2. Patton Kizzire 1,329 

3. Bubba Watson 1,281 

4. Phil Mickelson 1,248 

5. Patrick Reed 1,161 

6. Jon Rahm 1,139 

7. Dustin Johnson 1,129 

8. Justin Rose 1,014 

9. Tony Finau 1,006 

10. Paul Casey 947 

11. Jason Day 915 

12. Brendan Steele 912 

13. Rickie Fowler 882 

14. Brian Harman 844 

15. Pat Perez 844 

16. Chez Reavie 837 

17. Alex Noren 830 

18. Patrick Cantlay 829 

19. Gary Woodland 795 

20. Luke List 767 

21. Austin Cook 761 

22. Cameron Smith 747 

23. Jordan Spieth 709 

24. Marc Leishman 703 

25. Ian Poulter 689 

26. Chesson Hadley 670 

27. Rory Mcllroy 666 

28. Bryson DeChambeau 643 

29. Ted Potter, Jr. 589 

30. Kevin Kisner 577 

31. Charles Howell III 576 

32. Beau Hossler 561 

33. James Hahn 556 

34. Henrik Stenson 554 

35. Adam Hadwin 532 

36. Keegan Bradley 524 

37. Rafa Cabrera Bello 522 

38. Andrew Landry 499 

39. Kyle Stanley 493 

40. Ryan Armour 485 

41. Webb Simpson 484 

42. Tiger Woods 476 

43. J.J. Spaun 470 

44. Emiliano Grillo 464 

45. Brice Garnett 461 

46. Xander Schauffele 461 

47. Brian Gay 448 

48. Tom Hoge 427 

49. Kevin Chappell 425 

50. Si Woo Kim 420 

51. Whee Kim 418 

52. Brandon Harkins 396 

53. Ollie Schniederjans 391 

54. Tommy Fleetwood 387 

55. Jason Kokrak 384 

56. Kevin Streelman 383 

57. Daniel Berger 381 

58. Chris Kirk 378 

59. Zach Johnson 373 

60. Matt Kuchar 371 

61. Bud Cauley 369 

62. Kevin Na 366 

63. Hideki Matsuyama 358 

64. Branden Grace 358 

65. Ryan Moore 358 

66. Grayson Murray 351 

67. Patrick Rodgers 339 

68. Alex Cejka 338 

69. Scott Stallings 337 

70. Russell Henley 332 

71. Jamie Lovemark 330 

72. John Huh 329 

73. Brian Stuard 324 

74. Peter Uihlein 323 

75. Tyrrell Hatton 321 

76. Ryan Palmer 317 

77. Martin Piller 316 

78. Keith Mitchell 315 

79. Sergio Garcia 312 

80. Scott Piercy 311 

81. Russell Knox 307 

82. Jhonattan Vegas 301 

83. Abraham Ancer 290 


leaders 

Money 

$5,221,300 

$3,177,988 

$3,674,254 

$3,366,551 

$3,453,052 

$2,787,698 

$3,115,667 

$3,025,483 

$2,430,435 

$2,288,135 

$2,356,550 

$2,034,258 

$2,624,060 

$2,111,118 

$2,190,741 

$2,082,502 

$2,183,059 

$1,996,830 

$1,934,717 

$1,888,795 

$1,610,277 

$2,123,370 

$1,899,046 

$2,211,914 

$1,815,760 

$1,596,481 

$2,146,263 

$1,761,787 

$1,506,517 

$1,640,256 

$1,331,302 

$1,351,414 

$1,259,564 

$1,736,492 

$1,255,281 

$1,298,957 

$1,429,947 

$1,090,606 

$1,280,954 

$1,147,815 

$1,127,167 

$1,185,348 

$1,033,447 

$1,094,084 

$824,897 

$1,112,043 

$1,024,503 

$952,632 

$1,050,511 

$1,075,223 

$1,121,456 

$829,575 

$902,331 


$819,795 

$845,824 

$871,136 

$875,505 

$793,612 

$916,513 

$831,059 

$920,124 

$978,678 

$846,344 

$944,100 

$847,762 

$804,100 


$801,450 


$805,264 

$646,050 

$760,616 

$804,016 

$866,767 

$724,682 

$727,284 

$686,742 

$744,704 

$599,426 

$674,110 

$724,019 

$696,014 
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NFL/TENNIS/SPORTS BRIEFS 



Bill Kostroun/AP 


Giants wide receiver Odell Beckham warms up prior to a game in 
2017 The Giants have opened their first organized team activities 
under new coach Pat Shurmur with star receiver Beckham Jr., the 
subject of trade rumors in recent months, in the building. 


Briefly 

Suit alleges MSU 
trio raped woman 


Beckham 
shows up 
for OTAs 

By Tom Canavan 
Associated. Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— The New York Giants have 
opened their first organized team 
activities under new coach Pat 
Shurmur with star receiver Odell 
Beckham Jr. in the building. 

Speaking on a conference call 
Monday, Shurmur said he hadn’t 
yet talked to Beckham, whose 
name has been mentioned in trade 
speculation in recent months. 

The coach didn’t know how 
many of the voluntary activities 
Beckham planned to attend or 
the condition of his left ankle. The 
ankle was broken in the fifth game 
of a 3-13 season that led to the fir¬ 
ing of coach Ben McAdoo and gen¬ 
eral manager Jerry Reese. 

Shurmur said he previously 
spoke with Beckham about a video 
that surfaced online showing the 
25-year-old who wants to be the 
NFL’s highest paid player on a 
bed holding what appeared to be 
a hand-rolled cigarette. A woman 
next to him had unidentified white 
powder on a nearby table. 

Shurmur didn’t reveal what he 
said to Beckham. He also is not 
worried whether the player will 
be affected by the recent hype 
surrounding the video and trade 
rumors. 

“I really believe that Odell is a 
professional and he wants to be 
great,” said Shurmur, who expects 
to know more about Beckham’s 
ankle by the end of the week. “He 
understands the importance of the 


offseason and he’s a competitive 
guy and, again, we had already 
started communicating before all 
that information kind of got out 
there and was talked about a great 
deal. He’s a professional and I’m 
glad he’s here today.” 

When healthy, Beckham is a 
game-breaker. The three-time 
Pro Bowler has played in 47 
games in his first four seasons, 
catching 313 passes for 4,424 
yards and 38 touchdowns. He has 
averaged 94.1 yards. However, 
he can be a distraction when his 
emotions get the best of him on 
the field and when he does foolish 
things off the field, like taking a 
trip to Florida in the week lead¬ 
ing up to a playoff game after the 
2016 regular season. 

Quarterback Eli Manning 
thought it was important for ev¬ 
eryone to attend the OTAs with 
a new offense being installed. He 
said he didn’t talk to Beckham 
either after the trade rumors sur¬ 
faced or the video appeared on 


the internet. He declined to offer 
any advice. 

“Odell, he’s got to do what is 
best for him in getting ready to 
play this upcoming season,” Man¬ 
ning said in a conference call. “I’ll 
talk to him and give my two cents 
on everything, but he’s got to do 
what he feels is best for him to get 
ready and play at a high level.” 

While Beckham’s situation 
dominated the 15-minute confer¬ 
ence call, Shurmur made clear 
that the OTAs would be used to 
lay the groundwork for 2018. 

“For the most part, we’re try¬ 
ing to get things started, take 
advantage of the extra time we 
have and we want to grow away 
from basically what happened 
a year ago, the 3-13 season,” the 
former Minnesota Vikings offen¬ 
sive coordinator said. “We want 
to grow away from that and try to 
grow into a team that’s competing 
to win a division, compete in the 
playoffs, and then hopefully hold 
up that fifth Lombardi trophy.” 


Associated Press 

EAST LANSING, Mich. — A 
woman who attends Michigan 
State University filed a federal 
lawsuit against the school Monday 
alleging three former men’s bas¬ 
ketball players sexually assaulted 
her at an off-campus apartment 
in 2015 and she was discouraged 
from reporting what happened. 

The woman and players are not 
named in the suit, which was filed 
in U.S. District Court in Grand 
Rapids. It seeks compensatory 
and punitive damages. 

Michigan State has been rocked 
for months by a sexual assault 
scandal involving a former sports 
doctor that now includes his ex¬ 
boss. Three ex-football players 
also were charged last year with 
sexual assault. 

Monday’s lawsuit says the fe¬ 
male student was 18 on April 
12, 2015, when she met the play¬ 
ers at an East Lansing bar. She 
was later taken to an off-campus 
apartment where she was told a 
party was going on, according to 
the lawsuit. 

The woman said she was feel¬ 
ing “discombobulated” and tried 
to “send a phone text, but she 
could not control her thumbs to 
formulate a text.” 

At some point, the players took 
turns raping her in a bedroom, 
according to the lawsuit, which 
added that she had “no intention 
of having any physical contact 
with any of the people present at 
the party.” 

“Plaintiff does not remember 
anything else until she woke up 
on the couch a few hours later,” 
the suit said. 

She caught a taxi back to her 
dorm room and contacted univer¬ 
sity Counseling Center staff about 
a week later. 

After the woman told counsel¬ 
ing center staff that basketball 
players were involved, she said 
the staff made it clear that if she 
reported it to police “she faced 
an uphill battle that would cre¬ 
ate anxiety and unwanted media 
attention,” according to the 
lawsuit. 

The lawsuit accuses Michigan 
State of failing to comply with 
Title IX requirements by not 
providing the woman with equal 
protection under the law and says 
the school “created an unwritten, 
official policy that created a cul¬ 
ture in which male MSU athletes 
felt entitled and emboldened to 
commit sexual assaults without 
consequence.” 

A Michigan State spokeswoman 
declined comment Monday when 
contacted by the AP. 

Torn UCL ends season 
for Angels' Ramirez 

ARLINGTON, Texas—Los An¬ 
geles Angels starter JC Ramirez 


will miss the rest of this season 
because of a torn ulnar collateral 
ligament, and Tommy John sur¬ 
gery has been recommended for 
the right-hander. 

Ramirez (0-2, 9.45 ERA) was 
put on the 10-day disabled list 
Sunday, a day after the 29-year- 
old pitcher felt tightness in his 
forearm in his second start this 
season. 

After going 11-10 in 27 games 
last season, with 24 starts, 
Ramirez didn’t pitch again after 
Aug. 19 when he was diagnosed 
with a partially tom UCL. He 
tried stem-cell therapy instead of 
surgery then. 

“It definitely knocks the wind 
out of you when you see a guy 
who’s worked as hard as he has 
and has to miss the whole year,” 
Scioscia said. 

Red Sox SS Bogaerts 
on DL for ankle injury 

BOSTON — Red Sox shortstop 
Xander Bogaerts was put on the 
10-day disabled list because of a 
cracked bone in his left ankle. 

Boston says an MRI confirmed 
the injury on Monday, a day after 
he was hurt. The injury is a non- 
displaced fracture and won’t re¬ 
quire surgery. He is expected to 
miss 10-to-14 days. 

Bogaerts, a 2016 AL All-Star, 
left Sunday’s 8-7 over Tampa Bay 
in the seventh inning after injur¬ 
ing his ankle while sliding into 
the Rays dugout. He was cover¬ 
ing third base and chasing his 
own mishandling of a ball relayed 
by left fielder J.D. Martinez. 

Pirates closer changes 
last name to Vazquez 

CHICAGO — Pirates closer Fe¬ 
lipe Rivero has changed his name 
to Felipe Vazquez. 

Vazquez told the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette on Monday that he 
legally changed his surname to 
match that of his sister, Prescilla. 

The 26-year-old from Ven¬ 
ezuela took over as Pittsburgh’s 
closer last season and saved 21 
games with a 1.67 ERA. His uni¬ 
form will reflect the change soon, 
though Rivero said Monday he 
wasn’t sure when. He apologized 
on Twitter to fans who had pur¬ 
chased his No. 73 jersey with his 
name on the back. 

Vazquez lives with his sister in 
Florida during the offseason, and 
she has advised him on a num¬ 
ber of career decisions, including 
when he dropped Scott Boras as 
his agent this offseason. 

In other MLB news: 

■ The Chicago Cubs have 
placed first baseman Anthony 
Rizzo on the 10-day disabled list 
with lower back tightness. 

The move was made retroac¬ 
tive to Friday. 


Venus, Serena push for equal pay 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

A day before playing in the 2005 final at the All 
England Club, Venus Williams addressed a meeting 
of the Grand Slam Board, urging Wimbledon and 
the French Open to offer equal pay to male and fe¬ 
male players. 

“I said: All of our hearts beat the same. When 
your eyes are closed, you really can’t tell, next to 
you, who’s a man and who’s a woman.’ And [I asked 
them] to think about their daughters and their wives 
and sisters. How would they like them to be treat¬ 
ed?” Williams recalled. “Sometimes, we lose track 
of, and don’t even realize, our own bias and our own 
prejudice. And we have to confront ourselves.” 

The following afternoon, she won one of her seven 
major singles championships. About 1 Vi years later, 
Wimbledon announced it would, indeed, offer the 
same prize money to men and women in all rounds of 
the tournament, and the French Open soon followed 
suit, eliminating the pay gap at the four majors. 

Now, Williams and her sister, Serena, are adding 
their names and voices to the push for equal pay 
across all types of jobs that the Billie Jean King 
Leadership Initiative (B JKLI) is championing. 

The two current tennis stars are joining the ad¬ 
visory board of the group founded by the former 
player, and Tuesday’s announcement was timed to 
coincide with Equal Pay Day, which approximates 
how far into a new year a woman must work to earn 
what a man made by the previous Dec. 31. 

“Venus, in particular, helped us get equal prize 
money in the majors. She was amazing. She really 
got Wimbledon to make the big step,” King said in 


a telephone interview. “Venus has always had the 
courage to step up. And Serena’s the same way. They 
step up. I mean, Serena is not afraid to say whatever 
is on her mind.” 

Added King: “They’ve been through a lot them¬ 
selves, so they totally understand what’s going on. The 
two of them have transcended sports. The BJKLI is 
not about sports. It’s about every industry. To try to 
get equal pay for equal work, and that means across 
the board, from CEOs down to entry level.” 

Her group was formed in 2014, and other advisory 
board members include 2003 U.S. Open champion 
Andy Roddick, former NBA player Jason Collins, 
singer Elton John and CNN’s Christiane Amanpour. 

It was a pretty easy sell for King to add the Wil¬ 
liams siblings, owners of a combined 30 Grand Slam 
singles titles, along with another 14 they’ve won to¬ 
gether in doubles. 

“We always put our hands up for Billie. We love 
her. She has a tremendous history, not just in women’s 
tennis, but in leading rights for people, in general, no 
matter who they were,” Venus Williams said. “Billie 
could be at the point in her life now where she could 
say, ‘Hey, I’m going to sit back and enjoy my life.’ But 
she’s still working hard for others. And that’s a prime 
example for every single person. Your work on this 
earth never ends, as long as there is inequality.” 

King looks at the Williams sisters as among those 
who can carry on the work she started decades ago. 

“I am in my 70s, so I am looking to younger people 
to take up the mill as I phase out over time,” King 
said. “I’ve got energy right now, so we’re teeing ev¬ 
erything up so we’re in great shape for the legacy of 
the BJKLI, because I want it to have a life after I’m 
out of here.” 
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Roundup 

Gay, Ginobili lift Spurs 
to 21st straight berth 



Eric Gay/AP 


Spurs guard Manu Ginobil drives to the basket past Kings forward Justin Jackson 
during the second half Monday in San Antonio. The Spurs clinched a playoff berth. 


Associated Press 

SAN ANTONIO — The Spurs seemed 
like a perfect free-agent destination as 
Rudy Gay searched for a guaranteed play¬ 
off berth after just one postseason appear¬ 
ance in 11 previous seasons. 

That assurance was eroded by injuries 
this season, but Gay made sure two de¬ 
cades of success didn’t come to an end in 
his first year in San Antonio. 

Gay scored 18 points, Manu Ginobili had 
17 and the Spurs rallied late to beat the 
Sacramento Kings 98-85 on Monday night 
and clinch their 21st straight postseason 
appearance. 

“It feels good, it feels great actually,” 
Gay said. “This is what the regular season 
is for, to get to where we are now. This is 
a good feeling, something that I’m anxious 
for something I’ve been looking forward to 
for a long time. It’ll be fun.” 

San Antonio is fifth in the Western Con¬ 
ference despite only having star forward 
Kawhi Leonard available for nine games 
this season. The Spurs still have a slim 
chance of finishing fourth and earning 
home-court advantage in the first round 
with one game remaining. For now, they 
are just happy to make the playoffs. 

“For moments we felt like the worst 
team in the NBA,” Ginobili said, “but we 
still managed to go close to 50 games and 
make it to the payoffs in a conference that 
is tough and talented and young and athlet¬ 
ics. So, we managed to compete.” 

Sacramento, which was eliminated from 
the postseason on March 11, led by 14 
points before being outscored 38-19 in the 
fourth quarter. 

Reserves Gay, Ginobili and Bryn Forbes 
combined for 25 points in the fourth quar¬ 


ter. Forbes finished with 11 points total. 

“It’s tough when Rudy gets going, every¬ 
thing goes in,” said Willie Cauley-Stein, who 
finished with 25 points and 10 rebounds. 

Gay had eight points, five rebounds, an 
assist and a block in the fourth quarter. 

San Antonio outscored Sacramento 50- 
25 after Gay entered the game with 6:38 
remaining in the third quarter. 

“The way I was growing up, you learn you 
never have anything given to you, so you’ve 
got to go get it on your own,” Gay said. 

Thunder 115, Heat 93: Paul George 
scored 27 points, Russell Westbrook got his 
25th triple-double of the season and visit¬ 
ing Oklahoma City clinched a playoff spot. 

Westbrook finished with 23 points, 18 re¬ 
bounds and 13 assists for the Thunder, who 
were down 18 in the opening minutes before 
outscoring the Heat 39-12 in the fourth. 

The 27-point margin was the third-worst 
for any quarter in Heat history, and the 
worst ever in a game at Miami. 

Cavaliers 123, Knicks 109: LeBron 
James had 26 points and 11 assists, Kevin 
Love scored 28 points, and the Cavaliers 
got their 50th win and another Central Di¬ 
vision title by beating the host Knicks. 

The Cavaliers pulled within a half-game 
of Philadelphia for the No. 3 spot in the 
Eastern Conference, bouncing back from 
their loss to the 76ers on Friday and win¬ 
ning for the sixth time in seven games. 

They reached 50 wins for the fourth 
time in four seasons since James returned 
from Miami and the 11th time in franchise 
history. 

Raptors 108, Pistons 98: Jonas Va- 
lanciunas scored 25 points, and the Rap¬ 
tors scored the first 13 points of the fourth 
quarter before holding on for a victory over 


the host Pistons. 

Detroit was without injured stars Andre 
Drummond and Blake Griffin for its home 
finale, but the Pistons still led by 17 in 
the first half. The margin was only three, 
however, at halftime, and Detroit managed 
only 38 points over the final two quarters. 

Nets 114, Bulls 105: Allen Crabbe 
scored 20 of his career-high 41 points in 
the first quarter and the host Nets beat the 
Bulls for their first three-game winning 
streak this season. 

D’Angelo Russell had 21 points and 11 
assists, and Spencer Dinwiddie scored 20 
points for the Nets, who had not won three 
straight since April 1-4, 2017. 

Timberwolves 113, Grizzlies 94: Karl- 
Anthony Towns slammed his way to 24 
points and grabbed 18 rebounds for the 
host Timberwolves, who toughed out a vic¬ 
tory over the Grizzlies to move one step 
closer to a long-sought spot in the playoffs. 

Jeff Teague added 24 points and 
Jimmy Butler scored 15 points for the 
Timberwolves. 

Bucks 102, Magic 86: Shabazz Mu¬ 


hammad scored a season-high 22 points 
and helped spark a key third-quarter run, 
Eric Bledsoe had a triple-double and the 
host Bucks beat the Magic. 

The Bucks leapfrogged Miami for sixth 
in the Eastern Conference. 

Pelicans 113, Clippers 100: Anthony 
Davis scored 28 points, Nikola Mirotic had 
a double-double and the Pelicans beat the 
host Clippers to clinch their first playoff 
berth in three years. 

Mirotic had 24 points and 16 rebounds in 
the Pelicans’ fourth straight victory. It will 
be just their second playoff appearance in 
seven years and they made it without big 
man DeMarcus Cousins, who sustained a 
season-ending Achilles injury on Jan. 28. 

Nuggets 88, Trail Blazers 82: Nikola 
Jokic posted his 10th triple-double of the 
season and the host Nuggets kept their 
playoff hopes alive by rallying past the 
Trail Blazers. 

The Nuggets have won a season-high six 
straight games and a seventh, on Wednes¬ 
day night in Minnesota, would clinch their 
first playoff berth since 2012-13. 


League aims for less player-ref strife in playoffs 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

MIAMI — By rule, any substi¬ 
tute checking into an NBA game 
must first report his intentions to 
the scorer’s table. Denver’s Jamal 
Murray was on his way there 
during a game last month, then 
got derailed when an errant pass 
came flying his way. 

That’s when referee Jason Phil¬ 
lips intervened. 

Phillips could have easily been 
a stickler for rules and told Mur¬ 
ray — who never made it to the 
table — that he had to wait until 
the next stoppage of play. But 
Phillips knew Murray was on his 
way to checking in long before the 
play was dead and allowed him to 
enter the game. 

“Thank you,” Nuggets coach 
Michael Malone said, and Phil¬ 
lips nodded. 

There were moments of civility 
like this between referees, players 
and coaches this season. They just 
were overshadowed way too often. 
Now everyone is watching to see 
how things unfold in the playoffs. 

The league wants to avoid more 
headline-grabbing confrontation 



Joe Skipper/AP 


Warriors guard Shaun Livingston 
argues with referee Courtney 
Kirkland before he was called 
for a technical foul and ejected 
during a December game. 

with the playoffs starting Satur¬ 
day and stakes and emotion be¬ 
coming even higher, so officials 
met with all 30 teams. 

“We all make mistakes,” To¬ 
ronto coach Dwane Casey said. 
“It’s a game. We’re all a part of 
it. We’re all in the NBA. The of¬ 
ficials are part of the NBA. So we 
have to understand that we’re all 
under the same corporation.” 

There were instances where 
they looked more like combatants. 

Referee Courtney Kirkland 
was taken off the floor for a week 
for getting too aggressive with 


Golden State’s Shaun Livings¬ 
ton. Warriors star Kevin Durant 
— who’d been ejected once in his 
first nine seasons — got kicked 
out of five games. Even LeBron 
James got tossed for the first time 
in his 15-year career. 

It all led the NBA to announce 
in late January its plan to im¬ 
prove how players and referees 
get along. Former referee Monty 
McCutchen, now an NBA vice 
president overseeing referee de¬ 
velopment and training, and NBA 
senior vice president Michelle 
Johnson met with clubs to listen 
to their perspective. 

McCutchen’s biggest hope is 
finding a way to make commu¬ 
nication better, on all sides. He 
stressed to teams that he wasn’t 
meeting with them solely to de¬ 
fend and protect officials. 

“Our league needs strong of¬ 
ficials,” McCutchen said. “What 
we’re trying to shoot for is this 
idea that you can have strength 
without arrogance and you can 
show humility without having to 
give into weakness. And that sort 
of Goldilocks moment, where the 
porridge is just right, is the bal¬ 
ance in which we can start to 


disagree about the play without 
being demeaning or condescend¬ 
ing or arrogant to one another.” 

That hasn’t been the case at 
times this season. 

It’s rare that a call will truly 
decide a game, and the NBA is 
sticking to its pledge of transpar¬ 
ency by continuing to release re¬ 
ports about calls made in the final 
two minutes of close games. The 
Last 2 Minute Reports have been 
widely panned by players and 
coaches, especially when those 
reports show that a big call didn’t 
go their way in a close loss. 

For the 400-plus games that 
have met the criteria for such a re¬ 
port being publicly issued this sea¬ 
son, the NBA has said 97.4 percent 
of the calls made—in other words, 
39 out of every 40 — are correct. 
When factoring in no-calls, what 
the NBA defines as “event accu¬ 
racy” drops to 93.9 percent. 

But there have also been some 
difficult moments. 

Livingston and Kirkland butt¬ 
ed heads in a game at Miami, 
earning the Warriors guard a 
one-game suspension and Kirk¬ 
land’s discipline after the league 
determined they were both in the 


wrong. Through Sunday, there 
were 79 ejections — up consider¬ 
ably from the 61 last season. The 
NBA said 902 technicals were 
called last season; that figure has 
also been topped this season, al¬ 
beit only by about 30. 

Draymond Green, who isn’t 
shy about getting technicals, has 
complained. So has Chris Paul, 
the president of the National Bas¬ 
ketball Players Association. 

“To be honest, we need to kind 
of just go out there and play, and 
not worry about anything but 
that,” Toronto guard Kyle Lowry 
said. “We can’t worry about what 
happened, even legitimately. We 
have to just go play and not say 
anything and just do our jobs. I 
think that’ll be a focus for the rest 
of the season for our team.” 

But Lowry knows, starting Sat¬ 
urday, everything gets magnified. 

“You can’t get distracted or ob¬ 
sess on the officials or things that 
happen during the game that you 
can’t necessarily control,” Miami 
coach Erik Spoelstra said. “You 
can’t cross the line consistently 
and expect to develop the right 
mental toughness that you need 
to win.” 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


z-Toronto 

x-Boston 

x-Philadelphia 

y-Cleveland 

x-lndiana 

x-Milwaukee 

x-Miami 

x-Washington 


W L Pet GB 

59 22 .728 - 

54 26 .675 4V4 

50 30 .625 814 

50 31 .617 9 

48 33 .593 11 

44 37 .543 15 

43 38 .531 16 

42 38 .525 16’/z 


Detroit 

Charlotte 

Brooklyn 

New York 

Chicago 

Orlando 

Atlanta 


38 43 .469 21 

35 46 .432 24 

28 53 .346 31 

28 53 .346 31 

27 54 .333 32 

24 57 .296 35 

24 57 .296 35 


Western Conference 


z-Houston 
y-Golden State 
x-Portland 
x-Utah 

x-San Antonio 
x-OklahomaCity 
x-New Orleans 
Minnesota 


64 16 .800 

58 23 .716 

48 33 .593 

47 33 .588 


46 35 .568 1814 

42 39 .519 22’/z 

34 46 .425 30 

26 55 .321 3814 

24 57 .296 4014 

22 59 .272 42'/ 2 

“ 61 .247 4414 


L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 
Dallas 
Memphis 

Phoenix zu 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 
z-clinched conference 

Sunday’s games 
Atlanta 112, Boston 106 
Indiana 123, Charlotte 117 
Philadelphia 109, Dallas 97 
Memphis 130, Detroit 117 
Toronto 112, Orlando 101 
Utah 112, L.A. Lakers 97 
Golden State 117, Phoenix 100 
Monday’s games 
Toronto 108, Detroit 98 
Brooklyn 114, Chicago 105 
Cleveland 123, New York 109 
Oklahoma City 115, Miami 93 
Milwaukee 102, Orlando 86 
Minnesota 113, Memphis 94 
San Antonio 98, Sacramento 85 
Denver 88, Portland 82 
New Orleans 113, L.A. Clippers 100 
Tuesday’s games 
Charlotte at Indiana 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
Boston at Washington 
Phoenix at Dallas 
Golden State at Utah 
Houston at L.A. Lakers 

Wednesday's games 
Brooklyn at Boston 
Denver at Minnesota 
Detroit at Chicago 
Memphis at Oklahoma City 
Milwaukee at Philadelphia 
New York at Cleveland 
San Antonio at New Orleans 
Toronto at Miami 
Washington at Orlando 
Houston at Sacramento 
L.A. Lakers at L.A. Clippers 
Utah at Portland 


Monday 

Cavaliers 123, Knicks 109 

CLEVELAND - Green 3-6 4-5 10, James 
7-16 9-10 26, Love 9-17 4-5 28, Hill 1-4 2-2 5, 
Korver 1-4 0-0 2, Osman 0-0 0-0 0, Nance 
Jr. 4-6 2-2 10, Zizic 1-1 0-0 2, Thompson 2-5 

1- 2 5, Calderon 1-4 0-0 3, Holland 0-0 0-0 
0, Smith 6-13 0-0 16, Clarkson 5-9 2-2 16. 
Totals 40-85 24-28 123. 

NEW YORK - Beasley 8-13 3-5 20, 
Thomas 6-9 0-0 14, O’Quinn 4-6 0-0 8, 
Burke 5-11 1-2 12, Ntilikina 8-16 0-0 17, 
Hicks 1-2 0-0 2, Kornet 2-6 1-3 6, Jack 1-3 
0-0 2, Lee 7-12 0-0 17, Dotson 4-9 1-2 11. 
Totals 46-87 6-12 109. 

Cleveland 26 35 29 33-123 

New York 25 24 28 32-109 

Three-point Goals—Cleveland 19-45 
(Love 6-13, Clarkson 4-6, Smith 4-8, James 
3-6, Hill 1-3, Calderon 1-4, Green 0-2, Kor¬ 
ver 0-3), New York 11-30 (Lee 3-6, Thomas 

2- 2, Dotson 2-7, Kornet 1-2, Beasley 1-3, 
Ntilikina 1-4, Burke 1-5, Jack 0-1). Fouled 
Out—Thomas. Rebounds—Cleveland 42 
(Smith 7), New York 37 (Thomas 7). As¬ 
sists—Cleveland 29 (James 11), New York 
26 (Burke 8). Total Fouls—Cleveland 15, 
New York 20. Technicals—Hardaway Jr.. 
A—19,449 (19,812). 


Raptors 108, Pistons 98 

TORONTO — Anunoby 3-6 0-0 8, Siakam 
4-6 0-0 10, Valanciunas 11-13 2-2 25, Lowry 
4-8 0-0 11, DeRozan 6-12 2-2 16, Miles 3-10 
0-0 7, Powell 1-8 0-0 2, McKinnie 1-2 0-0 2, 
Poeltl 6-8 0-0 12, Brown 5-9 0-0 11, Wright 

2- 5 0-0 4. Totals 46-87 4-4 108. 

DETROIT — Johnson 2-10 1-2 5, Tolliver 
4-8 2-3 13, Moreland 5-6 1-3 11, Jackson 7- 
18 2-2 16, Kennard 7-13 3-4 20, Ennis III 0-1 
0-0 0, Ellenson 2-8 7-8 12, Galloway 1-6 3-3 
6, Smith 7-8 0-0 15. Totals 35-78 19-25 98. 
Toronto 32 25 28 23-108 

Detroit 32 28 20 18- 98 

Three-point Goals—Toronto 12-39 

(Lowry 3-7, Siakam 2-3, Anunoby 2-4, 
DeRozan 2-5, Valanciunas 1-1, Brown 1-4, 
Miles 1-7, Wright 0-1, McKinnie 0-1, Pow¬ 
ell 0-6), Detroit 9-30 (Kennard 3-6, Tolliver 

3- 7, Smith 1-1, Ellenson 1-4, Galloway 1-4, 
Ennis III 0-1, Jackson 0-3, Johnson 0-4). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Toronto 
48 (Valanciunas 9), Detroit 33 (Kennard, 
Moreland 7). Assists—Toronto 27 (Lowry 
9), Detroit 22 (Jackson 9). Total Fouls- 
Toronto 17, Detroit 11. A-17,529 (21,000). 



Jack Dempsey/AP 


Nuggets guard Jamal Murray, left, high-fives Gary Harris in the final 
minute of their victory over Portland on Monday. 


Nuggets 88, Trail Blazers 82 

PORTLAND - Turner 2-9 0-0 4, Aminu 
3-13 0-0 7, Nurkic 9-15 2-3 20, Lillard 8-22 
7-11 25, McCollum 5-18 4-4 16, Swanigan 

1- 2 0-0 2, Davis 0-1 0-0 0, Collins 1-4 0-0 3, 
Leonard 0-0 0-0 0, Napier 2-10 0-0 5, Con- 
naughton 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 31-94 13-18 82. 

DENVER - Chandler 3-8 0-0 8, Millsap 

2- 10 2-4 6, Jokic 5-14 4-4 15, Murray 4-14 

3- 4 12, Barton 8-15 5-6 22, Lyles 0-0 0-0 0, 
Plumlee 3-4 2-4 8, D.Harris 2-9 0-0 5, Craig 
0-0 0-0 0, G.Harris 4-9 4-4 12. Totals 31-83 
20-26 88. 

Portland 23 26 20 13-82 

Denver 28 14 24 22-88 

Three-point Goals—Portland 7-33 (Mc¬ 
Collum 2-5, Lillard 2-10, Collins 1-3, Na¬ 
pier 1-3, Aminu 1-8, Turner 0-4), Denver 
6-26 (Chandler 2-3, Barton 1-3, D.Harris 

1-4, Jokic 1-4, Murray 1-6, G.Harris 0-3, 
Millsap 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Portland 57 (Nurkic 19), Den¬ 
ver 52 (Jokic 20). Assists—Portland 10 
(McCollum, Lillard 3), Denver 22 (Jokic 
11). Total Fouls—Portland 28, Denver 18. 
Technicals—Denver coach Michael Malo¬ 
ne. A-17,467 (19,155). 

Bucks 102, Magic 86 

ORLANDO - Hezonja 5-12 2-2 12, Gor¬ 
don 5-14 1-2 12, Vucevic 8-17 1-1 17, Au¬ 
gustin 2-6 1-2 7, Iwundu 3-5 1-2 8, Birch 

3- 4 4-6 10, Biyombo 6-7 2-3 14, Mack 2-7 1- 
2 6, Purvis 0-5 0-0 0, Artis 0-5 0-0 0. Totals 
34-82 13-20 86. 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 7-16 3-3 18, 
Parker 7-13 0-0 16, Henson 3-8 0-2 6, Bled¬ 
soe 7-17 4-4 20, Snell 3-10 1-2 9, Wilson 
1-2 0-0 2, Zeller 2-3 0-0 4, Maker 0-0 0-0 0, 
Jennings 1-2 0-0 3, Terry 0-1 0-0 0, Brown 
0-1 0-0 0, Muhammad 7-14 7-7 22, Brogdon 
1-4 0-0 2. Totals 39-91 15-18 102. 

Orlando 21 21 25 19- 86 

Milwaukee 31 14 29 28-102 

Three-point Goals—Orlando 5-24 (Au¬ 
gustin 2-4, Iwundu 1-2, Mack 1-4, Gordon 

1- 5, Purvis 0-1, Artis 0-2, Hezonja 0-6), Mil¬ 
waukee 9-26 (Parker 2-4, Bledsoe 2-6, Snell 

2- 7, Jennings 1-2, Muhammad 1-2, Middle- 
ton 1-4, Terry 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Orlando 43 (Vucevic 10), Milwau¬ 
kee 56 (Bledsoe 12). Assists—Orlando 24 
(Augustin 9), Milwaukee 26 (Bledsoe 11). 
Total Fouls—Orlando 14, Milwaukee 18. 
Technicals—Augustin. A-18,717 (18,717). 

Pelicans 113, Clippers 100 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 7-13 3-3 19, 
Mirotic 9-17 2-2 24, Davis 11-22 6-7 28, 
Rondo 2-6 0-2 5, Holiday 4-7 0-0 8, Miller 
2-6 1-2 6, Hill 0-1 1-2 1, Diallo 3-6 0-1 6, 
Okafor 1-2 1-1 3, Clark 5-9 0-0 13, Liggins 
0-2 0-0 0, Crawford 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 44-95 
14-20 113. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Johnson 3-8 0-0 6, 
Harris 4-14 3-4 11, Jordan 4-7 1-3 9, Wal¬ 
lace 5-15 0-0 10, C.Williams 5-12 0-0 10, 
Dekker 3-5 1-2 7, Harrell 7-15 1-4 15, Mar- 
janovic 5-8 2-3 12, Thornwell 9-14 0-3 20. 
Totals 45-98 8-19 100. 

New Orleans 31 28 34 20-113 

L.A. Clippers 23 26 22 29-100 

Three-point Goals—New Orleans 11- 
30 (Mirotic 4-9, Clark 3-6, Moore 2-6, Ron¬ 
do 1-2, Miller 1-3, Davis 0-1, Holiday 0-1, 
Crawford 0-2), L.A. Clippers 2-17 (Thorn- 
well 2-3, Wallace 0-2, Johnson 0-2, Harris 
0-5, C.Williams 0-5). Fouled Out-None. 
Rebounds—New Orleans 51 (Mirotic 16), 
L.A. Clippers 60 (Jordan 15). Assists—New 
Orleans 34 (Holiday 11), L.A. Clippers 29 
(Thornwell 7). Total Fouls—New Orleans 
18, L.A. Clippers 18. A-15,742 (18,997). 

Spurs 98, Kings 85 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 0-2 0-0 0, 
Sampson 3-5 0-0 6, Cauley-Stein 10-20 5-8 
25, Fox 7-17 4-5 21, Bogdanovic 1-8 0-0 2, 
Hayes 3-6 0-0 7, Caboclo 0-1 0-0 0, Cooley 

1- 3 2-4 4, Hield 7-17 0-0 17, Carter 1-2 0-0 
3. Totals 33-81 11-17 85. 

SAN ANTONIO - Green 1-6 2-3 4, Al¬ 
dridge 6-19 3-4 15, Gasol 1-2 0-0 2, Murray 

2- 6 0-0 4, Mills 6-14 0-0 15, Bertans 1-2 0-0 
2, Gay 5-9 8-9 18, Anderson 2-4 4-6 8, Lau- 
vergne 0-0 0-0 0, Parker 1-4 0-0 2, Forbes 

4- 5 2-2 11, Ginobili 5-11 5-5 17, Paul 0-0 0-0 
0. Totals 34-82 24-29 98. 

Sacramento 25 25 16 19-85 

San Antonio 17 26 17 38-98 


Three-point Goals—Sacramento 8-18 
(Fox 3-5, Hield 3-6, Hayes 1-1, Carter 1-2, 
Sampson 0-1, Bogdanovic 0-1, Jackson 0- 

2) , San Antonio 6-27 (Mills 3-10, Ginobili 

2- 6, Forbes 1-2, Aldridge 0-1, Bertans 0-1, 
Gay 0-1, Anderson 0-1, Parker 0-2, Green 0- 

3) . Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Sacra¬ 
mento 45 (Cauley-Stein 10), San Antonio 
45 (Aldridge 14). Assists—Sacramento 16 
(Fox 7), San Antonio 18 (Ginobili 5). Total 
Fouls—Sacramento 24, San Antonio 14. 
Technicals—Carter. A-18,418 (18,418). 

Timberwolves 113, 
Grizzlies 94 

MEMPHIS - D.Brooks 5-15 5-6 15, Rabb 
6-8 2-2 14, Davis 5-8 0-0 10, Simmons 2-7 
0-0 5, McLemore 8-15 2-2 18, Henry 2-8 0- 
0 6, Johnson 2-4 0-0 4, Chalmers 1-4 6-7 8, 
M.Brooks 4-16 4-4 14. Totals 35-85 19-21 94. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 3-12 1-1 7, Gib¬ 
son 2-4 0-0 4, Towns 11-14 2-3 24, Teague 
9-19 5-5 24, Butler 3-8 9-11 15, Georges- 
Hunt 1-1 0-0 3, Bjelica 1-3 0-0 2, Dieng 3-4 

3- 4 11, Aldrich 0-0 0-0 0, A.Brooks 0-0 0-0 
0, Rose 5-10 2-2 13, Jones 3-7 0-0 8, Craw¬ 
ford 1-5 0-0 2. Totals 42-87 22-26 113. 

Memphis 26 27 22 19- 94 

Minnesota 20 36 27 30-113 

Three-point Goals—Memphis 5-18 
(M.Brooks 2-4, Henry 2-5, Simmons 1-2, 
Chalmers 0-1, Johnson 0-1, D.Brooks 0-2, 
McLemore 0-3), Minnesota 7-22 (Dieng 2- 
2, Jones 2-6, Georges-Hunt 1-1, Rose 1-2, 
Teague 1-4, Butler 0-1, Bjelica 0-1, Craw¬ 
ford 0-2, Wiggins 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Memphis 35 (Rabb 8), Minne¬ 
sota 52 (Towns 18). Assists—Memphis 20 
(M.Brooks 5), Minnesota 27 (Teague 8). 
Total Fouls—Memphis 20, Minnesota 18. 
Technicals—Memphis coach JB Bicker- 
staff. A-17,641 (19,356). 


Thunder 115, Heat 93 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 7-19 8-9 
27, Anthony 4-11 2-2 11, Adams 3-6 1-4 7, 
Westbrook 8-21 5-6 23, Brewer 2-5 2-2 6, 
Grant 4-6 9-1117, Huestis 0-0 0-0 0, Patter¬ 
son 2-3 1-1 7, Collison 0-0 0-0 0, D.Johnson 
0-0 0-0 0, Felton 3-7 1-1 9, Abrines 1-1 2-2 5, 
Ferguson 1-2 0-0 3. Totals 35-81 31-38 115. 

MIAMI - Richardson 8-14 1-2 18, 
J.Johnson 5-7 1-2 11, Whiteside 8-10 0-2 
16, Dragic 2-10 0-0 4, T.Johnson 5-10 0-0 
12, Winslow 6-10 0-0 12, Jones Jr. 0-1 0-0 0, 
Adebayo 1-3 4-4 6, Olynyk 2-6 0-0 5, Wade 
2-10 2-4 6, McGruder 0-1 0-0 0, Ellington 
1-5 0-0 3. Totals 40-87 8-14 93. 

Oklahoma City 21 28 27 39-115 

Miami 27 25 29 12- 93 

Three-point Goals—Oklahoma City 14- 
35 (George 5-13, Patterson 2-3, Felton 2-4, 
Westbrook 2-5, Abrines 1-1, Ferguson 1- 
2, Anthony 1-5, Brewer 0-2), Miami 5-22 
(T.Johnson 2-4, Olynyk 1-3, Richardson 
1-4, Ellington 1-4, Winslow 0-1, McGruder 
0-1, Wade 0-2, Dragic 0-3). Fouled Out- 
J.Johnson. Rebounds—Oklahoma City 43 
(Westbrook 18), Miami 43 (Winslow 9). 
Assists—Oklahoma City 21 (Westbrook 
13), Miami 21 (Dragic 7). Total Fouls— 
Oklahoma City 15, Miami 24. Techni- 
cals—Whiteside. A-19,600 (19,600). 


Nets 114, Bulls 105 

CHICAGO - Holiday 5-12 1-1 13, Mark- 
kanen 3-14 2-410, Felicio 5-8 0-010, Payne 
6-10 0-0 15, Nwaba 5-11 0-0 11, Portis 7-9 
0-0 14, Asik 0-0 0-0 0, Arcidiacono 4-5 0-0 
9, Grant 2-7 2-3 7, Kilpatrick 6-13 2-4 16. 
Totals 43-89 7-12 105. 

BROOKLYN - Crabbe 12-15 9-9 41, 
Hollis-Jefferson 2-6 0-0 4, Allen 4-5 0-0 
8, Russell 9-21 0-0 21, Dinwiddie 6-13 5-6 
20, Cunningham 2-7 0-0 5, Acy 2-4 0-0 5, 
Doyle 3-4 0-0 8, Stauskas 1-7 0-0 2. Totals 
41-82 14-15 114. 

Chicago 26 29 28 22-105 

Brooklyn 29 33 24 28-114 

Three-point Goals—Chicago 12-28 
(Payne 3-5, Kilpatrick 2-4, Markkanen 2- 
5, Holiday 2-7, Nwaba 1-1, Arcidiacono 
1-2, Grant 1-3, Felicio 0-1), Brooklyn 18-42 
(Crabbe 8-11, Dinwiddie 3-9, Russell 3-12, 
Doyle 2-3, Acy 1-2, Cunningham 1-2, Staus¬ 
kas 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds- 
Chicago 44 (Nwaba 10), Brooklyn 38 (Hol¬ 
lis-Jefferson, Russell 6). Assists-Chicago 
26 (Payne 6), Brooklyn 32 (Russell 11). To- 


Nuggets, T-wolves 
battle for last spot 

Pelicans, Thunder, Spurs all clinch playoffs 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

A look at the NBA playoff pic¬ 
ture, with only one berth left to be 
decided: 

West update 

The playoffs start Wednesday. 

Officially, that’s not true. But 
the Denver at Minnesota game on 
Wednesday night essentially is a 
play-in game: Winner moves on, 
loser goes home. 

On Monday night, the Nuggets 
rallied past the Portland Trail 
Blazers 88-82 for their sixth con¬ 
secutive victory. 

“That was another playoff 
game. That was just tough, physi¬ 
cal for 48 minutes,” Nuggets 
coach Michael Malone said. 

Karl-Anthony Towns had 24 
points and 18 rebounds for the 
Timberwolves, who toughed out a 
113-94 victory over the Memphis 
Grizzlies. 

“We had to play as if we had 
that kind of desperation in us,” 
said Towns, who had five dunks 
to help ignite the crowd. 

Monday started with four spots 
available out West, and ended 
with only the one still unclaimed. 
New Orleans, San Antonio and 
Oklahoma City all won to clinch 
their playoff berths — the Spurs 
doing so for the 21st consecutive 
year, tying Portland for the sec¬ 
ond-longest run in NBA history 
and moving one shy of tying Phil¬ 
adelphia’s league record (which 
started when the 76ers were the 
Syracuse Nationals). 

The funny part about Monday’s 
triple-clinchings is that nothing 
changed in the standings. The 


order of the top eight remained 
the same. 

It won’t stay that way. Get ready 
for craziness. 

Portland and Utah can still get 
to No. 3. The Blazers, Jazz, Peli¬ 
cans, Thunder and Spurs are in 
the mix for No. 4. The Spurs could 
also fall as far as No. 8. The Thun¬ 
der, who are in seventh, cannot 
finish seventh. There’s at least a 
dozen more scenarios. 

Wednesday night will be great 
fun. 

East update 

Cleveland won the Central Di¬ 
vision and locked Indiana into 
the No. 5 seed with a win at New 
York. 

A division title and 50 wins 
would have been considered shoo- 
ins for the Cavs before the season, 
but after injuries, trades and a 
leave of absence for coach Tyronn 
Lue, nothing seemed certain. 

“It’s been it feels like a num¬ 
ber of seasons within the season, 
but it’s also gone by pretty fast,” 
Kevin Love said. “I know I was 
injured for a number of games, 
but it still feels like it was a little 
bit of a blur, so we got one more 
left at home and as we always say 
the real things starts.” 

Milwaukee is now up to No. 6 in 
the East, flip-flopping spots with 
now-No. 7 Miami. The Bucks beat 
Orlando, while the Heat could get 
nothing going and got routed in 
the fourth quarter on the way to 
losing to the Thunder. 

The Bucks wrap up No. 6 with 
a win at Philadelphia on Wednes¬ 
day night. But the 76ers will go 
into the final day with a chance at 
the No. 3 spot. 



Jim Mone/AP 

The Timberwolves’ Karl-Anthony Towns dunks against Memphis on 
Monday in Minneapolis. Towns scored 24 points to help Minnesota 
stay alive for a playoff spot. The Timberwolves host Denver on 
Wednesday with the winner earning the West’s eighth seed. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 


East Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
New York 
Baltimore 
Tampa Bay 

Cleveland 
Minnesota 
Detroit 
Kansas City 
Chicago 

Houston 
Los Angeles 
Seattle 
Oakland 


Central Division 


West Division 


National League 

East Division 


New York 
Atlanta 
Washington 
Philadelphia 
Miami 


Pittsburgh 
Chicago 
Milwaukee 
St. Louis 
Cincinnati 


Central Division 


556 2 

545 2 

400 3'A 

222 5 


West Division 

Arizona 8 2 

Colorado 5 6 

San Francisco 4 5 

Los Angeles 3 6 

San Diego 3 8 

Monday’s games 
Tampa Bay 5, Chicago White Sox 4 
Cleveland 2, Detroit 0 
Toronto 7, Baltimore 1 
L.A. Angels 8, Texas 3 
Houston 2, Minnesota 0 
Kansas City 10, Seattle 0 
Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs, ppd. 
Milwaukee 5, St. Louis 4,10 innings 
Philadelphia 6, Cincinnati 5 
Washington 2, Atlanta 0 
N.Y. Mets 4, Miami 2 
San Diego 7, Colorado 6 
Arizona 2, San Francisco 1 
Tuesday's games 
Tampa Bay at Chicago White So 
Detroit at Cleveland 
Toronto at Baltimore 
N.Y. Yankees at Boston 
L.A. Angels at Texas 
Houston at Minnesota 
Seattle at Kansas City 
Oakland at L.A. Dodgers 
Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs 
Atlanta at Washington 
Cincinnati at Philadelphia 
N.Y. Mets at Miami 
Milwaukee at St. Louis 
San Diego at Colorado 
Arizona at San Francisco 

Wednesday’s games 
Houston (McCullers 1-1) at Minnesota 
(Gibson 1-0) 

Tampa Bay (TBD) at Chicago White 
Sox (Shields 1-0) 

Seattle (Paxton 0-1) at Kansas City 
(Duffy 0-2) 

Detroit (Zimmermann 0-0) at Cleve¬ 
land (Carrasco 2-0) 

Toronto (Estrada 1-0) at Baltimore 
(Gausman 0-1) 

N.Y. Yankees (Tanaka 1-1) at Boston 
(Price 1-0) 

L.A. Angels (Barria 0-0) at Texas 
(Moore 0-2) 

Oakland (Mengden 0-2) at L.A. Dodg¬ 
ers (Wood 0-1) 

Atlanta (McCarthy 2-0) at Washington 
(Cole 0-1) 

Milwaukee (TBD) at St. Louis (Wain- 
wright 0-1) 

San Diego (Perdomo 1-1) at Colorado 
(Marquez 0-1) 

Arizona (Ray 2-0) at San Francisco 
(Cueto 1-0) 

Cincinnati (Castillo 0-2) at Philadel¬ 
phia (Pivetta 1-0) 

N.Y. Mets (Wheeler 0-0) at Miami (Gar¬ 
cia 0-0) 


Monday 

Diamondbacks 2, Giants 1 

Arizona San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

D.Prlta If 4 0 10 Panik2b 4 0 0 0 

K.Marte 2b 3 110 Belt lb 4 0 0 0 

Gldschm lb 4 1 1 1 McCtchn rf 4 0 10 

Pollock cf 3 0 0 1 Posey c 3 0 2 0 

Owingsrf 4 0 10 Lngoria3b 3 0 0 0 

Ahmed ss 3 0 0 0 B.Crwfrss 3 12 0 
Marrero 3b 3 0 0 0 Pence If 3 0 0 0 

Mathis c 3 0 10 Blanco cf 3 0 0 1 

Godleyp 2 0 0 0 D.HIInd p 10 0 0 

Dscalso ph 1 0 0 0 G.Hrnan ph 1 0 0 0 

Hirano p 0 0 0 0 R.Gomez p 0 0 0 0 

Bradley p 0 0 0 0 Sndoval ph 1 0 0 0 

S.Dyson p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 30 2 5 2 Totals 30 1 5 1 

Arizona 200 000 000-2 

San Francisco 000 000 010—1 

DP—Arizona 2. LOB—Arizona 3, San 
Francisco 2. 2B—B.Crawford (1). 3B— 
Goldschmidt (1). CS—Owings (1). SF— 
Pollock (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Arizona 

Godley W,2-0 7 4 0 0 0 9 

Hirano H,3 11110 1 

BradleyS,1-1 1 0 0 0 0 2 


Angels 8, Rangers 3 

Los Angeles Texas 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cozart 2b 5 12 1 Choodh 4 0 0 0 

Trout Cf 4 0 11 Odor 2b 0 0 0 0 

Upton dh 5 0 0 0 Profarpr-2b2 0 0 0 
Pujols lb 5 12 1 Andrus SS 4 2 11 

K.CIhun rf 5 12 1 Beltre3b 4 110 

A. Smmnsss 5 3 2 0 Mazararf 5 0 2 0 

Vlbuena3b 4 110 Gallo lb 4 0 2 2 

Mldnadoc 3 12 2 R.Chrnsc 4 0 2 0 

Schimpflf 2 0 0 1 Rbinsoncf 4 0 0 0 

Young If 2 0 11 Rua If 4 0 0 0 

Totals 40 813 8 Totals 35 3 8 3 

Los Angeles 100 202 030-8 

Texas 000 100 101-3 

E-Beltre (1). DP-Texas 1. LOB-Los 
Angeles 8, Texas 11. 2B—Young (1), 
R.dnirinos (2). HR—Pujols (2), Andrus (2). 
SB-Choo (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

Richards 4'A 4 115 6 

Alvarez W,l-0 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 

Ramirez 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Johnson 1 21111 

Parker 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Bedrosian 1 1110 1 

Texas 

Fister L.l-2 5 6 3 3 0 5 

Claudio Vi 3 2 2 0 0 

Bush lVi 0 0 0 0 1 

Diekman 0 2 3 2 1 0 

Jepsen lVi 2 0 0 1 0 

Kela Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

Diekman pitched to 4 batters in the 
8th HBP—by Fister (Maldonado). WP- 
Ramirez. T-3:28. A-16,718 (49,115). 

Astros 2, Twins 0 

Houston Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Sprngerdh 5 0 0 0 B.Dzier2b 4 0 10 

Bregman3b 2 0 0 0 Mauerlb 2 0 10 

Altuve 2b 4 0 10 Sano 3b 4 0 0 0 

Correa ss 4 2 2 0 Adrnza pr-ssO 0 0 0 

Ma.Gnza If 3 0 11 E.Rsrio If 4 0 0 0 

B. McCnn c 3 0 10 Mrrisondh 4 0 0 0 

J.Davis lb 4 0 11 EEscbr ss-3b4 0 1 0 

Mrsnickcf 4 0 10 Kepler rf 4 0 10 

Fisher rf 4 0 0 0 Buxton cf 4 0 0 0 

J.Cstro c 3 0 2 0 

Totals 33 2 7 2 Totals 33 0 6 0 

Houston 000 001 010-2 

Minnesota 000 000 000—0 

E—E.Rosario (2). DP-Houston 1. LOB- 
Houston 8, Minnesota 8. 2B—Correa (4), 
Ma.Gonzalez (3), Mauer (4), E.Escobar 
(5), J.Castro (1). CS-Bregman (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Houston 

Verlander W,2-0 7 4 0 0 1 9 

Peacock H,l 'A 1 0 0 l 1 

Devenski H,2 l'A 1 0 0 0 0 

Giles S,1-1 Vi 0 0 0 0 0 


Lyles H,2 
Stammen H,3 
Hand S,3-4 
Colorado 
Gray L,l-2 
Senzatela 
Dunn 
Shaw 
Ottavino 



Toronto 


Nick Wass/AP 


The Toronto Blue Jays’ Josh Donaldson, center celebrates his grand 
slam with teammates Curtis Granderson, left, Kevin Pillar, right, 
and others as Orioles catcher Caleb Joseph, bottom front, looks on 
during the ninth inning Monday in Baltimore. 


5 3 0 0 4 9 

Rogers L.l-l Vi 1 110 0 

Hildenberger l'A 1 0 0 0 0 

Reed 1 21102 

Pressly 1 0 0 0 0 2 

WP—Verlander. T-3:28. A-15,521 

(39,504). 

Padres 7, Rockies 6 

San Diego Colorado 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Asuaje 2b 5 111 Blckmon cf 3 0 10 
Headley 3b 5 0 0 0 LMahieu2b 5 0 2 0 

Hosmerlb 5 12 0 Arenado3b 3 0 0 0 

Pirela rf-lf 5 13 1 Story ss 4 110 

Spngnbrlf 3 0 10 Desmond If 3 2 11 

Stammen p 0 0 0 0 Innettac 3 2 13 

Hand p 0 0 0 0 C.Gnzal rf 4 112 

Galvisss 4 110 Valaika lb 4 0 0 0 

Hedges c 4 13 1 J.Grayp 10 0 0 

Margot cf 3 111 Tuchman ph 1 0 0 0 

Richard p 3 113 Snztela p 0 0 0 0 

Lyles p 0 0 0 0 McMahn ph 1 0 0 0 

Renfroe rf 1 0 0 0 Dunn p 0 0 0 0 

B.Shawp 0 0 0 0 

Ottvino p 0 0 0 0 

Parra ph 10 0 0 
Totals 38 713 7 Totals 33 6 7 6 
San Diego 010 510 000-7 

Colorado 010 302 000-6 

E—Richard (1). DP—San Diego 1, Colo¬ 
rado 1. LOB—San Diego 6, Colorado 5. 
2B—Pirela (3), Hedges (2), Story (2). 3B- 
Galvis (1). HR—Asuaje (1), Richard (1), 
Desmond (3), lannetta (1), C.Gonzalez 
(2). SB—Margot (2). S—Spangenberg (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

San Diego 


IP H R ER BB SO 

Seattle 

Gonzales L,l-1 2'A 8 4 4 1 4 

Lawrence VA 4 5 5 2 1 

Bradford 3 00012 

Motter 1 11111 

Kansas City 

Junis W,2-0 7 1 0 0 2 3 

Maurer 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Flynn 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP—by Junis (Vogelbach), by Law¬ 
rence (Butera), by Junis (Cano), by Junis 
(Heredia), by Motter (Soler). T-2:45. 
A-12,324 (37,903). 

Brewers 5, Cardinals 4 (10) 

Milwaukee St. Louis 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cain cf 5 0 10 De.Fwirrf 4 12 2 

Suterpr 0 0 0 0 Phamcf 4 10 0 

H.Perez If 1 0 0 0 MCpnt3b-lb4 0 0 0 
Thames lb 4 0 0 0 Ozunalf 5 0 2 2 

Braun If 5 0 10 Mrtinezlb 4 0 0 0 

Albers p 0 0 0 0 Munoz 3b 10 0 0 

T.Shaw 3b 4 3 2 0 Y.Mlinac 4 0 10 

Do.Sntn rf 4 111 Weaver pr 0 10 0 

Sogard2b 4 13 0 Penac “ " " " 

Pinac 4 0 12 DeJongsi _ 

Arciass 4 0 12 Wong 2b 2 110 

Chacinp 2 0 0 0 Mikolas p 10 0 0 

Jffress p 0 0 0 0 Lyons p 0 0 0 0 

Villarph 10 10 Bader ph 10 0 0 
Haderp 0 0 0 0 Tvilalap 0 0 0 0 

J.Brnesp 0 0 0 0 G.Grciaph 10 0 0 

Philips ph-cf 2 0 0 0 G.HIInd p 0 0 0 0 

B.Nrris p 0 0 0 0 

Totals 40 511 5 Totals 35 4 8 4 
Milwaukee 020 200 000 1-5 

St. Louis 003 000 001 0-4 

E—De.Fowler (1), Arcia (3). LOB—Mil¬ 
waukee 11, St. Louis 7. 2B—T.Shaw (5), 
Sogard 2 (3), Arcia (1), Ozuna (2), DeJong 
(1). SF—De.Fowler (1). S-Sogard (1), 
Mikolas (1). 


Reed 
Brice 
Hughes 
Peralta 

Quackenbush L,0-1 


3 3 


7 7 16 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 3 


Holland L,0-2 6 2 2 2 1 8 

Gomez 2 3 0 0 0 2 

Dyson 1 0 0 0 0 1 

WP-Godley. T—2:33. A-36,997 

(41,915). 


Royals 10, Mariners 0 

Seattle Kansas City 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

D.Grdon cf 4 0 10 Jay If 5 110 
Segura ss 4 0 0 0 Mrrfeld2b 5 2 2 0 

Cano 2b 2 0 0 0 Mstakas 3b 5 2 3 3 

An.Rmne 2b 1 0 0 0 Cthbertlb 2 10 0 

Haniger rf 3 0 0 0 Soler rf 3 12 0 

K.Sager3b 4 0 0 0 Orlando cf 5 12 1 

Vglbach lb 2 0 10 Gllgherdh 5 111 
Heredia If 2 0 0 0 A.Escbrss 4 112 

I.Szukidh 3 0 0 0 Butera c 3 0 12 

Freitas c 2 0 0 0 

Totals 27 0 2 0 Totals 371013 9 
Seattle 000 000 000-0 

Kansas City 301 500 01x-10 

E—D.Gordon (1). DP-Kansas City 
2. LOB—Seattle 5, Kansas City 10. 2B- 
Moustakas (2), Orlando (1), Gallagher 
(1), Butera (2). HR-Moustakas (1). SB- 
Merrifield (1). 


H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Chacin 4 2 A 5 3 3 3 1 

Jeffress l'A 0 0 0 0 1 

Hader H,3 l'A 0 0 0 1 4 

Barnes H,1 Vi 0 0 0 0 2 

Albers W,2-0 BS,1 2 3 110 2 
St. Louis 

Mikolas 6'A 8 4 4 0 5 

Lyons Vi 1 0 0 10 

Tuivailala 2 2 0 0 0 0 

Holland L,0-1 'A0 114 0 

Norris Vi 0 0 0 0 1 

T—3:41. A—35,189 (45,538). 

Phillies 6, Reds 5 

Cincinnati Philadelphia 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Gennett2b 4 12 1 C.Hrnan2b 3 110 
Perazass 5 0 10 C.Sntnalb 4 2 11 

Vottolb 4 12 0 O.Hrrracf 3 0 0 0 

Duvall If 4 0 11 Hoskins If 3 112 

Brnhartc 4 112 Franco 3b 3 0 11 

Ervin rf 4 110 Kingeryss 3 111 

Pnnngtn3b 3 0 10 Altherrrf 3 0 0 0 

C.Reed p 2 0 0 0 Rios p 0 0 0 0 

Brice p 0 0 0 0 L.Grciap 0 0 0 0 

Gsselinph 1 0 0 0 N.WIImsph 1111 
J.Hghesp 0 0 0 0 Nerisp 0 0 0 0 

W.Prlta p 0 0 0 0 Alfaro c 4 0 0 0 

Winker ph 1 0 0 0 Lively p 2 0 0 0 

Qcknbsh p 0 0 0 0 Morgan p 0 0 0 0 

Hmiltoncf 4 12 1 Flrimon rf 10 0 0 

Totals 36 511 5 Totals 30 6 6 6 

Cincinnati 102 101 000-5 

Philadelphia 212 000 01x-6 

E—Gennett (1). DP—Philadelphia 1. 
LOB-Cincinnati 9, Philadelphia 5. 2B- 
Gennett (3), C.Santana (3). HR—Barnhart 
(1), Hoskins (2), Kingery (1), N.Williams 

(1) . SB-Peraza (1), Ervin (1), Hamilton 

(2) . SF-Franco (1). 


5 3 14 
0 0 0 2 
0 0 10 


Garcia W,1-1 1 1 0 0 0 1 

Neris S.l-l 1 1 0 0 0 2 

WP-Reed, Morgan, Hughes. T-3:22. 
A—18,127 (43,647). 

Mets 4, Marlins 2 

New York Miami 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Cnforto Cf 3 0 10 Detrich If 4 0 3 1 
Cespdes If 4 0 0 0 Rojas ss 5 0 2 0 

Bruce rf 3 0 11 S.Cstro2b 5 110 

T.Frzer3b 2 10 0 Bour lb 4 0 0 0 

A.Cbrra2b 4 110 B.Andrs3b 3 111 

A.Gnzal lb 3 111 Maybin cf-rf 4 0 0 0 

, „ „ Plwecki c 4 0 0 0 B.Leerf 3 0 10 

10 0 Syndrgrp 2 0 0 0 Brrclgh p 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 Nimmoph 1 0 0 0 Dspignep 0 0 0 0 

0 2 0 H.Rblesp 0 0 0 0 Y.Rveraph 1000 

Blevins p 0 0 0 0 Gerrero p 0 0 0 0 

A.Ramos p 0 0 0 0 Holadayc 3 0 10 

Jo.Ryesph 1 0 0 0 J.Urenap 10 0 0 

Familiap 0 0 0 0 Telis ph 0 0 0 0 

A. Rsrio SS 4 12 1 Tazawap 0 0 0 0 

Brinson cf 2 0 0 0 

Totals 31 4 6 3 Totals 35 2 9 2 

New York 021 000 100-4 

Miami 000 011 000-2 

E-Bour (1), A.Rosario (1). DP-New 
York 1, Miami 2. LOB-New York 5, Mi¬ 
ami 10. 2B—A.Rosario (1), Dietrich (1), 

B. Anderson (4). SB-S.Castro (1). CS- 
Conforto (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


Blue Jays 7, Orioles 1 

Baltimore 
ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grndrsn If 3 2 11 Mancini If 4 0 3 0 

Dnldsn3b-lb 4 1 1 4 M.Mchdoss4 1 2 1 

Smoakdh 5 0 2 0 Schoop2b 4 0 0 0 

Pearce rf 4 12 2 A.Jonescf 4 0 10 

Grichukrf 10 10 C.Davis lb 4 0 0 0 

Morales lb 10 10 Vlenciadh 3 0 0 0 
Solarte pr-3b 3 10 0 PAIvrzph-dhl 0 10 

R.Mrtin c 4 0 0 0 Beckham 3b 3 0 10 

Pillar cf 3 110 Sntnderrf 4 0 0 0 

D.Trvis 2b 3 10 0 Joseph c 3 0 10 

A.Diazss 4 0 10 Sisco ph 10 0 0 

Totals 35 710 7 Totals 35 1 9 1 
Toronto 002 000 005-7 

Baltimore 001 000 000-1 

E—Donaldson (1). DP—Toronto 2, 
Baltimore 2. LOB—Toronto 7, Baltimore 
11. 2B—Grichuk (1). HR—Donaldson (3), 
Pearce (3), M.Machado (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Happ W,2-l 6 5 113 9 

Barnes H,2 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Tepera H,4 1 1 0 0 0 0 


Bundy L,0-1 7 4 2 2 2 10 

Givens VA 3 3 3 2 1 

Cortes Jr. 'A 3 2 2 1 0 

HBP—by Happ (Schoop), by Givens 
(Travis). WP-Axford. T-2:56. A-7,915 
(45,971). 

Rays 5, White Sox 4 

Tampa Bay Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Span If 4 0 11 Moncada2b3 2 2 0 
Wendle2b 5 12 1 A.Grciarf 5 0 0 0 

Gomez cf 5 2 2 0 W.Cstllc 0 0 0 0 

Cron lb 4 0 0 0 J.Abreu lb 3 0 0 0 

M.Duffy 3b 5 0 2 2 Dlmnico If 4 12 2 

W.Ramos c 5 0 2 0 Y.Sanch 3b 4 0 11 

Dan.Rbrss 3 10 0 Ti.Andrss 5 0 10 
M.Smithrf 4 14 1 L.Grcia Cf-rf 5 12 0 
Rfsnydr dh 4010 Sladinodh 3 0 0 0 
Narvaez c 3 0 11 

Engel pr-cf 0 0 0 0 

Totals 39 514 5 Totals 35 4 9 4 
Tampa Bay 100 121 000-5 

Chicago 100 021 000-4 

E—Delmonico (1), Dan.Robertson 
(1). LOB—Tampa Bay 10, Chicago 12. 
2B—Gomez (3), M.Smith (1), Moncada 
(3), Narvaez (2). 3B-M.Smith (1). HR- 
Wendle (1), Delmonico (1). SB—Span 
(1), M.Smith 2 (2), L.Garcia 2 (2), Engel 
(1). CS—M.Smith (1). SF-Y.Sanchez (1). 
S—Saladino (1). 


3 SO 


Roe H, 


2 A 


3 3 8 
0 0 1 
0 0 0 
0 1 3 


New York 

Syndergaard W,2-0 6 5 2 1 2 5 

Robles H,2 1 2 0 0 0 1 

Blevins H,1 'A 0 0 0 0 0 

Ramos H,3 % 0 0 0 1 0 

Familia S.5-5 1 2 0 0 0 3 

Miami 

Urena L,0-2 5 5 3 3 1 4 

Tazawa l'A 0 10 2 2 

Barraclough 2 A 1 0 0 12 

Despaigne 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Guerrero 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Syndergaard (Dietrich). T— 
3:10. A—7,003 (36,742). 

Indians 2, Tigers 0 

Detroit Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Martinet 2 0 0 0 Lindorss 4 0 0 0 

J.Jones ph 0 0 0 0 Kipnisdh 3 0 0 0 

Cndlrio 3b 4 0 0 0 Jose.Rm3b 2 0 10 

M.Cbrralb 4 0 0 0 Encrnco lb 4 0 0 0 

Cstllns rf 3 0 10 Alonso lb 0 0 0 0 

V.Mrtin dh 3 0 10 Guyerrf 3 0 0 0 

Mahtook If 3 0 0 0 R.Davis If 3 0 10 

J.McCnnc 3 0 0 0 Gomes c 3 110 

J.lglssss 3 0 0 0 Zimmer cf 2 112 

D.Mchdo 2b 3 0 0 0 E.Gnzal 2b 2 0 0 0 

Totals 28 0 2 0 Totals 26 2 4 2 

Detroit 000 000 000-0 

Cleveland 000 020 00x-2 

DP—Detroit 1, Cleveland 1. LOB—De¬ 
troit 3, Cleveland 5. 2B-R.Davis (2). HR- 
Zimmer (1). CS—Zimmer (1). 

Detroit IP H R ER BB SO 

Liriano L,l-1 6 3 2 2 3 4 

Farmer 'A 1 0 0 10 

VerHagen VA 0 0013 

Cleveland 

Kluber W,l-1 8 2 0 0 1 13 

Millers,1-1 1 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP—by Miller (Jones). T-2:39. A- 
9,843 (35,225). 


Alvarado H,2 
Romo H,1 
Colome S,2-4 

Chicago 

Gonzalez L,0-2 4'A 8 4 4 2 0 

Infante Vi 1 0 0 0 0 

Bummer Vi 2 110 2 

Farquhar l'A 1 0 0 0 2 

Avilan 1 2 0 0 1 1 

Soria 1 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP—by Archer (Abreu). WP—Gon¬ 
zalez, Infante, Archer, Bummer, Colome. 
T—3:47. A-10,377 (40,615). 

Nationals 2, Braves 0 

Atlanta Washington 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Incarte cf 4 0 0 0 T.Trnerss 3 0 0 0 

Albles 2b 3 0 0 0 Rendon 3b 4 12 0 

F.Frman lb 3 0 0 0 Harper rf 110 0 

Mrkakisrf 3 0 10 Zmmrmnlb4 0 0 0 

K. Szukic 3 0 10 Kndrick2b 3 0 12 

Tucker If 3 0 0 0 Difo 2b 0 0 0 0 

Swanson ss 3 0 0 0 Goodwin If 3 0 0 0 

R.FIhrt 3b 3 0 0 0 M.Tylorcf 4 0 10 

Teheran p 2 0 0 0 P.Svrnoc 3 0 10 

Moylan p 0 0 0 0 Schrzer p 4 0 10 

L. Jcksn p 0 0 0 0 

Clbrson ph 10 0 0 

Totals 28 0 2 0 Totals 29 2 6 2 
Atlanta 000 000 000-0 

Washington 200 000 00x-2 

DP—Washington 1. LOB—Atlanta 1, 
Washington 10. 2B—Rendon (3), Kend¬ 
rick (5), M.Taylor (1), P.Severino (2). SB- 
Scherzer (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Teheran L,0-1 6 5 2 2 4 7 

Moylan 1 10 0 11 

Jackson 1 00022 

Washington 

Scherzer W,2-l 9 2 0 0 0 10 

WP-Jackson. T-2:21. A-19,528 

(41,313). 

Calendar 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

May 4-6 — Los Angeles Dodgers vs. 
San Diego at Monterrey, Mexico. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 13-14 — Owners’ meetings. New 
York. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington. 
July 29 — Hall of Fame inductions, 
Cooperstown, N.Y 

July 31 — Last day to trade a player 
without securing waivers. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Oct. 2-3 — Wild-card games. 

Dec. 10-13 — Winter meetings. Las Ve- 
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MLB 


Scherzer steals, 
throws shutout 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


The Marlins’ Braxton Lee, right, is tagged out at second by Mets shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera during the 
third inning Monday in Miami. New York won 4-2 to match the best start in franchise history. 

Roundup 

Mets match team’s best start 


Associated. Press 

MIAMI — Noah Syndergaard 
walked out of the New York Mets 
postgame clubhouse and into the 
Miami night wearing a man bun, 
which shows he can make an ad¬ 
justment when necessary. 

The right-hander’s long, wet, 
unruly mane gave him the most 
trouble Monday, when he allowed 
one earned run in six innings to 
help the Mets win their sixth con¬ 
secutive game and match the best 
start in franchise history by beat¬ 
ing the Marlins 4-2. 

After making his first two starts 
of the season in chilly weather, 
Syndergaard took the mound on a 
humid, 83-degree night and tired 
in the sixth. He also dealt with 
blisters on two fingers but said 
they weren’t a hindrance. 

“I was actually just more an¬ 
noyed with my hair flipping in my 
eyes,” he said. 

“He was sweating, and his hair 
was hitting him in the face,” man¬ 
ager Mickey Callaway confirmed 
with a chuckle. “He said that’s 
what he was most frustrated 
with.” 

Syndergaard (2-0) had less 
than his best stuff but stranded 
four runners in scoring position. 
That was good enough to help the 
Mets extend their longest winning 
streak since September 2016, and 
they improved to 8-1, matching 
their start in 1985 and 2006. 

“It’s a lot of fun watching us 
play,” Syndergaard said. “It’s a 
contagious feeling. Everybody is 
on the edge of the dugout cheer¬ 
ing each other on. It’s a lot of fun 
to be a part of.” 

Jeurys Familia escaped a jam 
in the ninth to earn his fifth save, 
most in the majors. He gave up a 
single and double before striking 
out Miguel Rojas and Starlin Cas¬ 
tro for the victory. 

“We just weren’t able to kick 
anything across,” Marlins man¬ 
ager Don Mattingly said. 

Familia and three other reliev¬ 
ers combined to shut out Miami 


over the final three innings, low¬ 
ering the team ERA to 2.25. 

The announced crowd of 7,003 
— most of them rooting for the 
visitors_ was the Marlins’ small¬ 
est at home since 2006. This year 
they began announcing atten¬ 
dance based on only tickets sold, 
a change from the previous own¬ 
ership regime. 

Brewers 5, Cardinals: In his 

St. Louis debut, Greg Holland 
walked four batters in the 10th 
inning and forced home the go- 
ahead run. 

The 32-year-old Holland, who 
tied for the NL lead with 41 saves 
for Colorado last season, was 
signed as a free agent on open¬ 
ing day. He pitched two innings at 
Class A before joining the Cardi¬ 
nals earlier in the day. 

Royals 10, Mariners 0: Jakob 
Junis carried a no-hit bid into the 
seventh inning, host Kansas City 
scored more runs than it had in 
its last six games combined. 

Junis (2-0) hit three batters and 
walked two, but the quick-work¬ 
ing right-hander did not allow 
a hit until Daniel Vogelbach’s 
grounder up the middle with one 
out in the seventh. 

Astros 2, Twins O: Justin Ver- 
lander struck out nine over seven 
dominant innings, and Carlos 
Correa had two hits and scored 
twice for visiting Houston. 

Verlander (2-0) was in control 
throughout on a chilly night with 
a first-pitch temperature of 35 de¬ 
grees. The right-hander gave up 
three hits and walked one while 
helping the reigning World Series 
champions match their best 11- 
game start by going 9-2. 

Blue Jays 7, Orioles 1: Steve 
Pearce homered in a third suc¬ 
cessive game, Josh Donaldson 
tacked on a ninth-inning grand 
slam and Toronto beat Baltimore 
before 7,915 fans, the lowest paid 
crowd in Camden Yards history. 

Gametime temperature was 44 
degrees, and a slight mist made 
the conditions even more miser¬ 


able. That contributed to a du¬ 
bious attendance record at the 
27-year-old ballpark that had held 
since April 12, 2010, when 9,129 
showed up for a game between 
the Orioles and Tampa Bay. 

Diamondbacks 2, Giants 
1: Zack Godley pitched seven 
scoreless innings and Paul Gold¬ 
schmidt had an RBI triple for vis¬ 
iting Arizona. 

The Diamondbacks won for the 
sixth time in seven games and 
matched the best start in fran¬ 
chise history through 10 games. 
They’re 8-2 for the first time 
since 2008. 

Angels 8, Rangers 3: Albert 
Pujols hit his 616th career homer, 
Martin Maldonado had two RBI 
singles along with an evasive 
move to score a run and visiting 
Los Angeles extended its best 
start in more than three decades. 

Indians 2, Tigers O: Corey 
Kluber (1-1) struck out 13, pitch¬ 
ing two-hit ball for eight innings 
and leading host Cleveland in 
snow flurries. 

The temperature at first pitch 
was 33 degrees, one above Pro¬ 
gressive Field’s record low set 
Sunday. There were flurries be¬ 
fore the game and again in the 
seventh inning, resulted in a 
crowd of 9,843. 

Phillies 6, Reds 5: Pinch-hitter 
Nick Williams hit a tiebreaking 
solo homer in the eighth inning to 
lift host Philadelphia. 

Scott Kingery homered for the 
first time in his career, and Rhys 
Hoskins also went deep for the 
Phillies. 

Padres 7, Rockies 6: Pitcher 
Clayton Richard homered into 
the second deck at Coors Field 
and San Diego weathered Carlos 
Gonzalez’s disputed home run. 

Rays 5, White Sox 4: Mal- 
lex Smith matched a career high 
with four hits, Joey Wendle hit his 
first homer and visiting Tampa 
Bay stopped an eight-game losing 
streak. 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Max Scher- 
zer’s fifth big leeague shutout 
was all well and good, of course. 
His 10 strikeouts and zero walks 
Monday were terrific, too. 

The most memorable part of the 
night for the two-time reigning 
NL Cy Young Award winner as he 
led the Nationals past the Atlanta 
Braves 2-0 to end Washington’s 
five-game losing skid and get the 
team back to .500? His first stolen 
base since high school. 

“Finally! I’ve been yelling at 
Matt Williams, and I’ve been 
yelling at Dusty Baker, like, ‘Let 
me go!”’ he said, referring to for¬ 
mer Washington managers. 

“There’s obviously situations 
where I feel like I’m fast enough,” 
Scherzer said with a grin. 

Then, taking a playful jab at 
former teammate Jayson Werth, 
Scherzer continued with this 
punch line: “If J-Dub can steal a 
base, so can I.” 

On the mound, Scherzer (2-1) 
made a slight tweak with the way 
he holds the baseball, making his 
sure his fingers were on top of the 
ball and not on its side, and didn’t 
let the Braves push a runner be¬ 
yond first base. Atlanta only pro¬ 
duced two singles, by Kurt Suzuki 
in the second and Nick Markakis 
in the fifth, and neither advanced. 

So even Scherzer managed to 
get farther than that: He swiped 
second after singling off reliever 
Peter Moylan in the seventh. 

Howie Kendrick delivered all 
the offense Washington needed 
with a two-run double off Julio 
Teheran (0-1) in the first inning. 

“Just got unlucky on that one,” 
Teheran said. 

As Scherzer spoke to reporters 
afterward, a base sat to his right 
on the red carpet near his locker. 
Rookie manager Dave Martinez 
presented it to the 33-year-old 
righty — either as a keepsake or 
a prank, depending on who you 
asked. 

“Honestly, I knew he was going 
to do it. We’ve talked about it for a 
week now. He’s gung-ho. He loves 


to play the game,” Martinez said. 
“We talked, I said, ‘Hey, if a guy 
plays behind you and you think 
you’ve got a chance.... But please, 
don’t get hurt sliding.’ He said 
‘I’ve got the best pop-up slide in 
baseball.’ And he showed it.” 

He’s got a pretty good pitching 
repertoire, too, of course. This 
was his ninth complete game in 
299 major league starts, and he 
needed only 102 pitches, a far 
more efficient outing than his 
previous time on the mound: He 
threw 110 over five innings in a 7- 
1 loss at Atlanta on April 4. 

Scherzer figured Monday’s suc¬ 
cess was due in part to Atlanta’s 
penchant for swinging early in 
counts, making for short at-bats. 

“He put pitches where he 
wanted to,” Braves first baseman 
Freddie Freeman said, noting 
that Scherzer was able to throw 
his cutter “to some spots where 
we didn’t have a chance to hit it.” 

By the end, Scherzer was still 
reaching back for 95 mph pitches, 
finishing things off with strike¬ 
outs of pinch hitter Charlie Cul¬ 
berson and Ender Inciarte. 

“Kind of like he got stronger as 
he went, too,” Atlanta manager 
Brian Snitker said. “Last couple 
of innings were his best.” 

And the Nationals needed this 
one. It let them rest a weary bull¬ 
pen one day after a 12-inning loss 
to the New York Mets. 

Plus, this was the first time 
they entered a game with a losing 
record since August 2015. That’s 
because after starting this season 
4-0, they had dropped five in a 
row, two to the Braves, then three 
in a sweep against the Mets. 

Washington hadn’t lost that 
many consecutive games since a 
seven-game rut in June 2016. 

Zim hitting zip: Nationals IB 
Ryan Zimmerman went 0-for-4, 
dropping his season batting av¬ 
erage to .097. His early produc¬ 
tion is getting a lot of scrutiny 
because he took only two Grape¬ 
fruit League at-bats, instead opt¬ 
ing to prepare in spring training 
on back fields and against minor 
league pitchers. 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


Nationals starting pitcher Max Scherzer, right, celebrates the final 
out against the Braves on Monday with catcher Pedro Severino. 
Washington won 2-0 to end a five-game losing streak. 
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NHL PLAYOFFS 

Flap: Current 
format in place 
until 2019-20 



Auston Matthews, left, and goaltender Frederik Andersen weren’t with the Toronto Maple Leafs in 2013, when they were 
eliminated by the Boston Bruins in seven games. The teams meet in the first round of the playoffs. 

All about the matchups 

Pairings make Eastern Conference tough to predict 


FROM BACK PAGE 

a stacked Atlantic bracket with the Toronto 
Maple Leafs. 

“You’d think that’d almost be a third- 
round series kind of thing, but so be it,” 
Predators defenseman Ryan Ellis said. “It 
is what it is. You’re going to have to see a 
team like that eventually. There’s not much 
you can do to change it.” 

Maybe this spring will be enough to 
spark a change in the oft-criticized format 
in its fifth season that is agreed to between 
the league and NHL Players’ Association 
through the 2019-20 season. The Capitals 
getting knocked out in the second round by 
the eventual Stanley Cup-champion Pen¬ 
guins didn’t lead to much debate. 

“I would assume after this year there’d 
be a bigger appetite to do it,” Washington 
general manager Brian MacLellan said. “In 
the past it hasn’t affected as many teams 
as might be required to get that movement. 
It’s basically been us that’s been the team 
that’s not benefited from the 1 through 8. 
But we’ll see what happens this year with a 
couple more really good teams being beat 
out in the second round.” 

Deputy Commissioner Bill Daly said 
the playoff format is not a burning issue 
for owners, wasn’t discussed by GMs and 
should be looked at over a long period of 
time instead of focusing on “anomalies.” 

“It’s worked I think for the most part as 
we anticipated it would work,” Daly said. 
“I do believe in terms of the matchups in 
the first two rounds of the playoffs, they’re 
better with this format. They’re just more 
intense and more familiar with this format 
than they were in the old format.” 

Reigniting and creating new rivalries 
was the goal of this playoff format, which 
mimics the one in place for most of the ’80s 
and early ’90s. Inequities have happened, 
but so has plenty of drama on Cup runs 
by the Los Angeles Kings, Chicago Black- 
hawks and the Penguins twice. 

“I think that as a fan, you want to see 
matchups against rivals,” said New Jer¬ 
sey defenseman Ben Lovejoy, who won the 
Cup with Pittsburgh in 2016. “I think that 
that pits archenemies against each other 
more often and it can backfire every once 
in a while. You can get two high seeds play¬ 
ing each other in the first round or the sec¬ 
ond round and perhaps that’s not fair but I 
think ultimately it’s good for the game to 
have heated playoff series against teams 
that don’t like each other and see each 
other a lot.” 

Heated playoff series make this time of 
year fun, but Predators versus Jets and 
Bruins versus Lightning would be just as 
compelling, if not more so, in the confer¬ 
ence finals. Hockey people reluctant to 
fault the system typically take an approach 
like Winnipeg GM Kevin Cheveldayoff, 
who said, “Whether the format itself is 
right or wrong, if you want to win the Cup, 
you have to find a way to get through this 
format.” 

The difficult part is the format isn’t cre¬ 
ated equally, making one road to the third 
round or the Cup Final potentially easier 
than another. 

Orpik said players can’t wait to revisit 
the format when the agreement is up, 
which could be part of the next round of 
collective bargaining talks. But there’s no 
consensus on what would be better — a re¬ 
turn to 1 through 8, league-wide 1 through 
16 or something else. The expected addi¬ 
tion of a 32nd team in Seattle could spur 
change, too. 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

eeding means nothing in the giant 
game of rock, paper, scissors that is 
the Eastern Conference playoffs. 
Top-seeded Tampa Bay lost all 
three meetings this season against eighth- 
seeded New Jersey, Toronto beat Boston 
three out of four times and records don’t 
matter when Pittsburgh and Philadelphia 
meet in another battle of Pennsylvania. 
The Penguins are the back-to-back de¬ 
fending Stanley Cup champions while the 
Lightning and Bruins are among the best 
teams in the NHL — and yet there isn’t one 
obvious team to beat. 

“In the East, anybody can beat anybody,” 
said Devils defenseman Ben Lovejoy, who 
won it all with the Penguins in 2016. “When 
we’re playing our best game, I think we can 
beat anybody, and I think that the opposite 
is true. We have to be dialed in no matter 
who we’re playing, and we’ve done a really 
good job of that against the best teams in 
the league this year.” 

The Devils certainly match up better 
against the Lightning than they would have 
against the Bruins, who are in for a tough 
series against the Maple Leafs. Washing¬ 
ton has had a lot of success in recent years 
against Columbus but has a big question of 
who to start in goal and the Capitals have 
not played the Blue Jackets and their addi¬ 
tions at the trade deadline. 

Before stubbing their toe in game 82 
and failing to win the Atlantic, the Bruins 
looked like they had the potential to be a 
buzz saw with Tuukka Rask in goal and 
enough depth to withstand injuries all sea¬ 


son. They still might be. 

“There’s no sitting here saying, ‘Who’s 
the best matchup?”’ Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said. “You need health. You need 
luck. You need so many things to go your 
way to win in the playoffs.” 

Goaltending doesn’t hurt, either. If 
Tampa Bay gets the kind of Vezina Tro¬ 
phy-caliber play out of Andrei Vasilevskiy 
that he delivered for much of the season, it 
could go on a deep run, though the same 
could be said for Pittsburgh with Matt 
Murray, Washington with Braden Holtby 
or Philipp Grubauer, Columbus with Ser¬ 
gei Bobrovsky or Toronto with Frederik 
Andersen. 

Lightning vs. Devils 

The East’s top team for much of the year, Tampa 
Bay hopes Steven Stamkos is healthy after deal¬ 
ing with a nagging lower-body injury late in the 
season. Stamkos, 100-point scorer Nikita Kuch- 
erov and top defenseman Victor Hedman make 
the Lightning a scary opponent. The Devils aren’t 
scared. They have Hart Trophy candidate Taylor 
Hall, star rookie Nico Hischier and enough veteran 
playoff experience to not look out of place. 

“We’ve been in a playoff spot all year long and 
we’ve earned the right to be here, so that’s what 
we understand as a group," said Devils center 
Brian Boyle, who went to the 2014 Final with the 
Rangers and then the next year with the Lightning. 
“We believe in what we have. The way we play, 
our foundations, systems, are what got us here." 

Bruins vs. Maple Leafs 

Plenty has changed since Boston beat Toronto 
in seven games in 2013.The Maple Leafs added 
Mike Babcock as coach, Andersen in goal and 


have young stars Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner 
and William Nylander. 

“It’s a very exciting team, a very dynamic team,” 
Maple Leafs deadline addition Tomas Plekanec 
said. “A lot of young talent on this team.” 

The Bruins can go punch-for-punch with the 
Maple Leafs and just about anyone in the league. 
Led by the top line of Brad Marchand, Patrice 
Bergeron and David Pastrnak, they have handled 
injuries to Bergeron, Rick Nash, captain Zdeno 
Chara and others and just keep clicking. 

Capitals vs. Blue Jackets 

Despite losing several key players last offsea¬ 
son, the Capitals won the Metropolitan Division 
for the third consecutive year. Their reward: a 
matchup against Bobrovsky, Artemi Panarin and 
the John Tortorella-coached Blue Jackets. 

“We’ve always thought that they’ve been a 
pretty good team for the last few years, not just 
the last couple where they’ve had more success,” 
Holtby said. “I think we’ve always had a good 
challenge against them. We play better against 
solid teams, teams that are coached well and it’s 
always fun to play against them. I think it'll be a 
good series." 

Penguins vs. Flyers 

These two teams don’t like each other, which 
should make for some fireworks in the first round. 
Since they last met in 2012, Sidney Crosby, Ev¬ 
geni Malkin and the Penguins have won the Cup 
twice, but something about Philadelphia-Pitts- 
burgh makes for good games. 

“They’re really fun games to play,” Flyers MVP 
candidate Claude Giroux said. “They’re not easy 
games to play, but it’s easy to get up and play 
some hockey when you know you’re playing the 
Penguins." 
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NHL PLAYOFFS 


West undergoes changing of the guard 



John Locher/AP 

The expansion Vegas Golden Knights earned a playoff berth in their first season of existence. 


By John Wawrow 

Associated Press 

T he Predators have the 
Presidents’ Trophy, and 
the NHL-expansion 
Golden Knights carry 
the buzz entering the Western 
Conference playoffs, which have 
the potential of resembling noth¬ 
ing from the past. 

So step aside Chicago, which 
missed the playoffs for the first 
time in nine years, and say bye to 
the Blues, whose six-year playoff 
run is over. 

The changing of the West’s 
guard begins at the top, where 
Nashville clinched its first Cen¬ 
tral Division title by running 
away with the league’s best re¬ 
cord. And then there’s Vegas, 
which broke every measureable 
NHL expansion record for suc¬ 
cess by going 51-24-7 to win the 
Pacific Division. 

Add in the talent-laden Winni¬ 
peg Jets, making their franchise’s 
third playoff appearance, and 
youth-filled Colorado Avalanche, 
who clinched their second berth 
in eight years, and it results in 
three of four first-time postseason 
matchups: Nashville versus Colo¬ 
rado, Vegas versus Los Angeles 
and Winnipeg facing Minnesota. 

The fourth matchup has Ana¬ 
heim facing San Jose for only the 
second time after the Ducks elim¬ 
inated the Sharks in six games 
during a 2009 first-round series. 

Of the eight teams, only three 
have won the Stanley Cup (Colo¬ 
rado, Anaheim and Los Angeles), 
while two have never won a play¬ 
off game (Vegas and Winnipeg, 
formerly Atlanta). 

The weight of expectations falls 
mostly on the Predators, who 
won’t be underestimated a year 
after the eighth-seeded team’s 
surge to the Final ended in a six- 
game loss to Pittsburgh. It was a 


run Nashville began against Chi¬ 
cago in becoming the first team 
to sweep a No. 1 seed in the open¬ 
ing round since the current best- 
of-seven format was set in 1994. 

“I think our guys are well 
aware of what went on last year,” 
Predators coach Peter Laviolette 
said. “For me, this group is look¬ 
ing down the tunnel at something, 
and all that other stuff is noise.” 

The Avalanche know their his¬ 
tory, with forward Gabriel Lan- 
deskog listing how several No. 
8 seeds have made deep playoff 
runs, including the 2012 Cup 
champion Kings. 

“Anything can happen in the 
playoffs. That’s kind of the mind¬ 


set we’ve had,” Landeskog said of 
the Avalanche, who enjoyed a 47- 
point turnaround after finishing 
last a year ago. “This is a big ac¬ 
complishment to make after such 
a tough season. We’re not done.” 

Predators vs. Avalanche 

Nashville finished seventh in the 
league with 261 goals without any 
player scoring 30. The Predators’ bal¬ 
anced attack is fueled by a group of 
speedy, playmaking defensemen who 
combined for a league-best 206 points 
(56 goals, 150 assists). Pekka Rinne 
went 42-13-4 to finish third in victo¬ 
ries, and his 2.31 goals-against aver¬ 
age was third among goalies playing 
40 or more games. 


Nathan MacKinnon entered the MVP 
discussion by leading Colorado with 
97 points, including a league-leading 
12 game-winning goals. Colorado tied 
with Arizona with the youngest roster 
at 25.8 years old. 

Golden Knights vs. Kings 

A Golden Knights team put together 
with other teams’ discards spent the 
season using a “why not us?" mantra 
in setting expansion-team records for 
most wins (51), home wins (29), road 
wins (22) and longest point streak (10- 
0-2). Vegas features six 20-goal-scor- 
ers, including trade-deadline addition 
Tomas Tatar. 

The Golden Knights closed the sea¬ 
son 6-3-2, with the regulation losses 


coming against non-playoff teams: 
Arizona, Edmonton and Calgary. Marc 
Andre-Fleury went 29-13-4, but al¬ 
lowed six goals on 18 shots in a sea- 
son-ending 7-1 loss at Calgary. 

The defensive-minded Kings allowed 
a league-low 202 goals and had the 
league’s best penalty-killing unit. Jona¬ 
than Quick’s 2.40 goals-against aver¬ 
age was sixth among goalies appearing 
in 40 games. 

Jets vs. Wild 

The Jets closed their most success¬ 
ful season in both victories and points 
on a 20-5-1 run, including winning the 
final nine home games. Winnipeg is 
still searching for its first playoff victory 
after being swept in two previous ap¬ 
pearances: by Anaheim in 2015, and 
by the Rangers in 2007, when the Jets 
were based in Atlanta. 

The Wild limp into their sixth straight 
playoff appearance with defensemen 
Ryan Suter (broken right ankle) and 
Jared Spurgeon (torn right hamstring) 
sidelined, though Spurgeon is expected 
back from a 17-game absence in this 
series. Eric Staal’s 76 points (42 goals, 
34 assists) were third-most in team 
history. 

Ducks vs. Sharks 

The Ducks earned home-ice advan¬ 
tage with a 3-0 season-ending win 
over Arizona, coupled with the Sharks’ 
season-ending 6-3 loss to Minnesota. 
Anaheim went 25-10-4 since the bye 
break, and is 14-1-2 at home since Jan. 
23. Goalie John Gibson went 21-7-3 in 
his final 31 decisions, but missed the 
final week and is listed day to day with 
an upper body injury. 

The Sharks went 19-13-3 over their 
final 35 games since Joe Thornton was 
sidelined with a knee injury. Martin 
Jones allowed five goals on 19 shots 
against Minnesota, and is 1-4 in his 
past five while allowing 17 goals. 

AP Hockey Writer Stephen Whyno and 
sports writers Teresa M. Walker and 
Pat Graham contributed. 


Injuries could be big factor 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 


Scoreboard 


First round 

(Best-of-seven; x-if necessary) 


Seen Steven Stamkos? Is he 
healthy? 

The Eastern Conference No. 1 
seed Tampa Bay Lightning sure 
hope so after Stamkos missed four 
of the last seven regular-season 
games with a nagging lower-body 
injury. After a torn meniscus in 
his right knee cost Stamkos sev¬ 
eral months and likely Tampa 
Bay a playoff spot last season, his 
status bears watching more than 
any other injured player going 
into the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Stamkos was a full participant 
in practice Monday and said it’s 
“the hope” to be ready for Game 
1 Thursday when the Lightning 
host the New Jersey Devils. 

“Definitely a step in the right 
direction,” Stamkos told report¬ 
ers in Tampa. “Felt pretty good, 
all things considered.” 

That’s a good sign for the Light¬ 
ning, who got 100 points from 
Nikita Kucherov but count on 


Stamkos to be their top-line cen¬ 
ter and a big-time scorer on the 
power play. 

Tampa Bay’s opponent is hop¬ 
ing to get Marcus Johansson back 
after he missed New Jersey’s 
final 35 games with a concus¬ 
sion. Johansson has been cleared 
for contact but not yet to play and 
said over the weekend he’s feeling 
better. 

In the West, the already-deep 
top-seeded Nashville Preda¬ 
tors are on the verge of getting 
forward Calle Jarnkrok back 
after he missed almost the final 
month of the regular season with 
an upper-body injury. Jarnkrok 
had 16 goals and 19 assists for 35 
points in 68 games with Nashville, 
which opens against Colorado. 

“I think he’s getting real close,” 
general manager David Poile 
said. “We get into this time of the 
year, so I guess you’d have to say 
he’s day-to-day.” 

Washington Capitals coach 
Barry Trotz called forwards T.J. 


Oshie (lower body) and Jay Bea¬ 
gle (upper body) day-to-day, too. 
In the first round, they’ll have to 
deal with Columbus captain Nick 
Foligno, who’s ready to rejoin the 
Blue Jackets lineup after missing 
time with a lower-body injury. 

A few high-profile defensemen 
weren’t as fortunate, and their 
injuries could prove costly. Bos¬ 
ton lost Brandon Carlo and Min¬ 
nesota lost Ryan Suter to broken 
ankles, and Winnipeg won’t have 
Dmitry Kulikov after back sur¬ 
gery. Winnipeg faces Minnesota 
in the first round. 

It’s the second consecutive 
playoffs Carlo missed after he 
was concussed by Alex Ovechkin 
a year ago. 

“It’s the one thing he’s been 
looking forward to,” Krug said 
of Carlo. “Obviously he went 
through it last year missing the 
time and this year he was excited 
for it. You feel awful. It’s a tough 
break.” 

Coach Bruce Cassidy said: “It 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Tampa Bay vs. New Jersey 
Thursday: at Tampa Bay 
Saturday: at Tampa Bay 
Monday: at New Jersey 
Wednesday, April 18: at New Jersey 
x-Saturday, April 21: at Tampa Bay 
x-Monday, April 23: at New Jersey 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Tampa Bay 
Boston vs. Toronto 
Thursday: at Boston 
Saturday: at Boston 
Monday: at Toronto 
Thursday, April 19: at Toronto 
x-Saturday, April 21: at Boston 
x-Monday, April 23: at Toronto 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Boston 
Washington vs. Columbus 
Thursday: at Washington 
Sunday: at Washington 
Tuesday: at Columbus 
Thursday, April 19: at Columbus 
x-Saturday, April 21: at Washington 
x-Monday, April 23: at Columbus 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Washington 
Pittsburgh vs. Philadelphia 
Wednesday: at Pittsburgh 
Friday: at Pittsburgh 
Sunday: at Philadelphia 
Wednesday, April 18: at Philadelphia 
x-Friday, April 20: at Pittsburgh 
x-Sunday, April 22: at Philadelphia 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Pittsburgh 


sucks, honestly, for a guy that’s 
played almost every regular-sea¬ 
son game. ... It’s disappointing 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Nashville vs. Colorado 
Thursday: at Nashville 
Saturday: at Nashville 
Monday: at Colorado 
Wednesday, April 18: at Colorado 
x-Friday, April 20: at Nashville 
x-Sunday, April 22: at Colorado 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Nashville 
Winnipeg vs. Minnesota 
Wednesday: at Winnipeg 
Friday: at Winnipeg 
Sunday: at Minnesota 
Tuesday: at Minnesota 
x-Friday, April 20: at Winnipeg 
x-Sunday, April 22: at Minnesota 
x-Wednesday, April 25: at Winnipeg 
Vegas vs. Los Angeles 
Wednesday: at Vegas 
Friday: at Vegas 
Sunday: at Los Angeles 
Tuesday: at Los Angeles 
x-Thursday, April 19: at Vegas 
x-Saturday, April 21: at Los Angeles 
x-Monday, April 23: at Vegas 
Anaheim vs. San Jose 
Thursday: at Anaheim 
Saturday: at Anaheim 
Monday: at San Jose 
Wednesday, April 18: at San Jose 
x-Friday, April 20: at Anaheim 
x-Sunday, April 22: at San Jose 
x-Tuesday, April 24: at Anaheim 


for me. He’s a well-liked guy on 
this team and done a lot, so that’s 
disheartening.” 

















The Jets’ Bryan Little celebrates after scoring on Nashville 
Predators goaltender Juuse Saros during the second period 
on March 25 in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

Trevor Hagan, The Canadian Press/AP 


NHL PLAYOFFS 


Format flap 


Two of top four teams will 
be out after second round 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 


wo of the top four teams in the NHL are 
guaranteed to be out of the playoffs after the 
second round. 

Goodbye Nashville 
or Winnipeg. Goodbye Boston or ^ 

Tampa Bay. Thanks for playing. It is what 

That’s the reality under the divi- it is. You’re 
sional playoff format that could pit going to 
the top two teams in the Eastern and have to 
Western Conferences against each see a team 
other in round 2 after Pittsburgh jj^g 
and Washington were forced into eventually 
that predicament in back-to-back There’s not 
playoffs. . 

“There’s not a whole lot of logic muc . y ? U 
there,” Capitals defenseman Brooks c ? n do _ 
Orpik said. change it. 

How’s this for logic? If ranking R Y an Ellis 

teams 1 through 8 in each confer- defenseman 

ence like the old format that was in 
place from 1993-94 through 2013, the No. 2 seed is 
facing the No. 4 seed, 3 versus 7, and 5 versus 6 in the 
first round in the East and the West this year. 

A Penguins-Capitals style repeat could happen 
this year with the Central’s Predators and Jets on a 
crash course for a second-round showdown and the 
Boston Bruins and Tampa Bay Lightning locked into 

SEE FLAP ON PAGE 30 


Inside: 

■ Stamkos just one of injured players 
whose status is undetermined, Page 31 

■ There’s been a changing of the guard 
in the Western Conference, Page 31 

■ Matchup dynamics make Eastern 
Conference tough to predict, Page 30 
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SPORTS 


Stealing and dealing 

Nationals’ Scherzer steals base, 

pitches ShutOUt » MLB, Page 29 


Referees try to make peace with players 

NBA, Page 26 


Venus, Serena join push for equal pay 

Tennis, Page 25 














